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Weather September 2012 

Total rainfall for month 25mm = 1.00ins 

It rained on 3 days   

Rainfall September 
2011 

57mm = 2.04ins 

Total to date 2012 668mm = 26.29ins 

Total to date 2011 505mm = 19,88ins 

Min Temperature   4C = 40 (27th) 

Max Temperature  27C = 80F (7th) 

John Smail 

DON’T FODON’T FODON’T FODON’T FORRRRGETGETGETGET    

Hurstbourne Priors Fireworks and Bonfire Hurstbourne Priors Fireworks and Bonfire Hurstbourne Priors Fireworks and Bonfire Hurstbourne Priors Fireworks and Bonfire 

Party on Saturday Party on Saturday Party on Saturday Party on Saturday 3333rdrdrdrd November starting at  November starting at  November starting at  November starting at 

6 pm at Hurstbourne Priors House6 pm at Hurstbourne Priors House6 pm at Hurstbourne Priors House6 pm at Hurstbourne Priors House    

WatchWatchWatchWatch Guy go up in smoke Guy go up in smoke Guy go up in smoke Guy go up in smoke,,,,    withwithwithwith a fantastic  a fantastic  a fantastic  a fantastic 

firework displfirework displfirework displfirework display, and sample the hot dogsay, and sample the hot dogsay, and sample the hot dogsay, and sample the hot dogs, washed , washed , washed , washed 

down withdown withdown withdown with mulled wine (or a soft drink).  mulled wine (or a soft drink).  mulled wine (or a soft drink).  mulled wine (or a soft drink). A A A A 

further attraction will be “further attraction will be “further attraction will be “further attraction will be “glowsticksglowsticksglowsticksglowsticks” for ” for ” for ” for 

children.children.children.children.    

PLEASE DO NOT BRING SPARKLERS AS THESE PLEASE DO NOT BRING SPARKLERS AS THESE PLEASE DO NOT BRING SPARKLERS AS THESE PLEASE DO NOT BRING SPARKLERS AS THESE 

CAN BE A HAZARD TO LIVESTOCK IF LEFT ON CAN BE A HAZARD TO LIVESTOCK IF LEFT ON CAN BE A HAZARD TO LIVESTOCK IF LEFT ON CAN BE A HAZARD TO LIVESTOCK IF LEFT ON 

THE GROUNDTHE GROUNDTHE GROUNDTHE GROUND    

Pay on entry Pay on entry Pay on entry Pay on entry ---- Adults £3 Adults £3 Adults £3 Adults £3, children 3, children 3, children 3, children 3----12 £112 £112 £112 £1.50.50.50.50 and  and  and  and 

under 3 freeunder 3 freeunder 3 freeunder 3 free    

 

A new Church 

Guide is available 
both in Church and 

from Church 

officers at the price 

of £2.  

It is a revision of 

the last edition 

published in 1994, 
now with colour 

photographs. 

In particular, it corrects a small error 
from Dr Joseph Stevens’ Parochial History 

of St Mary Bourne and the Manor of 

Hurstbourne Priors (1888), page 74. The 

Church at Hurstbourne was in fact 
dedicated in 902, not 802. 

Village Pub Night at the 

Hurstbourne Inn 

Maureen and Adrian invite the 

village and everyone living 

nearby to the Village Pub NightS 

on Thursday 1
ST
 NOVEMBER  

Enjoy SPAGHETTI BOLOGNESE & 

GARLIC BREAD FOLLOWED BY 

TIRAMISU 

AND on Thursday 6
th
 December 

Traditional roast turkey 

dinner with Xmas pudding & 

brandy sauce 

Both at 7.30pm and cost - £9.95 

Cats Protection 
The charity is being overwhelmed 

by people wishing to re-home 
their cats. The main reasons for 

asking us to take in a cat seem to 

have direct bearing on the current 
state of the economy. Although we are anxious to 

find homes for those currently in our care, we 

would urge people to take a long-term view 
before taking on a pet; a stable home is an 

absolute necessity. 

On the 17th November Cats Protection will have 
a stall at Andover Market and on the 24th we shall 
be holding a Jumble Sale at the Methodist Church 

in Bridge Street. In addition to our usual wares, 

Christmas cards, calendars and gifts will be on 
sale. 

Tigger is a 
handsome 

young fellow but 
is a bit of a lad. 

We think he may 
have had a 

difficult kitten 

hood. He doesn't 
seem to mind 

other cats and is 

looking for a 
position with an 

experienced cat 
owner. 

Enquiries: 01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Items for resale:      01256-892773 

Claire Bevan 
Coordinator Andover & District Cats Protection 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 11.05am 

until 11.35am, on Saturday 

3rd November. 
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Ladies Coffee Morning 
 

Make a note in your diary - the 
November coffee morning will 
be hosted by Clare Read (℡ 

896672) at Hurstbourne Priors 

House on Wednesday 14th, 
from 10.15 onwards. 

