Hill & Valley Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish, St Mary Bourne & Woodcott

February 2013

H
Huurrssttbboouurrnnee P
Prriioorrss
Weather December 2012
Total rainfall for month

140mm

Help is at Hand
= 5.51ins

It rained on 15 days
Rainfall December 2011 72mm

= 2.83ins

Total rainfall for 2012

1063mm

= 41.83ins

Total rainfall for 2011

671mm

= 26.41ins

Min Temperature

-6C

Max Temperature

12C

= 21f (14th)
= 54f (5th)

It rained on 13 consecutive days,
from the 19th to the 31st.
We had 15.44 ins more rain than
last year, although the 2011
figure was actually 6.5ins less
than our 15 year average.
2012 was almost 9ins wetter
than our average but NOT our recorded wettest year
which was 2002 with 43.46ins!

John Smail
Farewell Peal
When a band of visiting ringers,
who were members of The Royal
Cumberland Youths, asked if they
could ring a peal on Saturday 29th
December, I agreed with the
organiser that, as it would be the
last full peal on the bells with
Canon Martin Coppen as Vicar, it
should be rung as a farewell retirement
compliment. This was readily agreed and a good
peal was rung with best wishes to Martin.
The details and ringers were;
THE SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS
On Saturday 29"` December 2912
BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR - 5152 changes
Benjamin J Constant treble
Joanna K Dorling 2
Janet E Archibald 3
Angela M Athawes 4
Ian Roulstone 5
Clare F Roulstone 6
Adam S Greenley 7
Alan Regin tenor
Composed and conducted by Benjamin Constant.
The Society of Cumberland Youths is one of two
old London Societies and dates from the mid 18th
Century, traditionally ringing at St Martin’s in the
Fields and Shoreditch. The other is The Ancient
Society of College Youths founded in 1637, and
ringing originally at St Michael College Hill, in the
City and now ringing at St Paul’s and The Abbey.

Philip Chalk

With reference to the article by Sally Hazel,
in last month's Hill & Valley, the email
address to contact Sally is:
sybilservices@gmail.com,
not
that
previously shown.

Ladies Coffee Morning
The
February
coffee
morning will be hosted by
Sheila Perkins at Mistletoe
Cottage (℡ 892181) on
Friday 8th from 10.15
onwards.
Cats Protection
2012 was a difficult year and
homing figures were very
disappointing. However, we
are still managing to keep our
heads above water and the
coordinator would like to take
this opportunity to thank all our fosterers and
fund raisers for their great commitment and also
those members of the general public who have
helped us with donations of both money and
saleable goods or have given homes to our cats.
2013 has started well on the homing front so let’s
hope that it continues that way.
Our occupation of the Whitchurch Charity shop
will begin on the afternoon of Friday 8th February
and continue for two weeks. Donations of small,
saleable goods will be gratefully received.
Botham and Mojo,
the elderly cats who
were featured last
time have been lucky
and found a new
home.
This month’s cat is
Thomas,
a
sweet
young
black
and
white cat who just
loves cuddles. He is
looking for a loving,
permanent home.
Enquiries: 01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk
Stories of rescued cats:
adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk
Fund-raising/volunteers:
adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk
Items for resale:
01256-892773

Claire Bevan
Coordinator Andover & District Cats Protection
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White Hart Acoustic Music Session
4.00pm on Sunday 3rd February
White Hart Hotel, Whitchurch

PLEASE PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR
DIARIES

VILLAGE MEETING

WEDNESDAY 14TH MARCH
7.30PM

~

VILLAGE HALL

COME AND LET US KNOW HOW YOU
WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR
BIGGEST FUND RAISING EVENT

THE HURSTBOURNE PRIORS
MAY FAIR
A34 Slip Road - Whitchurch
As mentioned in the Minutes of the Parish Council
meeting, the concerns about the A34 off slip to the south
of Whitchurch were discussed at a recent meeting.
Concerns were expressed about:
•
•
•

the safety of the junction with the road from
Tufton, for pedestrians and cyclists;
traffic on the wrong side of the road under the
flyover;
vehicles travelling up the off slip.

Councillor Tom Thacker explained that the HCC and
Highways Agency (HA) were both subject to financial
constraints which meant that any work had to be cost
effective. He had managed to get assurances from HCC
that a pathway suitable for cyclists and pedestrians from
Tufton Barracks to the Tufton side of the junction would
be built in the next year. Other changes were either
outside the area managed by HCC or not affordable. The
HA manager had been most concerned about the sight
lines at the junction, which was one of the safety issues
and had already had the area cleared. It was agreed that
this was an ongoing problem.
Tom pointed out that the HA would not make changes
which were not supported by the police and no one from
the organisers of the meeting had contacted the police,
whose traffic police for the area are based in Whitchurch.
Whilst the HA had explained in a letter that just to
investigate the issues fully would cost £50,000, which
would have in itself to be justified, Tom pointed out that
the willingness of the HA Manager to date boded well
and he would try to progress the issue with him.

