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WEATHER – AUGUST 2019

Total rainfall for month 76mm 2.99ins

It rained on 9 days

Rainfall same month last 
year

68mm 2.67ins

Total for 2019 534mm 21.02ins

Total for 2018 595mm 23.42ins

Max temp (on 29th) 32.9C 92F

Min temp (on 19th) 9C 48F

It was the hottest August bank holiday weekend 
ever! Our 32.9C (on the Monday) was just below 
Heathrow’s record 33.2C
The warmest bank holiday before this was 2001 
(Heathrow 31.5C).

John Smail

LADIES COFFEE MORNINGS

The October Coffee Morning will be hosted by 
Amanda Briant-Evans (01264 738489) at No 1, 
Cressington on Wednesday 16th October 2019 from 
10.15 onwards. 

VE DAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

As everyone will know the early May Bank holiday 
has been changed next year so that the country can 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE (Victory in 
Europe) Day over the weekend of 8th-10th May.

Several residents have expressed a wish to celebrate 
this in Hurstbourne Priors and the Parish Council are
seeking ideas as to how we should do this.  One 
thought is to have a village cricket match (20-20) 
similar to the one we had to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee followed by a big village tea on 
Sunday 10th May. I would very much like to hear 
whether you feel this is something you would enjoy, 
or any other ideas as to how we could celebrate.  

Don’t forget our wonderful May Fair will be held on
the preceding Sunday 3rd May.

Please feel free to send the Parish Council your 
ideas by email to me at clareread@aol.com 

Clare Read

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS

St Andrew’s Harvest Festival will be held
on Sunday, 13th October at 11am. 

All are welcome and we will have a special activity
for children during the service. 

As usual, we are collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Andover Food Bank. The Food Bank 
provides boxes containing sufficient nutrition for at 
least three days work of healthy, balanced meals for 
individuals and families. Suitable items include 
cereal, tea, coffee, sugar, pasta, rice, tinned foods, 
(meat, fish, fruit and vegetables) fruit juice and 
longlife milk.  

Please bring your donations to the service or leave 
them in the church beforehand. 

Harvest Supper
Saturday, 12th October in the Village Hall

at 7pm. 
This is a family friendly evening and we do hope

you will join us. 
Tickets are £5 for adults and £2.50 for children

(under 5s free). Available from Fenella Williams
(01256 892081)

There will be a quiz and a raffle. 

Proceeds from the Harvest Supper will be donated to
support the work of the Mityana Projects Trust, in 
our link Diocese in Uganda. (http://mityana-
projects-trust.co.uk/)

ANDOVER FILM CLUB

October’s film is The Keeper at 
the Odeon Cinema, Andover on 
Monday, 14th October at 8pm. 
Directed by Marcus H. 
Rosenmuller, it stars German 
Actor David Kross as the 
footballer, Bert Trautmann. 
Although the subject of the film 

was a sportsman, the film has been described as 
“not primarily a sports film” but instead a drama. 
Pre-booking on line is recommended at 
www.andoverfilmclub.org  
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MITYANA PROJECTS TRUST

Mityana Projects Trust is a small charity based in 
North West Hampshire. The link with the Diocese of
Mityana began through and continues to be 
supported by the Whitchurch Deanery in the Church
of England diocese of Winchester. All our primary 
schools in the area are linked with schools in 
Uganda, and over 50 people from our villages and 
communities in the Deanery have visited Mityana. 
The charity aims to promote and support sustainable
projects so that every penny donated will make a 
lasting difference in Mityana. Activities include:

 involvement in educational projects in rural 
primary schools
 investing in small income generating projects.
 supporting vocation centres
 offering support to the Mityana diocese

Altar Cloth for Bukanaga from Longparish 

Children watching a story being told

Painting a bedroom at Afinet

TESTBOURNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

We are delighted to share with you some of the 
highlights of our recent Testbourne Community 
School events, which have each embodied our 
strapline of Achievement, Excellence and Integrity.