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council 

The following is a summary of the 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 26th September. A 
copy of the full Minutes will be made 
available on the Village Web Site at 

www.hurstbournepriors-pc.gov.uk. 

The meeting began with a minute’s silence in 
remembrance of Cllr Mr Robert Selbie who recently 
passed away. 

Wind Farm - A group of landowners, farmers and 
interested parties has set up an organisation called 
‘Keep Hampshire Green, say No to Wind Turbines’ and 
has secured the services of a planning expert and a top 
barrister. Information and contact details for the Group 
can be found on www.keephampshiregreen.org   

Although not against the application of alternative 
energy, the group considers that the site is not suitable 
for such a large scale operation.  

Tufton - Recently reclaimed land is to be given back to 
the residents. Overgrown bushes and grass on the A34 
slip roads at Tufton obscure the sight lines, making it 
difficult to see oncoming traffic. Hampshire Highways 
will arrange for the bushes and grass to be cut back. 

Planning (retrospective report – omitted from the July 
Minutes) - BDB/76391 - Amendment to allow for a 
grain cleaner at barns at New Barn Farm. Parish 
Council OBJECTED with concerns on noise, water run-
off and that it is becoming industrial in nature. 

BDB/76378 - Amendment to plans, as pool and 
swimming pool omitted from plans. NO OBJECTION. 

BDB/76599 - Request for a screening opinion whether 
an EIA would be required for a solar farm at Faulkners 
Down House. The Parish Council asked that an EIA be 
done, and the impact of the solar farm on our local 
electricity network be considered. After Note: This 
Planning Application was withdrawn 

APSLEY – Application to allow landfill site to continue 
for another 3 years. This application has been granted, 
but the concerns expressed by the Parish Council about 
the debris on the road from lorries have been taken 
into account. Conditions can be seen on the Hampshire 
County Council web site. 

T/00862/12/TCA - Notice of intent to fell 4 Leylandii at 
The Long House, Hurstbourne Priors. NO OBJECTIONS.  

Bonfire - Mr Henry Du Val De Beaulieu has agreed that 
the bonfire can go ahead as per last year. The new 
entrance price has been put in Hill and Valley.  

Community Speed Watch - There are few sites in 
Hurstbourne Priors where the equipment can safely be 
used and it cannot be used on the B3400 as it has a 
40MPH speed limit.   

It was decided that a Speed Reminder Sign would be a 
better option for the village. This could be moved 
around the parish and the speed that ‘flashes’ can be 
changed. This equipment does not record the speed but 
how many times it is activated; it could also be used on 
the B3400. The records can be monitored by the Police 
so that Traffic Officers can be deployed in those areas. 
As the cost is in the region of £2,000 it was agreed to 
see what grants could be obtained. 

Highway Issues – The quote of £300 for erecting 
white fencing on either side of the bridge on the B3400 
was agreed by the Parish Council. 

A quote is to be obtained for installing piping and 
levelling the verge on the left hand side approach to 
the bridge from the cross roads, to facilitate mowing.  

Jubilee Tree - The Jubilee Tree from Hampshire 
County Council should be delivered in the autumn. 

Borough Councillor’s Report - Cllr Mr K Watts 
confirmed that the Local Development Framework had 
been rejected by the Planning Inspectorate and work 
will have to start again. He also confirmed that a 
20MPH speed limit was planned for Whitchurch. 

Parish Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mr M Williams 
reported about the provision of Broadband and a 
possible delay of up to 10 weeks, due to a problem 
with the electricity supply to the exchange boxes. 

Cllr Mr P Smail reported that his family has a lot of 
‘stuff’ relating to the history of Hurstbourne Priors and 
Tufton. It was agreed to hold an event where people 
could bring the photographs, documents etc so they 
could be scanned onto disc.  

A request has been received from a person who bought 
a job lot at auction containing a plaque from the Great 
War belonging to a past resident of Hurstbourne Priors. 
It is their wish to return it to the surviving family so 
details will be provided for Hill & Valley. 

Cllr Mrs S Wyatt-Tilby suggested discussing a memorial 
bench for Robert Selbie at the next meeting.  

Cllr Mrs S Wyatt-Tilby reported that a bat survey is 
underway at Dairy Cottage. 

Footpaths Report - All the footpaths are clear and 
walkable and Testbourne has done a good job in 
cutting their footpath. 

Recreation Ground Report - It has been a poor 
second half of the cricket season due to the weather 
and several matches have been cancelled. Only £540 
has been paid in for fees, to date.  

The cricket team is getting covers for the square to 
help keep it dry if we have a wet summer next year. 

The Recreation Ground Committee has temporarily 
been suspended and a new Committee Member will 
need to be appointed from the Parish Council. Cllr Mrs 
C Read volunteered to join the Committee. 

