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Weather April 2015 

Total rainfall for month 24mm = 0.94ins 

It rained on 4 days    

Rainfall April 2014 129mm = 5.07ins 

Total for 2015 244mm = 9.60ins 

Total for 2014 660mm = 25.98ins 

Min Temperature   -1C = 30F(5th) 

Max Temperature  24C = 76F(14th)     

John Smail 
Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 
11.00am until 11.30am, on 
Monday 15th June. 

 
HURSTBOURNE PRIORS MAY FAIR 

May I, on behalf of the May Fair Committee, extend 
our sincere thanks to all in the village and surrounding 
areas who contributed in so many ways to ensure that 
this was yet another record year. It is only with 
everyone pulling together and putting in enormous 
efforts that our small village can achieve such a 
wonderful success. 

As you can imagine, our Treasurer is working hard to 
get all the final figures together in order that everyone 
can come along to the Village Hall on Thursday 4th 
June, at 7.45pm to peruse these figures, whilst 
enjoying a well deserved glass of wine.    Everyone is 
welcome and we are always delighted to see new faces, 
as this provides another opportunity for a village get 
together.  

Please do come along. 

This has been my final year as Chairman but I know I 
am leaving a very strong committee who are totally 
dedicated to raising funds for the Church, Village Hall 
and Recreation Ground  

Helen Mehaffey  

Ladies Coffee Morning 

Don't miss out on the latest 
happenings in the village! Come 
along to the Ladies Coffee 
morning which, this month, will 
be hosted by Susie Sorby at 
Bourne House, 53, Hurstbourne 
Priors ( 892665), on 

Wednesday 24th June, from 10.15 onwards.                                                                    

Commemorative  
'Date Touch' Rung for Philip 

Chalk 
The bell ringing fraternity within this 
benefice was saddened to learn of the 
passing of Philip Chalk. Chris Caryer had 

known Philip from the 1970s and occasionally rang with 
him at St Paul's Cathedral during the 1980s.  

At Philip's funeral, Chris was pleased to meet up with one 
of his sons David with whom he had taken part in a 
cycling and bell ringing holiday in 1975 in East Anglia.  

The St Mary Bourne band had originally planned to ring 
what is known as a 'Date Touch' (comprising a number of 
changes appropriate to the occasion being marked) to 
commemorate the tercentenary of the first recorded true 
peal. Accordingly, Chris composed one of 1715 changes 
using the method that was rung on that first auspicious 
occasion in Norwich.  

Our Touch would have to be attempted at Hurstbourne 
Priors as eight bells are required and SMB and Longparish 
only have six! Upon hearing the news of Philip's passing, 
it was unanimously decided that it would be appropriate 
and right to dedicate the Date Touch to his memory. We 
duly rang the piece and were particularly pleased and 
privileged to achieve this on Philip's fine bells.  

Hurstbourne Priors, Hampshire, St Andrew,  
Monday, 4th May 2015 in 1 hour and 2 minutes  

1,715 changes of Plain Bob Triples 
Composed by Chris Caryer 

1 Eve Lind-Smith - 2 Liz Thornton - 3 Helen Thomas  4 
Carol Waller - 5 Ken Waller - 6 Roger Thomas -  
7  Chris Caryer (Conductor) - 8 Brian Oakes  
By a St Mary Bourne band to mark the tercentenary of the 
first recorded true peal, 5040 Plain Bob Triples at St Peter 
Mancroft, Norwich, on 2nd May 1715.  
Also to celebrate the life of Philip A F Chalk, main 
instigator of the restoration and augmentation of the bells 
in 1998 and former Churchwarden at this Church, who 
died on 4th April.  
Rung on the morning of the Hurstbourne Priors May Fair.  