Come and join us for the
first White Hart Acoustic
Music Session.
All musicians/singers are
welcome to perform.
The event is neither a
“folk club” nor is it a jam session – more a
platform for people to perform whatever they
like.
All kinds of music are welcome; pop, rock, folk
blues soul, etc., as long as it’s acoustic.

Neighbourhood Watch
Burglary - Dwellings and Non
Dwellings
There have been a few incidents
where items from sheds or
garages or left lying around
properties, have been used to
access the home. Please ensure
your valuable tools, machinery,
bikes, garden equipment are properly security
marked and securely stored. Where sheds, garages
and outbuildings are used, a good lock with a good
padlock will help to deter opportunistic thieves. Shed
and garage alarms are another thing to consider.
If you would like to know how best to security mark
any items, your local SNT will be able to advise. You
can also find information on the Hampshire
Constabulary website:
http://www.hampshire.police.uk/internet/adviceand-information/crime-prevention/safer-homes
Items can also be logged with Immobilise.com, their
website
can
be
found
at:
http://www.immobilise.com/
Where your home is concerned, apart from ensuring
there are good locks fitted on windows and doors
and are locked securely when you are out or at
night, security marking items can help to reunite
you with your possessions should the worst happen.
Immobilise.com again can keep a secure confidential
record of your possessions.
Personal Safety
If you are out and about, try to keep personal value
items safe. Purse lanyards are a good way of
securing purses and keys inside a handbag or
rucksack, wallets can be kept in front or inside
pockets, mobile phones and iPods should be kept
out of sight. If you take money from a cash point
put it away out of sight before leaving the cash
point.
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St Andrew's Church Font
As the Christmas Carol Service at St Andrew's Church came to
an end, we all gathered around to witness the blessing of the
Font, complete with the newly installed cover. This was another
marvellous piece of work by Marilyn Smith and completes a
project which commenced over four years ago. It was also a
fitting farewell tribute to Canon Martin Coppen who retired in
January.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
GILL NETHERCOTT CENTRE
Village Pub Night at the Hurstbourne Inn
Whitchurch Films
Skyfall (12a)
Thursday 28th Feb 8pm
Daniel Craig is back as
James Bond in this thrilling
action packed film where
Bond's loyalty to M is
tested as her past comes
back to haunt her.
If you missed it at the
cinema, or fancy seeing it
again here’s your chance,
and in Blu Ray surround
sound, with a licensed bar!
Tickets cost £5 in advance or £5.50 on the door,
available from the GNC or Library.
***********************************************
Family Film Time for Half Term – Madagascar 3
(PG) Weds 20th February 2pm
Alex, Marty, Gloria and Melman are still fighting
to get home to their beloved Big Apple. Their
journey takes them through Europe where they
find the perfect cover: a travelling circus, which
they reinvent - Madagascar style.
Family Tickets £12 or £4 each – free squash and
biscuits for children available from the GNC or
Library.

Maureen and Adrian invite the Village and
everyone living nearby to the Village Pub Night
Thursday 7th February at 7.30pm
Homemade Cottage Pie & Veg followed by
dessert - £9.95

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be at
the Village Hall, from
11.05am until 11.35am, on
Saturday 23rd February.

Quiz Night in aid of St Michael’s Hospice
Basingstoke
Gill Nethercott Centre
Saturday 9th March 8pm
Get together a group of friends and come and
exercise your little grey cells for the evening
and support this excellent local charity at the
same time.
Tickets cost just £6 per person and include a
ploughman’s supper. Please bring your own
refreshments.
Book your table by calling Joan on 896777 or
Pat on 892151
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Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council
The following is a summary of the
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 28th November. A
copy of the full Minutes will be made
available on the Village Web Site at
www.hurstbournepriors-pc.gov.uk.
Bonfire - The 2012 Bonfire was a great success, raising
a total of £1,1236.43, as a result of the additional work
and purchasing from Cash and Carry.

Oak Tree -The Jubilee Oak Tree from Hampshire County
Council should be delivered soon.
Grass Verge - A quote is awaited for the levelling and
piping of the grass verge leading to the bridge on the
B3400. The post and rail fence adjacent to the bridge will
be erected in the new year (erected since the meeting).
Flashing Speed Signs - Vitacress indicated it would be
willing to help fund the purchase. The Clerk will provide
definite prices for the signs at the January meeting.
Planning - There were no new Planning Applications.

