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Weather July 2015 

Total rainfall for month 56mm = 2.20ins 

It rained on 6 days    

Rainfall July 2014 27mm = 1.06ins 

Total for 2015 to date 407mm = 16.02ins 

Total for 2014 847mm = 33.34ins 

Min Temperature   8C = 46F(30th) 

Max Temperature  32C = 90F(3rd)   

Compared with this time last year, we have had 
half the rainfall, thank goodness. Our average for 
the year is 32ins. 

John Smail 
************************************* 

 
SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 

St Andrews Church is participating in this 
year’s Hampshire & The Islands Historic 
Churches Trust Ride and Stride - a rather 
longwinded name for a walk or ride between 
churches to raise money for ancient churches  

Ride and Stride involves people of all ages who 
spend an enjoyable time raising money for 
repairs and restoration to the churches and 
chapels of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. 

You are free to choose your own route and to 
visit as many of the churches in your area as 
you wish, between 10 am and 6 pm. You may 
cycle, walk, run, ride or drive to raise money 
for the region's historic churches and chapels 
of all denominations. 

The money you raise from your sponsors will 
be divided between this Trust and the church 
or churches of your choice. We are grateful to 
the many people who Gift Aid their 
sponsorship, which greatly increases the total 
raised; the tax recovered is retained by the 
Trust to add to its funds for future grants and 
loans. 

This event is a wonderful opportunity for 
families and friends to discover the rich 
heritage of our historic church buildings. In 
2014 over 400 churches in the HIHCT region 
opened their doors for Ride and Stride. The 
event raised more than £57,000, an increase 
of nearly £4,000 on the previous year's Ride 
and Stride. 

For more details visit the HIHCT 
website: http://www.hihct.org.uk. 

Ladies Coffee Morning 

The September coffee 
morning will be hosted by 
Doreen Finlayson at April 
Cottage(893667) on 
Wednesday 23rd 
September, from 10.15 
onwards, so make sure 
the date is in your diary. 

******************************** 

 Harvest Supper 

      The Harvest   

   Supper will be on 

Saturday, 10th October  

              in the Village Hall at 7pm. 

Plus QUIZ and RAFFLE 

Tickets (£5 for adults and £3 for children, 

under fives are free) - available from Fenella 

Williams  01256 892081. 

Please contact Fenella if you could help with 

cooking or with setting up and helping on the day. 

Whitchurch Deanery is linked to the Diocese of 

Mityana in Uganda and proceeds from the 

Harvest Supper will again be donated to support 

the work of the Mityana Projects. 

It's Sci-Fi season at the Gill Nethercott 

Centre! 

We’ve delved back into the dusty archives and 

considered many films for our selection, and have 

hopefully come up with choices which will challenge 

you intellectually, make you laugh and scare the pants 

off you! So here they are: 

Tues 22nd Sep. – Blade Runner (Directors Cut) Cert 15 

Tues 20th Oct. – Guardians of the Galaxy Cert 12 

Tues 24th Nov. – Alien (18) 

Special Sci-Fi season tickets will be available at £12 

for all 3 films, including an Interstellar Cocktail on 

the first night! (available from September) - or 

individual films will be £5 in advance and £5.50 on 

the door. 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 
11.00am until 11.30am, on 
Monday 7th September. 
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St Andrew’s Church – Hurstbourne Priors 

As a result of the generosity of a number of 
members of the Parish, some significant 
improvements to both the church and the 
churchyard have been made. 

The churchyard is now being well looked after 
through the summer and it is a pleasant and 
tranquil place to go for anyone seeking moments of 
peace and quiet. All members of our community 
and visitors to the area are most welcome to come 
and enjoy a time of contemplation or just a moment 
to appreciate the beautiful natural environment, as 
men and women must have done for over 1,100 
years since the first church was consecrated here. 

The church now has effective gas-fired central 
heating and, whatever the weather, can provide a 
pleasant venue for any event that requires fixed 
seating for about 100 people. Our extremely well-
equipped Village Hall is the obvious choice for 
many events, but if you believe that the church 
might be a more appropriate venue for an event you 
are planning, please contact Jeremy Goad 
(Churchwarden) at E Mail jeremy@thegoads.co.uk or 
telephone 01256 893211 to discuss it.     

Coach Trip to National Trust  Hughenden 
Manor - Tuesday 8th September 

A few seats left! 

Hughenden offers a vivid insight into the charismatic 
personality and colourful private life of the Victorian 
Prime Minister, Benjamin Disraeli, who lived here from 
1848 to 1881. You can browse among an extraordinary 
collection of personal memorabilia . 

The formal garden has been recreated based on the 
original designs of Mary Anne Disraeli and there are 
woodland walks surrounding this country home 
throughout our rolling parkland. The Coach leaves 
Whitchurch at 9.30am and arrives home around 6pm.  

Tickets cost £15 for National Trust members, and £24 
for non-members and are available from the Gill 
Nethercott Centre, Whitchurch or the Library. 