Chris Caryer, Ringer at SMB  

 

Down Farm House Garden, 

Hurstbourne Priors, (on the Harroway), will be 

open for the National Garden Scheme, on 

Sunday 14th June and Wednesday 17th June 

2.00pm to 5.30pm 

Admission £3.50 

Teas and plant sales 

Directions will be sign posted from the Viaduct 

crossroads. 
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Hurstbourne Priors Cricket Club 

 2015 FIXTURE LIST  

Date Opponents Venue 

30/05/2015 Colden Common Home 

06/06/2015 Bentworth Away 

13/06/2015 Oakley Home 

20/06/2015 Compton & Chandlers Ford  Home 

27/06/2015 Whiteparish Home 

04/07/2015 Steeple Langford  Away 

11/07/2015 Whitchurch Home 

18/07/2015 Bishops Waltham II Away 

19/07/2015 Rioteers Home  

25/07/2015 Winterslow Home 

01/08/2015 Andover III Away 

08/08/2015 Trojans II Home 

15/08/2015 Wherwell Away 

22/08/2015 Amesbury Home 

29/08/2015 Sparsholt II Away 

Cats Protection 

Now that summer is here, most cats 

are keen to be out and about 
during the warm nights but try to 
keep them in, if possible. The 
hours of darkness are the time 
when a cat is most likely to meet 

with a road accident. If you really can’t keep the cat 
in, make sure that it is micro chipped so that you 
can be contacted if it is taken to a vet. 

We shall be providing teas for the open garden at 
Bere Mill, Whitchurch on the weekend of 6th/7th 
June. The garden, situated on the River Test, is 
magnificent, well worth a visit and our home made 
cake will not disappoint you. 

We are happy to report that Betty has found a 
lovely, rural home, though last month’s black and 

white boys are 
still in care. 
The June cat is 
Libby, a 

beautiful, 
young long-
haired tabby. 
She is very 
friendly, loves 
attention and is 

quite vocal when she doesn’t get it. 

Enquiries:  01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Stories of rescued cats:  adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Fund-raising/volunteers:   adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection  

TESTBOURNE ESTATE PERMISSIVE 
FOOTPATHS 

Please note that the permissive footpaths 
through Testbourne Estate will be closed 

on the following dates for necessary 
maintenance and Health and Safety work. 

1st June 2015 and 5 October 2015 

Signs will be posted 1 week prior to the 
commencement of closure. 

We are sorry for any inconvenience 
caused during these periods. 

Danny Wallace 
Testbourne Farms Partnership 

NGS OPEN GARDEN 
Jane and John Huxford  

invite you to a garden opening on 

Sunday 14th June & Wednesday 17th June  

from 1.30 – 5 p.m.  

at 2 Church Cottages, Tufton, Whitchurch, RG28 7RF 

A stone’s throw from the river Test, formerly an 

estate cowman’s cottage, the front and back are  

traditional cottage gardens, but there’s more through 

the gate in the hedge!  

Teas, Plants for sale and Scavenger Hunt for 

children. 

Admission:  Adults £3.50, children free (dogs on 

leads) 

Most areas suitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 

All the proceeds given to the National Garden 

Scheme go to charity. Last year ten charities 

shared £2.5m. 

Whitchurch Films 
Kingsman - The Secret Service(15)  

Gill Nethercott Centre 
Tuesday 23rd June 7:30pm 

Gary "Eggsy" Unwin, whose late father secretly 
worked for a spy organization, lives in a South London 
housing estate and seems headed for a life behind 
bars. However, dapper agent Harry Hart (Colin 
Firth) recognizes potential in the youth and recruits 
him to be a trainee in the secret service. Meanwhile, 
villainous Richmond Valentine (Samuel L. Jackson) 
launches a diabolical plan to solve the problem of 
climate change via a worldwide killing spree. ‘An ultra 
violent, funny, crazy, foul-mouthed James Bond film 
with a little bit of 'Men in Black' and 'Mission 
Impossible' thrown in!’ 

Tickets cost £5 in advance from GNC or Library or 
£5.50 on the door - Bar available. 
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Annual May Fair 

As is becoming customary, the weather kept us all guessing until the last minute but the day of the May Fair dawned 
bright, if a trifle chilly. Thanks to all those involved from the village and the surrounding area, this was another day of 
fantastic entertainment for all age groups. There was juggling, story telling, children's games, with pony rides, Maypole 
dancing and visits to see the sheep and lambs. 

