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ST ANDREWS CHURCH RE-OPENING

WEATHER – MAY 2020
Total rainfall for month

4mm

It rained on

2 days

July & August 2020

0.16in

Rainfall same month last 41mm
year

1.61in

Total for 2020

460mm

18.11in

Total for 2019

306mm

12.04in

Max temp (on 31st)

30C

86F

Min temp

0C

32F

Frosts (11th and 13th)

2

What a month! Virtually no rain here and the sunniest
spring since 1929.
We had the hottest May since 1896 and the driest May
for 124 years. May 2020 was the sunniest ever. In the
south we had 345 hours of sunshine – usually we have
around 188 hours, so almost double.
John Smail

CHICKEN WITH CHUTNEY RECIPE
Ingredients
1 tbsp olive oil
1 small onion, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped
6 tbsp of your favourite Hurstbourne Priors chutney
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
6 tbsp mayonnaise
8 chicken thighs, skin on and bone in
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Heat the oil in a
frying pan over a medium heat and cook the onion, garlic
and chilli for a few minutes until softened. Stir in the
chutney, Worcestershire sauce and mayonnaise. Taste and
season.
Arrange the chicken on a foil-lined baking tray and
spoon over the chutney mixture. Roast the chicken in the
oven for 40-45 mins until cooked through and sticky.
Serve with a green salad.
~~~~~~~

Here are some more ideas for your Hurstbourne Priors
chutney:
- Mix chutney into ground beef or pork and use for
meatloaf or sausage roll filling
- Warm goat’s cheese or brie, top with chutney and serve
- Mix chutney with Greek yogurt to make a dip
- Purée chutney and use as glazing for meat, roasted
sweet potatoes, butternut squash
- Purée chutney and use as a dipping sauce for egg rolls,
samosa or any fried food
- Purée chutney and add it to salad dressing
- Serve chutney as a side dish with your favourite curry
Denise Bradley

Following advice from the Government and the Church
of England, we are very glad to be able to open St
Andrews Church again during these anxious and difficult
times. From Wednesday, 24th June, the church will be
open for personal prayer only on:
Wednesdays from 4pm to 6pm
Saturdays from 11am to 1pm
Hand sanitiser will be available and there will be notices
on display with information on social distancing
measures.
The re-opening of churches will be a gradual process and
we will keep the opening times under review. Dates and
times will be published on the church noticeboard at the
end of the drive and on the Hurstbourne Priors website:
http://www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk
Although our churches are closed, we continue to meet
for worship every Sunday at 11am for a Benefice service
using Zoom. You can join this either on the internet or on
the telephone. We also hold a Kids Zoom every fortnight
on Saturdays at 11am. These are a fun 20-30 minutes for
children up to 8 years old with stories, songs and a craft
activity.
If you would like to know more about these services or
have any questions about the church opening for personal
prayer please contact Fenella Williams (01256 892081).

THE MAY FAIR ON-LINE – DELI STALL
Thank you to all our purchasers. We have made over
£700.00 so far. We have now sold out of all marmalades,
and most jams. Still available at £3.50 a jar, we have the
following:
Jam
Spiced Apple &Walnut
Apple & Jumbleberry Jams
Chutneys
Banana
Spicy Apple (not hot)
Apple & Tomato
Spicy Apple &Tomato
Tame/Fierce/Ferocious Bengal Chutney
It would be wonderful to sell the last selection and
contribute to The Hurstbourne Priors May Fair!
To order, please email
josephine.hutchinson@btinternet.com She will confirm
your order and send you instructions for a BACS
payment and how to collect your order. All proceeds are
in aid of the May Fair to support our village amenities.
Josephine Hutchinson and Denise Bradley

1

Hill

Hurstbourne Priors

& Valley

Parish Magazine for Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish and St Mary Bourne & Woodcott

THE LAST NATIONAL EMERGENCY IN
HURSTBOURNE PRIORS – continued
The first part of this article appeared in the June issue of
Hill and Valley.
Throughout 1940, the Invasion Committee continued
their frenzy of preparations for the much feared
invasion.
Plans for possible casualties were formulated. First Aid
points were to be at the Village Hall (which had a
stretcher) and at Tufton Manor. The nearest ambulance
was at the Bank of England camp. Otherwise, casualties
would be ferried by horse and cart. There were
designated areas for washing in the event of a gas attack.
Rivers could also be used. Extra land was made available
for burials at St Andrew’s and Mr Blake the Sexton was
to be released from the Home Guard to take charge of
digging parties.
The indefatigable Miss Darling from Park Cottage was
the Billeting Officer. Villagers made homeless after an
attack could have temporary shelter in the barn north of
the Long House. The two churches, St Andrew’s and the
Chapel could be used as reception centres and the School
House would be a rest centre for 65 persons run by the
WVS under Lady Portal.
By 1943 still none of these plans had been needed.
However, the ever vigilant Committee faced a not
dissimilar problem shared by today’s government of how
to continue to keep the villagers alert but to avoid
causing panic. The continuing danger was reinforced by
the District Commissioner Major-General Collins who
attended the committee meeting in February of that year.
He stressed the danger of complacency and stated that
