
Minutes of the Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 
29th September 2021 in the Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall at 6.30pm. 

Present: Cllr Mrs C Read - Chairman 
             Cllr Mrs S Wyatt-Tilby – Vice Chairman 
             Cllr Mrs S Sorby 
             Cllr Mr P Smail 
             Cllr Mr T Lubman 
             Cllr Mr A Milne 
             Richard Waterman – Parish Clerk 
             County Councillor Mr T Thacker 
             Borough Councillors Mr Graham Falconer, John Izett and Mr Sam Carr. 

Apologies: Borough Councillor John Izett 

WELCOME. 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 
There were no Declarations of Interest recorded. 

MR MARK WILLIAMS. 
The Chairman reported the sad loss of Mr Mark Williams. Mark was a great 
supporter of the village and had served on the Prish Council and various 
committees over the years. The Parish Council’s thoughts are with his family. 
  
COUNTY COUNCILLOR MR T THACKER. 
TUFTON BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER TEST. 
Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that the Hampshire County Council application to the 
Environment Agency to carry out work on the bridge at Tufton has been refused. 
The Environment Agency do not want heavy machinery in the river disturbing 
the riverbed. Using a crane to carry out the work will be investigated. 

Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that he is to meet with the Senior Officer at 
Hampshire Countryside to discuss the Bridge at Tufton before divulging any 
further information.  

Cllr Mr T Tacker confirmed that a work order for the replacement of the Bridge at 
Tufton has been placed and this has a time limit of 12 months. 

Cllr Mr T Lubman stated that he would like to be present at that meeting. He has 
the local knowledge, is a parish Councillor and has experience of dealing with 
the EA as he owns land in Tufton adjoining the River Test. 

Cllr Mr T Thacker stated that Hampshire County Council Officers are no longer 
talking to members of the Public and that he is the channel for information. 

A lengthy discussion took place on the absurdness of this new ruling.  
The Parish Council have the knowledge of their parish and not being able to 
speak to officers on issues hinders them in their roles as Parish Councillors 
keeping residents informed of proceedings, design etc. Cllr Mr T Lubman asked 
that lines of Communications are opened up.  



Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that he is aware that Hurstbourne Priors Parish 
Council have requested a ‘Freedom of Information’ on the issue of the Bridge at 
Tufton and that there is a legal process to be followed. Cllr Mr T Thacker stated 
that there is a cost involved providing ‘Freedom of Information.     

PAPERMILL LANE. 
Cllr Mr T Tacker reported that he had received an email from Cllr Mr T Lubman 
on the lack of action from Hampshire Highways regarding repairs on Papermill 
Lane. Cllr Mr T Thacker reported the following:  

• Work should be undertaken within the next 6 weeks. 
• The lack of feedback and information on the Highways reporting website 

have been raised. 
• Hampshire County Council have asked that the Highways Engineers’ 

details are not shared with the public. 
• The request for a copy of the Highway Safety Inspection Manual has been 

refused as it is not available to the general public. 
• The number of large potholes and the danger to cyclists using Papermill 

Lane has been passed to senior leaders of HCC with responsibility for 
Highways. There is new legislation going through Parliament to the 
Highway Code regarding the responsibility for safety and the County 
Councils responsibilities. 

EXTENSION TO THE 30MPH SPEED LIMIT. 
Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that he has spoken to Mandy Ware about the 
extension to the 30MPH Speed Limit at Chapmansford and will keep the Parish 
Council informed of progress. 

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS. 

CLLR MR JOHN IZETT 
Cllr Mr John Izett introduced himself and gave a brief history of his background 
and reported on his roles on Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. One of his 
roles is Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

CLLR MR GRAHAM FALCONER. 
Cllr Mr G Falconer reported that he has been given the portfolio of Planning at 
the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. 

CLLR MR SAMUEL CARR. 
Cllr Mr S Carr reported that he has been working on the Local Borough Plan up-
date and has been pushing the plight of the Rural Communities especially on the 
issue of affordable rural housing and sustainability.  
In November 2021 the Borough Council will be looking at the Strategic Housing 
Land Availability for each of the Rural Parishes. 

Cllr Mr S Carr reported that he has spoken to Allan Tully at Basingstoke and 
Deane regarding the issue for a dog bin. Basingstoke and Deane will monitor the 
situation over the next few months to ascertain if there is a need. 