Our GCSE and 
BTEC results day 
in August saw our 
year 11 students 
receiving the 
recognition and 
results they 
deserved after five

years of hard work and dedication to their studies.  
There were tremendous successes across the board 
with students achieving a total of 82 grade 9s 
(equivalent to a grade higher than A*) and 15 
students achieving an average of a grade 8 (A*).  
76% of our students achieved a grade 4 or above 
(grade C equivalent) in English and Maths 
combined. We wish all of our students the very best 
of luck with the next stage of their education and 
training. 
Our inaugural Prize Giving Ceremony in the 
Guildhall, Winchester was a fantastic evening of 
celebration with over 145 students receiving awards 
in the company of staff, parents, special guests and 
sponsors.  Our TCS choir, Bella Voce, provided 
exquisite musical entertainemnt in the superb 
acoustics of the Bapsy Hall. We were privileged to 
have Mrs Jean Thorpe, Secondary School 
Improvement Manager for Hampshire Inspection 

and Advisory Service, as our 
guest speaker. Jean gave a 
thought-provoking speech 
which encouraged us all to be 
kind, try something new and 
act with integrity; all qualities 
that we strongly value within 
our TCS community.
Students received awards 
ranging from effort and 
achievement in particular 

subjects to recognition of those who consistently 
demonstrate our learning qualities of courage, 
integrity, ambition, respect, leadership and 
responsibility.  The senior leadership and governors’ 
awards were reserved for those students who had 
demonstrated exemplary behaviour and attitudes in 
their individual circumstances and are considered 
true ambassadors for TCS. Please contact us, should 
you wish to sponsor our next Prize Giving event.
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PIANO RECITAL – 16th NOVEMBER

PIANO RECITAL
ST ANDREW'S CHURCH HURSTBOURNE

PRIORS
SATURDAY,  16th NOVEMBER

At 7pm
BY CHRISTOPHER BURROWS

We are pleased to welcome a new soloist to our 
Autumn concerts in St Andrew's.
Christopher Burrows trained as a professional 
organist and is now on the staff at Marlborough 
College. He is also making a name for himself in 
solo piano repertoire.

His programme will include works by Bach, 
Beethoven, Mozart, Brahms and Parry

Tickets £12.50 to include refreshments in the 
interval available from:

Mandy Briant-Evans,:
a.briantevans@gmail.com 01264 738489                  

Barbara Carrodus
barbara.carrodus@btinternet.com 01256 893473

PROCEEDS TO THE ORGAN RESTORATION
FUND 

THE FARRANT SINGERS - 3rd October

THE FARRANT SINGERS
The well known chamber choir from Salisbury

will be performing in concert

at ST ANDREWS HURSTBOURNE PRIORS
In aid of the Organ Restoration Fund 

on Thursday October 3rd at 8pm

Programme includes works by
 Bach, Taverner, Bruckner, Parry, Stanford and

Rachmaninov

Tickets £10 to include refreshments which will be
served in the Village Hall from 7pm. 

Tickets available at the door or from:
Barbara Carrodus (01256 893473)

Amanda Briant-Evans (01264 738489)

TOMBSTONE CORNER

Sacred to the memory of HANNAH KIRKBY wife of
JOHN KIRKBY GENTLEMAN who died August 10th

1785 aged 69 years

Also to the memory of the said JOHN KIRKBY
GENTLEMAN who

died October 2nd 1790 aged 82 years

The said JOHN KIRKBY was Steward in the Earl of
Portsmouth's family for 28 years. He died much

regretted by all who knew him
and with an unblemished character

This is the last in the series of tombstone 
inscriptions taken from the records of the Old 
Churchyard at St Andrew’s church now available in 
the porch. If you have a few spare moments do take 
the time to wander around and see for yourself the 
history of our village written in these inscriptions. 
This, like many in the churchyard, records the life of
a member of the Earl of Portsmouth’s household. In 
this case John Kirby was the Steward or head of the 
household for a very long time, but how and why 
did he acquire the title “Gentleman”?

Martin Briant-Evans

WORD OF THE MONTH
As you rake up the fallen leaves and gather up the 
windfalls in your garden, our October word of the 
month: ABSCISSION, may come to mind. 
From the Latin ab (off) and scindere (to cut) it 
describes the natural detachment of parts of a plant 
eg leaves or fruits. 

Barbara Carrodus 

RECREATION GROUND

Please can those exercising their dogs on the 
Recreation Ground (and in the churchyard) 
remember to clean up after their dogs.  There are 
several bins provided – please use them.