It is not known if the site will be available next year; also
the Firework Team have being doing it for some time
now and are considering standing down. It was decided
to keep the Bonfire under review during the year.

Borough Councillor's Report - Cllr Mr K Watts reported
that he met the new Police Inspector in charge of the
Rural Areas, Steve Wallace. The good news is that the
Whitchurch Beat will not be losing two of their officers.

Cllr Mrs C Read received complaints from a few
residents about the lights on the Bio Digester at
Faulkners Down Farm. As the provision of lights was not
in the planning application, the Clerk was asked to
contact the Planning Enforcement Officer.

Parish Councillors' Reports - Cllr Mrs C Read said that
a mobile home has appeared in the field at Faulkners
Cross and the footpath is being used for access. The
Clerk will report this to the Planning Enforcement Officer
and to Hampshire Rights of Way.

Tufton - Mr Mike Stead stated that he is a resident of
Whitchurch and, with his family, often cycles through
Tufton on the way to Longparish; the worst part of the trip
is negotiating the dangerous junction with the A34. Cars
and lorries come off the junction at speed as this stretch
of road is still in the 70MPH speed limit. Locals and other
road users are very concerned about this junction.

Cllr Mr M Williams undertook to move the marquee poles
in the Recreation Ground to behind the pavilion.

There have been several accidents and numerous near
misses. The situation is at best most unsatisfactory and
at worst, a pure danger to all road users. It has been
suggested that the cycle path be upgraded from the
present gravel path to encourage cyclists to use it, with
better signage at and on the junction.
A Public Meeting will take place in the Gill Nethercott
Centre on the 19th December at 7.30pm to discuss this
junction and residents' concerns. County Councillor Mr T
Thacker has given his support and will be attending.
Hampshire Highways declined to attend. The Parish
Council agreed to give their support and urged Borough
Councillor Mr K Watts to get involved.
Cllr Mrs S Wyatt-Tilby reported that there was an
accident at the first humpback bridge in Tufton Lane, the
previous Saturday Night, and the bridge will need
repairing.
Plaque - Mr G Finlayson reported that, as a result of the
article in Hill & Valley, contact had been made with the
family of the plaque presented to a Hurstbourne Priors
resident, after the Great War
Road Signs - The speed limit signs have not yet been
moved on the St Mary Bourne Road, as agreed in the
summer with Highways. The Parish Clerk will ask Mr
Goodall for an up-date.
Memorial Bench - The late Mr Robert Selbie’s family
wish to erect a memorial bench in the Churchyard. In
view of this, the Parish Council agreed to have a
memorial plaque made and displayed in the Pavilion. It
was also suggested that a tree be planted to
commemorate the late Mr Selbie. This will be considered
at the next meeting, after looking at the site.

Cllr Mr J Beech reported that he has received a
complaint from the Ramblers Association about a
footpath in Tufton which is overgrown and needs cutting.
It has been noted that the stile needs replacing.
Cllr Mr P Smail said that Vitacress are no further forward
with their planning application. They have not yet been
able to sell Cressington.
Hurstbourne Priors will be represented at future meetings
of the Bourne Rivulet Group. Vitacress may be taken to
court by the Environment Agency over the diesel spill.
One positive thing to come out of the incident is that
Vitacress will install anchor points along a stretch of the
river to assist with the tying of booms.
Cllr Mr M Williams reported that there are grants of up to
£100 available for the needy. He was interested in finding
out more about the Lengths Man Scheme as reported in
recent correspondence from Cllr Mr T Thacker.
Cllr Mrs S Sorby reported that there is still a lot of mud on
the road coming from Apsley Landfill site; Cllr Mrs S
Wyatt-Tilby reported that this was contrary to conditions
8 and 9 of the Planning Application. The Clerk will
contact the Planning Enforcement Officer with a copy to
County Councillor Mr T Thacker.
Footpaths Report - As far as the Parish Council knew,
the Parish Footpaths are all clear and walkable. The
overgrown footpath at Tufton will be investigated.
Recreation Ground Report - The Recreation Ground
Committee will meet early in the New Year. The Cricket
Team has purchased a screen and Vitacress will pay for
another one; a cover for the square is also planned.
Village Hall Report - The new chairs were due for
delivery the following week.
2013/2014 Precept - There will be no increase in the
current precept of £7,000.
Dates of 1013 Meetings - 23rd January, 13th March, 29th
May (AGM), 31st July, 25th September, 27th November.
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