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WEATHER – JUNE AND JULY 2021

June July

Total rainfall for 
month

92mm (3.62in) 96mm (3.78in)

It rained on 7 days 13 days

Rainfall same 
month last year

66mm (2.59) 59mm (2.32in)

Total for 2021 520mm (20.47in) 612mm (24.25in)

Total for 2020 526mm (20.70in) 593mm (23.30in)

Max temp 32C (90F)
on 14th June

36C (96F)
on 21st July

Min temp 7C (44F)
on 4th June

12C (54F)
on 4th July

At the end of June, the rainfall was the same as last 
year….we felt we could do with a dry (and warm) spell!

We had the warm spell in July … now we want another 
one!

The hottest temperature  in the South was Heathrow on    
21st July at 33C. We managed to beat that this time with 
36C = 96F ….warm. 
Last year Heathrow recorded 37.8C - we must do better!

John Smail

LADIES’ COFFEE MORNINGS

The September coffee morning will be hosted by Barbara
Carrodus and Denise Bradley on Thursday, 23rd at the 
Cricket Pavilion from 10.15 am. All ages are welcome!

For more information, or if you would like to host a 
coffee morning, please contact Susie Sorby (tel. 892665 
or sbsorby@hotmail.com)

THE WIMPY CYCLIST IS OFF TO PARIS

Elsewhere on these pages you 
can read about our Wimpy 
Cyclist – Simon Mattison, and 
his preparations to cycle 300 
miles to Paris at the beginning of 
September. Simon is raising 
funds for the British Legion. If 
you would like to sponsor Simon,
please visit his online JustGiving 
page: mattisonsp2pforRBL
Good Luck Simon!

MIDSUMMER CELEBRATION AND CHARITY 
AUCTION – 11 September 

Tickets still available, please contact: 
Ann Orr, Denise Bradley, Lulu Beasley and Emma Ryan

Email: MidsummerCelebrationHBP@gmail.com

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The Parish Council are very pleased to announce that 
meetings will, once again, be taking place in the Village 
Hall after a year of Zooming.  

The next meeting is on Wednesday 29th September at 
7pm.  All residents of Hurstbourne Priors are welcome to
attend and do not need to let the Clerk know beforehand. 
However, if there is something particular you would like 
to discuss it might be helpful to let him know so that it 
can be added to the Agenda.  The Clerk, Richard 
Waterman, can be contacted on 
Richard.waterman150@btinternet.com or on 01264 
772460.

All copies of the minutes of previous meetings are on the
village website.

Clare Read
Chairman
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WHITCHURCH SILK MILL

Threads in Sheds
'Threads in Sheds' is the latest special exhibition at 
Whitchurch Silk Mill. Opening on Saturday 11th  
September, it features contemporary tapestry pieces 
created by members of the British Tapestry Group. 
Thirty-six members from across the country and even 
internationally have created new tapestries inspired by 
the heritage and traditions of weaving, showing 
contemporary innovative and three-dimensional 
techniques at their best; some on display for the first 
time.

Whitchurch Silk Mill, a working museum, is the oldest 
working silk mill in the UK, and its living weaving silk 
heritage inspired these artists. Imagination, creativity, 
skill and patience are evident in the designs, and have 
created an exhibition to excite the senses and celebrate 
this evolving art form.

The exhibition will showcase the work of renowned 
tapestry weavers Joan Baxter and William Jefferies and 
silk weavers from the Mill.

Lisa Gale, Visitor Experience Manager at the Mill, says 
“We are incredibly privileged to premier this collection 
of works celebrating the art of textiles in all its brilliance.
Visitors will discover ingenious techniques, colour 
harmony and the narratives of imagery to inspire them. 
As each artist has approached the topic 'Threads in 
Sheds' in a different way, there is something for everyone
to enjoy.”

Joan Baxter, one of the world’s foremost tapestry artists, 
says “Our task, as tapestry weavers, has been to navigate 
through the numerous forms of yarn that silk comes in, to
celebrate the wonders of its dyed colours and to try not to
get immured in fine yarns that tempt us to impossibly 
detailed weaving.”

William Jefferies, a tapestry weaver whose work is 
featured in many national collections, says “All sense of 
the industrial mills (‘Sheds’) has been bypassed by the 
individual weavers who have quietly worked through this
last year of modern pandemic. It is a celebration of these 
weavers’ vision and skill and a fitting reward to be 
included as part of this exhibition in such an appropriate 
place.”