Village Hall Report - New Chairs have been ordered 
for the Village Hall. 

Financial Report - District Audit has signed off the 
Parish Council Accounts for the year 2011/2012 and 
have raised no issues. The Parish Council thanked the 

Clerk for keeping the finances in such good order. 

Date of the Next Meeting – Wednesday 28th 

November 2012 in the Hurstbourne Priors Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.    
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GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE 
Whitchurch Films 

The Five-Year Engagement (PG)  
Thursday 22nd Nov 8pm 

From the makers of Bridesmaids...produced by Judd 

Apatow. The Five Year Engagement isn't perfect, but 

it's a commercial date movie with warmth, sweetness, 

charm and laughs, and some witty wedding scenes. It 

brings a light touch to modern romance, and the fact 

that commitment phobia, so long a male prerogative, is 

now being claimed by women.  

Tickets are £5 in advance (from the library) or 

£5.50 on the door. 

Doors open 7.30pm for an 8.00pm start. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Have you a desire to provide help and expertise for 

a few hours per week? 

Andover Young Carers is a locally based 

independent charity which provides services for 

young people between the ages of 8 –18. We are 

looking for committed individuals to join our existing 

management board members who are responsible 

for the setting of the charity’s strategic direction, 

setting and monitoring overall policy performance, 

whilst ensuring the effective and efficient 

administration and financial stability.  

We would particularly welcome people with skills in 

the following areas:- 

• Health and Safety 

• Fundraising and income generation 

• Human Resources or Legal background 

• Information systems and equipment 

• Childrens services 

However, applications from people with other senior 

management or board experience are also very 

much welcomed. If you are interested and wish to 

know more of the role please email Sandra Burch 

(chair)at AndoverYoungCarers@hotmail.co.uk, 

Closing date for applications will be 16th November. 

Harvest Supper 

We are very grateful for all those who, working 
with Fenella Williams, produced such a happy and 

delicious Harvest Supper for over 50 guests on 

13th October.  

Thanks also to Mark for another very testing quiz: 

in particular, the red kaposti1 was so tasty! 

More details and pictures in the next Hill & Valley. 

                                                
1
 Latvian for cabbage. 

Robert Selbie  
14th December 1930 - 8th September 2012 

At his funeral in St 
Andrew’s, Mike 
offered a most warm 
tribute to his father - 
‘81 years young’.  
“Robert went to St 
Martin’s Prep School 
in Pinner. As a young 
teenager during the 
war, he relished the 
steam train journey to 
Oundle. He was 
joined there by his 
brother, Peter; they 
were keen cricket and 

rugby players, sports being a passion they both 
enjoyed together through life. Robert was proud of his 
service as an Engineering Officer in the Royal Navy 
where he served aboard HMS Sheffield. 
Robert met Rosemary in Malta in 1954, was married in 
September 1956 and they enjoyed over 50 years 
together. They moved from London to Sussex in 1962 
and Robert pursued a successful Civil Engineering 
career. He was not just builder in his career – he was 
a builder in life. 
He brought our family closer to his work, to 
Hurstbourne Priors in September 1968, exactly 44 
years ago. Thereafter began a loving restoration of 
Fellowes Cottage to earlier glories. He recreated the 
rose garden, the grass tennis court, the wisteria, the 
vegetable garden, the vines. He brought dahlias from 
Pinner to create an entertainment haven for family and 
friends. Rosemary and he would have tennis parties, 
dinner parties, frequent teas, drinks. Many remember 
their cucumber sandwiches at tea time! 
As givers, Robert and Rosemary moved to West 
Hendred for some years to look after his godmother. 
He was a carer for Rosemary as well, with her bout of 
cancer and as her breathing deteriorated. But we all 
know Robert well enough to recognize that his brand 
of care was not the sympathetic doting, but more the 
continued creation of expectation, such that he 
wouldn't let any ailment get the better of you. That 
dignity which allowed all around him to live their lives 
to the fullest was ultimately the way he left us.  
He had plans for the weekend, just ten days ago: 
plans with his beloved Jane, family friend for over forty 
years, whom he was helping with her house in 
Winchester; plans for the whole family at Christmas; 
plans for a cruise with Jane in the spring.  
Robert had many passions including cricket, shooting, 
gardening, tennis, sailing and the community. In every 
case these were an enriching experience for those 
around him. It’s hard to be competitive and happy. But 
that was Daddy – England had to win the cricket, but if 
they didn’t it was a great game anyway – he wanted to 
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have some clean hits shooting, but if he didn’t, it was a 
great day and he’d had some special conversations. 
Over nearly half a century Robert cultivated the house, 
the garden, his family and all his friendships. In some 
senses he became a Pillar of Strength in the village, 
while making great contributions the work of the 
church - so close to our family with two weddings and 
many Christenings, amongst the happier times here - 
the May Fair, the Cricket Pavilion, the Parish Council 
and the community as a whole. The dahlias he gave 
from Fellowes thrive outside the Hurstbourne Inn, and 
in return he gets his beer “in a glass with a handle”. 
Among the local Conservatives, Robert was as true 
and blue as one can be. 
As a Family Man, he supported us all through good 
times and tough times, always with the goal of 
building, family, friendships and community, as he did 
with everything in his life. Indeed the overwhelming 
part of Robert’s life was for everyone around him. 
He leaves us his Legacy: the example he sets for his 
children, his grandsons and his family and his friends. 
Robert has encouraged us all to commit to work hard 
and play hard, to be practical in life, to do the right 
thing, and above all, to live life for the ones we love. 
His legacy is that he knows that each one of us is 
going to pick up a small part of what he was doing 
while he was alive, and then in our maintaining it, he'll 
always be there for us, and those around us.” 
********************************************************* 