********************************* 
A Farewell to Hurstbourne Priors from John & 

Marilyn Smith 

What a memorable farewell party we were given on 17
th

 
July at our much loved village hall; it was wonderful to see 
so many villagers gathered together to wish us well in our 
future life in Somerset. 

We were touched by the warm words of John Perkins, 
Oliver Colman and Helen Mehaffey.  We hope that John’s 
short speech on our behalf conveyed the positive feelings 
we both have about our 21 happy years in Hurstbourne 
Priors as well as our enthusiasm for pastures new in 
Tintinhull.  We thank all those who prepared plate after 
plate of delicious nibbles (no supper needed later) and 
kept our glasses charged throughout the evening.  We are 
grateful to the Parish Council also for their generous 
donation to the event. 

From our arrival in 1994 we were encouraged to take an 
active part in village life and made many warm, rewarding 
friendships.  Some dear friends have sadly died in recent 
years but we will remember the great part they played in 
making the village such a wonderful place to live.  Other 
friends we are sad to leave but hope they will visit us here 
in Somerset to share more good times in the future.  The 
various village committees we have both served on have 
been an interesting and stimulating part of our 
appreciation of the village and we have much enjoyed the 
camaraderie of the bell ringers of the benefice. 

My stone carving activities brought me into contact with 
people over a wide area and will continue to do so; here in 
our new surroundings I have considerably more comfort 
and space to tackle the many commissions I have yet to 
embark on and I thank my clients for their patience over 
the past year when I have been much pre-occupied with 
other matters as well as our impending move. 

We have had little time to explore the surrounding 
countryside as we have been busy with our Hamstone 
village farmhouse.  Small towns such as Somerton and 
Ilminster are within easy reach and retain their family 
owned shops and individuality, while the nearby (but at 
much lower altitude) Somerset Levels are fascinating, rich 
in wildlife with beautiful, remote villages like Muchelney 
(famously cut off for months in the floods of 2013/14) 
casting their ancient spell over the landscape. 

The goodwill messages and cards we have received 
remain on display here amongst the muddle of plaster, 
paint and the plethora of yet-to-be unpacked boxes.  Our 
love and thanks to you all. 

Finally, we know that you will welcome Charles and Susie 
Urquhart and baby Rosie, the new owners of Copper 
Beech as warmly as we were received on our arrival.  We 
are confident that they will enjoy the house and village as 
we have over the years. 

Marilyn & John 

Faustus – in Concert Sat 3rd October 8.00pm 

Gill Nethercott Centre, Whitchurch 

Nominated in the 2009 BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards, the 

Faustus triumvirate are three of the leading lights of 

English folk music of their generation. Specialising in 

powerful delivery, faultless harmonies, inspired 

arrangements and a sprinkling of some of the 

bawdiest songs in the folk cannon, they are men on a 

mission to banish all that is pastoral and fey in the 

delivery of folk music.   

There will be a real ale bar for you to enjoy too.  

Doors open at 7.30pm with the music starting at 

8.00pm  

Tickets cost £12 each and are available from Sarah 

at the GNC, the Library or online at 

www.wegottickets.com 
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Cats Protection 

We have been very lucky recently in 
finding a new fosterer and a double 
pen is currently being installed in her 
garden. We would be happy to speak 
to anyone else who is interested in 
fostering. The time commitment is 

not excessive and all expenses are paid.  

Liono, our August cat, is now living in a quiet home in 
Basingstoke with a single lady. Mozza is a very large, 
very placid, middle aged, black and white cat. He has 

come into care 
through no fault 
of his own and is 
looking for a new 
home where he 
will get lots of 
love and 
attention. He is 
rather depressed 
at the moment 
and the two 
highlights of his 

day are when his pouches of Felix arrive. 

Enquiries:  01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Stories of rescued cats:  adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Fund-raising/volunteers:   adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection  

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council 

The following is a summary of the 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Wednesday 29th July 2015. A 
copy of the full Minutes will be made 
available on the web site at 

www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk. 

Speed Limits: A local resident asked the Parish Council to 
press for a reduction in the speed limit under the Viaduct on 
the St Mary Bourne Road. Large lorries have to travel in the 
middle of the road to negotiate the sides of the viaduct and 
there have been accidents and plenty of near misses.  

The Parish Council will ask Highways to look at the speed 
limit on this stretch of the road and will suggest that warning 
signs are erected. 

Tufton: Cllr Mr J Broomfield reported that the path, wall and 
gate have now been completed at St Mary’s Church. 

Highways inspected the problem drain on the 10th June 
2015 but have not been back to carry out any work. 

Weeds on the A34 down ramp have not been cut so it is 
near impossible to see on-coming traffic when turning into 
Tufton Lane. (note: this has since been cut). Footpath 13 is 
very overgrown and in urgent need of cutting.  

County Councillor's Report: Cllr Mr T Thacker reported 
that, at a recent meeting in St Mary Bourne to discuss 
Broadband in Hampshire, BT hoped to have 95% of 
Hampshire covered by 2018. BT agreed to improve 
communications with HCC so they could inform residents.  

Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that the Environment Agency 
have confirmed that riparian owners can clear to the middle 
of the river bed. This will clarify their responsibilities. 