there could be no doubt whatsoever of the possibility of
invasion before this war was ended. The danger would be
greatest when Hitler was most desperate, as he would
count a million lives a cheap price for the conquest of
Britain.
The committee minutes then reveal just a hint of panic
among the members. A heated discussion took place as to
what they should they do in the event of a German
occupation. Should they stay, should they go or perhaps
half go and half stay? The Major-General took over the
meeting at this point, saying firmly that ‘If the Invasion
Committee cleared off …. responsibilities would not be
met’. Someone had to stay ‘to take the strain, to attend to
German demands and to protect the civilian population’.
It was decided that the younger and more active members
of the Committee should disappear to a concealed
headquarters with a definite plan to obstruct the
Germans.
Fortunately, no such action was ever needed and the
Committee was disbanded the next year in November
1944. The length and breadth of the Committee’s
responsibilities, however, had been enormous. The
selfless devotion and attention to every minute detail and
eventuality are immensely impressive. Thankfully, that
same altruistic spirit, leadership and sense of community
is still around today in our village as we deal with our
current insidious invader, the Coronavirus.

July & August 2020

THE MAY FAIR ON-LINE
The Plant Stall has raised over £1000 and the Deli Stall
has raised over £700 for the May Fair. We would like to
thank our wonderful stall holders, Precelly Murray and
Josephine Hutchinson and their helpers for all their work
growing plants and making jams and chutneys in the runup to the May Fair - and also a huge thank you to all our
customers who supported the on-line May Fair.
The May Fair Team

Although we are still closed for re-homing due to the
Covid-19 outbreak, we are hopeful that it won’t be long
until we are able to reopen.
We are currently trying to raise funds online while the
branch is closed. If you can spare anything to help our
cats and kittens, please visit the following link to donate.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Andover-andDistrict Thank you.
This handsome mog is
Murphy, he’s just over a
year old and is a little
nervous. He has come from
a multi-cat household so
would appreciate being the
only cat in an adult home.
If you think you can offer
Murphy a home once we
reopen, please get in touch.
For all homing, fund raising and volunteer enquiries;
Telephone: 0345 260 1501 or
Email: sylvia.cp@outlook.com
To view all cats currently up for adoption visit
www.andover.cats.org.uk

WORD OF THE MONTH
I have received this suggestion from my neighbour which
seems very appropriate for our times. There is little
information on 'the net', but I like the word and its
connotation so let’s spread the word and its essence. The
word is:
LAETIFICATE: to lift someone's spirits; to make or
become happy. (from the Latin laetifico – to be energetic
or outgoing)
and here is a word for August:
GRITH: peace, security, sanctuary imposed or
guaranteed. (from the Old English and related to the Old
Norse grith meaning home)
Barbara Carrodus

Amanda Briant-Evans
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OUR BUS SHELTER IS (ALMOST) BACK
MORE SUNFLOWERS!
I hope that most people have seen that our lovely
thatched bus shelter is back in it’s rightful spot on the
crossroads in the heart of the village. For those who
haven’t here are some pictures. It was wonderful that it
could be back in place for the VE day weekend. Almost
a year after the lorry
fire and following a
long battle with the
haulier’s insurance
company, the Parish
Council were finally
able to give the goahead for the
refurbishment of the
bus shelter. Until
2nd May 2019
then the burnt out
shell saddened all who walked or drove past.
Sparks from the lorry fire set light to the thatched roof of
the shelter. Luckily, thanks to the quick thinking of the
Whitchurch fire crew, the thatch was pulled off as it
burned thus saving some of the structure. It turned out
that it had been made of English elm which is very
difficult, and prohibitively expensive to source. Mark of
Andover Down Sawmill has spent a lot of time patiently
restoring the damaged wood, treating and cleaning it so
that it could be reused on the front and side. The new
wood is English oak
which was locally
sourced in Hampshire.
Master thatcher, Geoff
Gates and his son
Simon, will be
replacing the thatch in
the next few weeks so
that it will be restored to
its former glory.

After the lovely pots, here are some pictures of the
sunflowers that are starting to grow.

Rose and Hugo
Briant-Evans

Martha and Thomas
Stanes

Re-building the roof, February 2020

The bus shelter on the opposite side of the B3400 will
also be replaced, as will the bench which was burnt
during the fire. The metal bench which survived the fire
but was flattened by the green VW Beetle is being remade and will be back in place by the end of the
Summer.
The Parish Council would like to thank Paul Knipe,
Mark Barnett and their teams for all their hard work.
Clare Read

Rufus Read’s sunflowers (top left pot) are growing
and being sunshined and watered but need to
replant - however squash, leeks, chilli peppers and
cucumbers planted at the same time currently doing
better!
Thank you to everyone who has sent photos of
plants and plants. Please keep sending in your
pictures – perhaps there will be some flowers for
the September Hill and Valley!
The team at work, 7th May 2020
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