Dr Desmond Croft 
14th June 1931 - 7th September 2012 

Before his Funeral in St 
Andrew’s on 5th October, 
the Treble Bell, on which 
his name was cast as 
Churchwarden in 1999, 
was tolled in Desmond’s 
memory. His long-time 
friend, Dr Richard Lister, 
offered the Tribute. 

“Desmond Croft               
A Eulogy 

The Crofts returned from 
Canada after the war and 

took up residence in Lexden. Plymouth at that time 
was a perfect place in which to grow up. We biked 
everywhere. Cinema was the great thrill. Every small 
village and hamlet was connected by steam train. 
Yelverton was peppered with old tin mines and we 
spent hours exploring the dark tunnels with rope and 
guttering candles. Unthinkable behaviour today.  
During the war Desmond's father served with the 
Yugoslav partisans, working with Professor Lavric in 
the hospital in Belgrade. We thought it a good plan to 
visit the Balkans on a motor bike to look him up. A 
BSA 600cc side-valve seemed a suitable and powerful 
model for the job. We would take it in turns to ride 
pillion. Yugoslavia was Communist, very poor and 

wild. The roads were terrible and border controls strict 
but we were given a warm and hospitable reception. 
We both entered St Thomas to study medicine. 
Desmond did his spell of National Service as a doctor 
in the army in Tripoli. He married Diana in 1962 and 
Charles was born there. After completing his National 
Service, Desmond returned to St Thomas as Registrar 
and so began his very distinguished medical career.  
He was awarded a Nuffield Scholarship to study 
gastro-enterological conditions in Boston with Franz 
Ingerfinger, the editor of the New England Journal of 
Medicine. Aspirin is one of our most valuable drugs 
but it can cause gastric ulcers and bleeding. Desmond 
formed a team to research safer compounds which 
could be used with less harm. When he returned to St 
Thomas he was given the task of setting up the 
Department of Nuclear Medicine. This was pioneering 
stuff. About the only radioactive compound used at 
that time was radioactive iodine 131 for treating 
thyroid conditions. Over time, more radioactive 
compounds were discovered and the department 
under Desmond's leadership expanded to research 
their potential for the diagnosis and treatment of many 
diseases. His was the first of such units in the UK. 
Towards the end of his career Desmond established 
another pioneering Department of Positron Emission 
Tomography, which again was the first in the UK. He 
was appointed the first President of the European 
Union of Medical Specialists and the European Board 
of Nuclear Medicine in 1990. He was a Trustee of the 
Nightingale Museum from its inception in 1989 and 
was appointed a Lifetime Director in 1995. He 
conducted research into many medical conditions and 
published more than 80 scientific papers. 
Desmond retired to live at Bourne House which he 
and Diana had bought in this lovely part of Hampshire 
in 1986. He devoted himself to village life and catching 
trout. He was church warden and set up 'The Visits 
from the Texans' who came to stay in the village to 
enjoy the many fine attractions of the county. The 
thousands of pounds so raised, together with lottery 
money, were used to repair the fabric of the church. 
The peal of bells was rehung and two new treble bells 
cast by the Whitechapel Foundry. The annual May 
Fair on the cricket ground was a joyous occasion with 
Desmond and Diana working the barbecue. 
Soon after he retired, he became confused and 
forgetful and was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Diana 
devoted herself to caring for him until she died. After 
she died Desmond lived on at Bourne House for a 
while and then moved to live with Charles and Heather 
at their loving and caring home in Slaithwaite. 
Desmond moved to a home near Hilary for the last few 
years of his life. At the end he was unable to 
recognise any of his friends or family but he remained 
cheerful and comfortable.  
Desmond was a wise and kindly physician much loved 
by his students. He was my dear friend. We had some 
wonderful times together. He will be greatly missed.”  