Lengthmans Scheme: Cllr Mr T Thacker advised that, as 

far as he knew, funding for the Lengthsman Scheme was 
secure but he will check.    

May Fair: The May Fair committee has given the 
Recreation Ground a cheque for £1,700 which was very 
gratefully received.  

Planning: EDF Energy has withdrawn the appeal for the 
Bullington Wind Farm. Very good news for the area.  

The Hirst Site re-development planning application comes 
before the Committee on the 8th August 2015. Cllr Mr K 
Watts reported that the normal 40% affordable housing 
allocation will not apply to this site as there is no housing 
need in Hurstbourne Priors.  

Cllr Mr K Watts reported that, if planning permission is 
granted, it has been agreed that there will be a Developer 
Contribution towards the pavilion in Hurstbourne Priors. 
(Cllr K Watts confirmed by email after the meeting that this 
will be £18,719.55). 

Cllr S Wyatt-Tilby reported that the Parish Council has just 
received a partly retrospective planning application for 
Apsley Farms for further development of the Biodigester 
operation.  

Borough Councillor's Report: Cllr Mr K Watts said, 
following changes to the number 76 bus timetable, 
Hurstbourne Priors will have double the service (i.e. every 
half hour) and smaller buses will be used. 

The Revised Local Borough Plan will be available from the 
6th October 2015.  

Parish Councillors' Reports: Cllr Mrs S Sorby reported 
that she has received complaints from residents about the 
overgrown hedges on the Longparish Road. 

Cllr Mrs S Sorby asked if the Parish Council thought it 
would be possible to use the Hurstbourne Priors Residents' 
email list as a Village ‘Notice Board’ to advertise events in 
the village which was agreed.  

Cllr Mrs C Read had been battling with Vodafone since May 
to resolve the lack of signal. Vodaphone disclosed the 
problem was a landowner who refused to allow trees to be 
lopped. Cllr Mrs Read contacted the Land Agent and the 
trees were due to be lopped the following day. 

Japanese Knotweed is growing adjacent to the B3400 by 
the back gate to Manor Farm. This has been reported to  
the landowner, Testbourne Estates, and Highways. 

Recreation Ground: The cesspit  has had to be emptied 
four times already this season, once because someone had 
left a tap running. There is a concern that people are going 
into the pavilion who shouldn’t be. A key safe is being fitted. 
We have had to replace the tea urn (again mysteriously left 
on and boiling!) and to put up two new mirrors in the shower 
rooms. 

Footpaths: Cllr Mrs C Read has reported that, as far as 
she knew, all the footpaths were clear and walkable (the 
issue with Footpath 13 has still to be resolved). 

Village Hall: Cllr Mrs S Sorby reported that the Village Hall 
bookings for the first half of the year have been double 
those for the same period last year. A replacement small 
freezer has been purchased. 

Farewell to the Smiths: Cllr S Wyatt-Tilby thanked Cllr S 
Sorby for organising the Farewell Drinks Party for Mr and 
Mrs Smith; it was well attended and a nice send off for the 
couple who have done so much for the village. 

Dates for 2015 Meetings: September 30th and November 
25th 
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Watercolour of Marilyn & John's House in Tintinhull 

************************************************** 

        TUTORED WINE TASTING 

      HURSTBOURNE PRIORS VILLAGE 

      HALL 

SATURDAY 31ST 

OCTOBER 7.30PM 

Please note this is a 

revised date 

Alan Montague-Dennis,  

a long time Tufton 

resident and Prestige Director for a  leading  UK 

Wine Shipper,  will host a tutored tasting on the 

diversity of port and discuss the styles of port 

beyond vintage.  

This promises to be a fascinating evening and will 

include port samples for you to taste, followed by a 

Fish  (or Sausage) ‘n’ Chip Supper. There will also be a 

raffle and a ‘donation’  bar for your further 

enjoyment!  

RESTORATION APPEAL FUND-RAISING EVENT in 

aid of ST. MARY’S, TUFTON 

Tickets are £16 per person and are strictly 

limited. Call Lynda on 01256 895556 

Thank You 

The Parochial Church Council of Hurstbourne 
Priors would like to thank the May Fair Committee 
for their very generous donation to St Andrew's 
Church, following this year's May Fair.  

We would also like to thank everyone who helped 
with the May Fair, making this such a successful 
event: setting up and taking down the tents, 
manning the car park, running stalls, and for all the 
planning and organising that goes on before the 
day.  

The donation from the May Fair will be used for the 
running costs and general maintenance of the 
church: including insurance, heating and lighting, 
and the upkeep of the church building. 

Fenella Williams, Hon Treasurer 
Hurstbourne Priors PCC 

Harvest Festival 
The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday, 11th 
October at 9.30am in St Andrew’s Church.  

 
We are again collecting non-perishable food 

items for the Andover Food Bank which 
provides food for local people in crisis.  

Please bring your contribution to the Harvest 
Festival or to the church beforehand. 

  
Revd Richard Sutcliffe blessing animals at the Animal Service at St Andrew’s Church on 9th August 