The exhibition is free with Mill admission and runs until 
Sunday, 21 November 2021. The Mill is open Tuesday to
Sunday 10.30 am to 5.00 pm.

Bridge Afternoon
In 2022 we are relaunching our student work placements,
and will be offering three textiles students the 
opportunity to experience the craft of silk weaving in our
unique heritage environment. These placements have 
become popular and we receive applications from all 
over the UK. Successful students are awarded a bursary 

of £400 to cover their living expenses during their time 
with us. Please help us raise £1200 for three 2022 
bursaries by taking part in our bridge afternoon:
 £15 per person
 Afternoon tea, prizes and raffle
 Bring your own bridge table and playing cards or 

iPads
 Booking deadline Monday 1 November 2021
For more information, contact 
laney.thorpe@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk

New Loyalty Card Scheme
The Mill is offering a new loyalty card scheme. Collect 
your free card from the Mill gift shop, spend £10 or more
in the shop on five occasions, getting your card stamped 
each time, and receive 20% on your next purchase 
(excludes Mill admission and café purchases). 

Water Voles Return to the Mill’s Riverbanks
Protection of the riverbanks between the Silk Mill and 
Fulling Mill (downstream) and our recent habitat and 
ecological improvements have resulted in the return of 
water voles to our stretch of the Test. The voles seem to 
approve of our softening of the riverbanks with some 
marginal planting, removal of tree branches over-
shadowing the riverbed and improved cutting and 
clearing of weed in the river, as they are now living in 
our riverbanks.

Silk Mill Food Festival
This event, on Saturday 18 September in the grounds of 
the Mill, is open for FREE as part of the Heritage Open 
Days scheme. Visitors will be spoiled by the selection of 
suppliers tempting them with delicious delights and tasty 
treats. See our social media posts or our website for firm 
details nearer the time.

Pins & Needles September
Join us on 3 September between 2pm and 4pm for the 
next in our regular adult crafting sessions, to learn a new 
skill or just to enjoy the company of some like-minded 
crafters. Tickets at £10 include tuition, all materials and a
hot drink from the café. Places are limited, so book as 
soon as you can.

Contact: info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk  – 01256 892065 – 
www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk 
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DIARY OF A WIMPY CYCLIST

Dulce et Decorum Est
Bent double like old beggars 
under sacks, 160 of us will be 
setting off for France at amber
sunrise on Thursday 2nd 
September.  To cyclists ardent
for some desperate glory, 
whatever hardship we go 
through over the 300 miles to 

Paris, it will be nothing compared to the desparate 
situations faced by our Tommys in the trenches way back
when.  

It is 100 years since the Royal British Legion was 
created.  The opportunity has arrived to raise funds for 
remembering the fallen and supporting the living, and I 
once again appeal to the readership of the Hill & Valley 
for your stalwart and generous support - please search for
my online JustGiving page here: “mattisonsp2pforrbl” 
(Mattisons P2P for RBL).  I am at 60% of my giving 
target, and need your help to spur me on to the Arc de 
Triomphe.

Training for the event has meant cycling longer and 
longer distances, and getting used to getting up in the 
morning and doing another day in the saddle.  To 
replicate the distances to Paris, last week I cycled a route 
for 60 miles (100km) every day for 3 days in a row, 
followed by a 4th day at 40k to flush out the legs(!).  
Suffice to say I achieved this then needed to recover from
a bruised backside!  

I also recently completed the Sam’s Ride (annual ride for
Salisbury Samaritans) in the soaking wet rain and cycled 
my furthest ever distance – 102 miles in one day.  It took 
an epic number of jelly babies, bananas and a slog up 
Pewsey Hill.  Sam’s ride in 2018 is where I first restarted
my road cycling and first heard about the Pedal to Paris –
an aspiration and a crazy-sounding distance for someone 
who could barely knock together 20 miles.  I have lost 
weight, my concentration and determination has 
improved and I am fitter for it all.  Wish me luck! 

Simon Mattison

 

EARLY EVENING PIANO RECITAL
ST ANDREW'S CHURCH HURSTBOURNE

PRIORS
SATURDAY, 9th OCTOBER

At 6.30pm

by popular request
Pianist

CHRISTOPHER BURROWS

returns to play a 
Selection of Music by

Rachmaninoff, Chopin, Beethoven and other composers

Tickets £12.50 
(to include interval wine) 

Available from:

Mandy Briant-Evans,:
a.briantevans@gmail.com 01264 738489

Barbara Carrodus
barbara.carrodus@btinternet.com 01256 893473

Save the date: The Wondering Fiddlers – concert in St 
Andrews Church on Saturday, 20th November. More 
details in next month’s Hill & Valley. 