Cllr Mr S Carr reported that he has contacted Kathren Green in the Planning 
Department regarding the concerns raised by the Parish Council in a letter on 



the St Mary’s Hill development. Cllr Mr S Carr will keep the Parish Council 
informed of any progress.  
  
The Chairman thanked the County and Borough Councillors for attending the 
meeting. 

TUFTON. 
Cllr Mr T Lubman had no further issues to report. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 
The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record. 

GRIT BINS – The time the request is logged on the HCC Website had lapsed so 
the Clerk has submitted a new request for the Grit Bins.  
After Note: It would appear that the Drury Close Grit Bin was moved by HCC 
from the bottom of the Close to a site adjacent to the garages some time ago. 

FINANCE. 
CHEQUES AND PAYMENTS ISSUED IN SEPTEMBER 2021  

EXPENDITURE.                                                                                                        
Eon Electricity               Pavilion – D                            £14.00 
R.N. Waterman             Wages  - SO                         £200.00 
Eclipse Pest Control       Mole Control                         £240.00 
Haggs                           Play Equipment                  £1211.76 
Hill and Valley               Grant                                   £195.00 
R.N. Waterman             ½ Year Expenses                   £170.00                                              
                                                                          £2,030.76 

INCOME 
Hire of Recreation Ground =   £80.00 
2nd Precept Payment      = £5,000.00 
  
BANK ACCOUNT BALANCE FOR WORKING CAPITAL AFTER ABOVE MOVEMENTS - 
£6,316.00 

RESERVES – General Reserves £13,500 

AUDIT 2020/2021 
NOTE: 
Due to the insurance payment for the replacement of the Bus Shelters it took 
the Parish Councils turnover in the last financial year to over the £25,000 
threshold. Thus an internal Audit and an Audit by PKF Littlejohn LLP was 
required, incurring a further cost of £240.00. 
   
The Clerk reported that the Accounts have been signed off as correct by PKF 
Littlejohn LLP. Comment has been made on the way the Insurance claim was 
recorded in the Audit and has been noted. The signed off accounts will be added 
to the website. 

PLANNING. 
Planning applications received since the last meeting were briefly discussed.  



RECREATION GROUND. 
• The under 7 and 9 Football Teams are coming back to the Recreation 

Ground. They will be charged £10 a game; the white lines have been 
done. 

• The Clerk will take over the Bookings for the Recreation Ground next 
season. 

• The Clerk will get an up-dated quote for a new cesspit. The last quote in 
2019 was £14,000. 

• Interest has been expressed about having a pub in the pavilion on a 
regular basis. The Clerk will make enquires about a license. 

• The Cricket Club is still going and are planning a requitement drive. 
• It has been suggested that a Cricket Match is held in June 2022 to 

celebrate the Queens jubilee. The Parish Council thought this a good idea. 
• The Parish Council also thought that holding a drinks party to welcome 

new families to the Village was a good idea. 
• It is hoped to get the new floor laid in the Changing Room before the 

start of the next season. 
• The Recreation Ground Committee will now reform after the Covid =-19 

Pandemic. 
  

VILLAGE HALL 
Cllr Mr A Milne reported that the Village Hall is now fully open, and the Boiler has 
been replaced.  

FOOTPATHS 
All the footpaths are clear and walkable, and still a little muddy. 

PARISH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS. 
CLLR MR P SMAIL – Reported that Testbourne Estate have a new Security 
Manager. Details will be passed to the Chairman. 

CLLR MR T LUBMAN – Reported that the Highways Agency have still not cut the 
vegetation on the A34 Off Ramp. 

CLLR MRS S SORBY – Reported that the Flashing Speed Sign is not working on 
the St Mary Bourne Road. This was noted. 

Cllr Mrs S Sorby suggested that the Recreation Ground Hedge opposite the 
Village Hall is cut lower to give a view over the Recreation Ground. This was 
thought a good idea. The Clerk was asked to contact TVBC to give a quote. 

CLLR MRS C READ – Suggested that she takes a welcome letter to St Mary’s Hill 
as people are starting to move into the properties, this would also be a good 
opportunity to make contact. 

Cllr Mrs C Read suggested that the Parish Council re-look at the sites for the 
Traffic Monitoring Camera that is to be hired to give accurate data. 

CLOSE OF THE MEETING.  
The Chairman thanked everyone for logging on and closed the meeting. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
24th November 2021 in the Village Hall. 
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