We do not want to stop the exercising of dogs on 
this lovely space but owners must be considerate to 
other users of the Recreation Ground. 

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council
October 2019
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DIARY OF A WIMPY CYCLIST

To Nomansland and 
back…
My 95 year old 
Grandad, pictured, and 
Grandma have spent 
their lives in Farnham –
not far from the Surrey 
hills and the wilds of 
Aldershot and North 
Camp.  He spent most 
of his working life as an
electrician for the 

defence ministry, having built Dakotas and Spitfires 
in Burma during the 2nd World War and wiring up 
the Mulberry harbours for the D-Day invasion.  
They never had a car.  They walked, or cycled 
everywhere.  They once walked out miles away to a 
farm outside Farnham to collect a passive-
aggressive black poodle, Samson, from the farmer 
who 15 years later murdered his wife and daughter: 
“Such a pity, he was a nice guy – he even offered us 
a lift home”, said Granny.  Grandad would cycle 
everywhere – the funniest sight would be around 
Christmas – when he would fetch a tree – mount it 
to the bike, then mount the tree.  My 6-year old 
mother was then pitched into the front basket as 
ballast.
Cycling brings out the English idiosyncrasies in our 
countryside systems.  I am sure the signposts all still
point the wrong way to fool the German 
paratroopers.  One recent idiosyncrasy (yes, I even 
double-checked the spelling of this word), was at the
start of a cycling group ride we took recently.  There
is no fixed cycling fraternity -  usually word of 
mouth gets you an invite to a ride.  On this occasion 
it was an extended ride, starting in Tisbury near 
Salisbury and looping round in a great arc through 
the New Forest.
The ride started with a slight snag: South West Rail 
seem to have a ruling, asked of the guard that 
morning: “Only 2 cycles per 3 carriages”, which on 
an empty west-bound 8.22 from Andover seemed 
ridiculous.  The official diatribe on their website 
states: "Whether you’re commuting to work or 
heading on a cycling holiday, we love to welcome 
cyclists and their bicycles, but spaces for bikes can 
become limited at busier times. Even when there 
isn’t a restriction we can’t guarantee that your bike 
will be accepted on the train, as space is allocated on
a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Our staff have the 
right to refuse a bicycle if there is no space for it to 
be transported safely."  Ergo – it’s a lottery of 

guesswork, vagary and attitude – so one of the group
was able to sort out a van to take our 10 bikes to 
Tisbury, while the rest of us boarded the train, 
offending the 7 commuters therein with our wrinkly 
legs and bright skin-tight garb.
So we were carbon-negative before we even started 
our tour.  Tisbury was quiet, forlorn and slightly 
soggy, we dawdled through Berwick St John, 
Sixpenny Handley, Trevor took a detour to 
Ringwood – chased down by Peter, and we all 
collected ourselves at Fordingbridge for some 
lunchtime fish-finger butties and chips – all the best 
carbs.  A sunny afternoon in Nomansland and across
the New Forest became a fast gravel race, slowing 
only for nonchalant ponies and baffled sheep.  Top 
tip for cyclists: never stop on a cattle grid.  We 
turned North to Dunbridge and Mottisfont and 
followed the Bourne river home – stopping for a 
coffee and phenomenal chocolate brownie at a café 
on Stockbridge high street.  Credit to Chris Prentice 
for a great route and a fun, supportive day – a solid 
70 mile point-to-point.

Simon Mattison

We are still in the height of the
kitten season and we have had
more unwanted pregnant cats
and kittens handed in than in
previous years. We are happy
to help with the cost of
neutering, please call us for
more information.

This is Barclay, he is around 7
years old and would be best
homed with a more mature
family with no young children or dogs. He came 
into care with 2 other cats but is happy to be homed 
on his own. He’s currently on a diet to help with 
weight loss but would really benefit from having a 
safe garden to play in.

 A date for your diaries: we will be at the Christmas 
Bazaar at Wherwell Home Guard Club on 9th 
November between 12-3pm.

Homing Enquiries: 0345 260 1501 or andover.cats.org.uk   
Fund-raising and volunteers: 07733 242196 
or email: coord@andovercats.org.uk  
Items for resale: 01256 892773z
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