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS

St Andrew’s Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday,
3rd October at 11am. 

All are welcome and we will have a special activity for
children during the service. 

As usual, we are collecting non-perishable food items for
the Andover Food Bank. The Food Bank provides boxes 
containing sufficient nutrition for at least three days work
of healthy, balanced meals for individuals and families. 
Suitable items include cereal, tea, coffee, sugar, pasta, 
rice, tinned foods, (meat, fish, fruit and vegetables) fruit 
juice and longlife milk.  

Please bring your donations to the service or leave them 
in the church beforehand. 

Followed by Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall at
12.30pm

Tickets for lunch are £5 for adults and £2.50 for children 
(under 5s free). Available from Fenella Williams (01256 
892081). There will be a quiz and a raffle and all 
proceeds will be donated to the Mityana Trust.
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MAY FAIR ON LINE PRESERVES STALL

The Preserves is offering Marmalades, Jams and 
Chutneys at £3.50 per jar. 

It’s never too early to start thinking about Christmas gifts
and stocking fillers…

To check current availability, please contact:

josephine.hutchinson@btinternet.com 

All proceeds from the sale of preserves to the 
Hurstbourne Priors May Fair which raises funds for our 
village amenities. 

Thank you for your support
Josephine and Denise

WORD OF THE MONTH

This month’s word is SUSURRATION meaning 
whispering, murmuring or rustling. 

"Hark to the susurrations of the river even after the 
autumnal abscission silences the riparian psithurism."

Sorry that is more than one word!!!! Got carried away.
Barbara Carrodus

Photo: Ian Bradley

ANDOVER FOODBANK

Thank you for your continued and generous support 
which is, as always, greatly appreciated.

SHOE BOXES
Please could you start saving any spare shoe boxes that 
you may have accumulated from your “back to school” 
or summer sales shopping!! They will be used for our 
Christmas gift boxes. Thank you.

This week, we are in need of the following items:-

Food Items: Non-Food Items:
Long Life Milk Small Laundry Detergent Long 
Life Fruit Juice (Urgent)
Tinned fish Deodorant

Thank you.
Jenny Lelean

Andover Foodbank
Tel: 01264 362111 www.andover.foodbank.org.uk

TALES FROM THE RIVERBANK: 
SUE AND TONY'S STORY – PART ONE

Back in 2005, we were living the city life in London. 
Inspired by Tony’s academic background in horticulture, 
and an avid interest in Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, we 
decided to move back to the countryside. We were 
delighted to find our own ‘river cottage’ in a village on 
the Upper Test.

In addition to the cottage, our new home had 3.5 acres of 
land close to the stream which had been used for ponies. 
We starting out with animals of our own: a calf, two 
cows, and a handful of sheep. Over time this grew until 
we were grazing other people’s fields, and in 2013 we 
bought another eight acres, including a section of 
riverbank, though sadly not the fishing rights!

Our love of the land, the chalk stream, and the wildlife 
surrounding us continued to grow, but this was coupled 
with increasing concern for their wellbeing. A solar 
installation felt like a good way to earn an income for 
retirement and do something positive for the 
environment, so in 2015 we re-mortgaged and put in a 
planning application for two acres of panels.

Our local village gave us fantastic support, and 
overcoming many hurdles we eventually connected to the
grid in 2016. The panels generate enough energy to serve
approximately 80 houses while still allowing for grazing,
although around this time we stopped livestock farming 
as Tony’s parents were unwell. We downsized to just six 
pet sheep, which we call ‘the freeloaders’!

Once the solar panels were installed, we were excited to 
find that they were an ideal habitat for liizards and grass 
snakes. We had seen house martins and swallows too, but
realised that our land had little in the way of 
encouragement for wildlife. During his career Tony had 
been involved in the creation of the Itchen Valley 
Country Park, and this gave us inspiration for what might
be possible on our own little patch.

The area next to the stream became the focal point for 
our changes. Digging out a dry ditch allowed it to fill 
with water, drawing damselflies, dragonflies, and 
amphibians. The permission for our solar panels required
us to add screening for our neighbours, but we went 
further by planting trees and extending the hedging. In 
the winter we feed seed along these hedges, to help keep 
our birds and voles going in the cold.

Want to support your local stream? Get involved: 
www.hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes
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