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COLIN KEITH MURRAY – a memoir

Born in Edinburgh on 18th June 1932 (Waterloo Day), Colin spent the first 8 years of
his life “following the drum”. From Edinburgh to Dover Castle to Glasgow to 
Balmoral and, as War was imminent, to Fort George, Inverness-shire, Headquarters of
The Seaforth Highlanders, of which his father was the Commanding Officer.

Educated, on and off, by a shared governess Colin went to school in 1940. Belhaven 
Hill had been evacuated to Dinnet House, a large sporting estate on the River Dee, 
where his great achievement was to catch and land a 9lb pike from a loch – a school 
record  - and a passion for fishing remained forever. Five years followed at 
Wellington College before “joining-up” in 1950. He followed his father into The 
Seaforth Highlanders for National Service doing his WOSBE at Barton Stacey, was 
seconded to the King’s African Rifles and found himself aged 19 in command of his 
African Platoon fighting the Chinese Communists in the Malayan jungle. He learnt 
10 words of Nyanga every day (an African provincial language) and later he added 

Italian and Chinese (enough to top and tail a speech) to the French and German he already spoke quite well.       

Returning to civilian life in 1953 Colin signed on with the T.A. but did not take up his place at Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge. He joined C.T. Bowring, a large firm of insurance brokers at Lloyd’s where he stayed for 10 years 
before moving to R.J. Kiln, a newly formed underwriting syndicate. Just before the move, Colin had become 
engaged to Precelly Davies-Scourfield. They married in 1964 and Sophia, Harriet and William happily arrived 
by January 1970. Colin followed Robert Kiln as Chairman in 1985. He also served on the Committee and the 
Council as well as a time as Deputy Chairman of Lloyd’s. During his years at Lloyd’s Colin was much involved 
with the Lloyd’s Volunteer Forces Fund as well as supporting some of the music at the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama. In 1992 he was appointed to the Lieutenancy of the City of London. Retirement came along 
in 1995 but Colin stayed on part-time with Equitas for another 5 years. He then devoted himself to life in 
Hampshire where he had lived with his family since 1978 having moved there from Putney.

Music was very important in Colin’s life both listening to all sorts of music from American 1930s Ruth Etting to 
all the classics especially opera. When first in London he took singing lessons and learned to play the Spanish 
Guitar so was much in demand at parties and gatherings of friends. In 2000 Colin joined the Friends of Music in 
Winchester. At one of his first meetings he said (something like this), “I know what we must do! We must have a 
Singing Competition and it must be Fun for everyone”. By 2018 the Hampshire Singing Competition was 
International and the finals took place at The Grange, Northington which has now taken it on.

2002/3 gave Colin a wonderful opportunity to really get to know the County that had become his home. The year
as High Sheriff opened so many doors to the working life of the County as well as sitting in Court in Winchester 
beside the Judge when possible. The Legal Sunday Service in Winchester Cathedral marking the beginning of 
the legal year was extra special for him because his daughter Harriet, a barrister, was able to take part in the 
procession. Several days a week visits were planned to many places of interest from prisons to St John 
Ambulance, Army Cadets and many schools the last of which fed his particular concerns about the development 
of young people. He was Chairman and then President of Hampshire Youth Clubs, a Governor of a School in 
Andover, hands-on supporter of Young Carers and more recently he gave some young people at Winton 
Academy help in achieving steps towards their careers. Colin was always on the look-out for a way of “fixing” 
and many people benefited from his “Something must be done” and “Make a Difference” attitude.    

Family life was of huge importance to Colin and family holidays continued until well after school years. The last
two holidays were in 2018 and 19 when Colin gathered children and 7 grandchildren to the very North of 
Scotland where he had so much pleasure in watching the young learning to fish. Colin had spent many childhood
holidays in Thurso with his own grandparents so it was a very happy time for him but he was unable to fish 
himself owing to the loss of his arm through cancer. His first operation was in 2003, five more followed with the 
last being the total loss of his right arm in 2015 – he was determined to drive with a gadget  - and did!  

Colin quite simply loved living in Hurstbourne Priors. He absorbed the fun of joining in everywhere especially if
he had something to say. Nothing interfered with him being at the May Fair every year until Sunday 3rd May 
2020 when he died peacefully in the morning of the day the May Fair should have taken place.         
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