       
Once again the Cricket Pavilion became the Pub on the Green and food was in plentiful supply from the doughnut and 
candy floss stalls, the hog roast and the barbecue, with the ever popular teas in the Village Hall. Fortunately, the weather 
stayed dry and the clayzer shooting was popular, whilst visitors chanced their luck on the Tombola and Bottle Stalls and 
books found new homes. The stalls for plants, jams and preserves, bric-a-brac and cakes were kept busy throughout the 
day. The Arts and Craft Exhibitors not only created a lot of interest but also provided some prizes for the Tombola!  

     
The income and expenditure figures for the Fair will be shared with everyone at a meeting in the Village Hall on Thursday 
4th June. Lastly but most importantly, a very big thank you is extended to all those who contributed in making this 
another very successful May Fair - the major fund raising event for our Church, Village Hall and Recreation Ground.   
*****************************************************************************************   

St Andrew’s Church – Heating Upgrade 

 I am pleased to announce that the work on the 
heating system at St Andrew's Church has been 
completed the heating is now fully operational. 

Jeremy Goad jeremy@thegoads.co.uk 

Hurstbourne Priors Cricket Club 

Match report - Priors vs IBM Hursley 

Hurstbourne Priors suffered a second defeat in County 4, 
with a poor batting display. IBM Hursley batted first and 
were in trouble when Chandler was bowled by Mark 
Matthews. James Bayliss trapped Admas lbw but IBM 
started to rebuild, with Rich Saville hitting a quick-fire 35. 
Priors had to ring the bowling changes to take wickets but 

poor catching did not help. Mike Pollard (51) drove the 
Hursley innings, with good support by the middle order.  

Priors used their spin options well and the guile of Tony 
Blyth (2-25) and variation of Richard Carter (3-46) slowed 
the Hursley run rate down. The innings came to end when 
Wood and Reuben went for a run and Prior skipper, Mark 
Hamson, hit the stumps, leaving the away side 213 all out. 

Despite a lovely English tea and sunny afternoon, the 
Priors' batting did not deliver. Six of the top seven batsman 
threw their wickets away with poor shot selection. Only 
Mark Hamson (27) and James Bayliss (19) showed any 
discipline. IBM used all their bowling options and Priors had 
no answers. Rajiv Kumar (26) used the willow to good effect 
in the last few overs but Priors fell well short of their target. 
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Match report - Priors vs Dinton 

Hurstbourne Priors didn't get the start to the 2015 season 
they needed, losing by 57 runs to Dinton. Priors won the 
toss and decided to bowl, making use of the swinging 
conditions. Mark Matthews removed Dinton's skipper, 
Lance Harwood, with a pacey in-swinging delivery. Rajiv 
Kumar followed up at the other end by removing Nuttall.  

Dinton dug in, with Angelo Zissis (55) and Benny Coombes 
(93) putting on 71 for the 3rd wicket, swinging the game 
back to them. A great catch by Rajiv in the deep, off 
Jonathan Hopkinson, removed Zissis. Hopkinson (2-32) 
bowled 10 solid overs of spin but it was the left arm of Tony 
Blyth, that almost turned the innings in  Priors' favour. Blyth 
(2-36) bowled Baber with his first delivery and Pearce for a 
duck. However, Coombes hit four huge sixes and was 
unlucky not to get a century, with. Dinton reaching 218. 

Priors' run chase suffered a blow when Hopkinson was 
bowled by Dinton paceman, Allen. Priors had to 
consolidate, with Ashok Nautiyal (61) and Mark Hamson 
(28) putting on 70. Dinton bowled with discipline and, when 
the partnership was finally broken, Priors' middle order 
failed to respond. Ashok tried to keep the rate going but 
wickets fell regularly, and Priors only reached 161 for 8. 

Mark  Hamson, Team Captain 

***************************************

Obituary  
Tribute to Philip Alexander Forbes 
Chalk 

Compiled from the address given 
by his son, David Chalk, at the 
funeral service on Friday 17th 
April. 

"I want to share a few thoughts about three particular 
aspects of my father’s life which he and I shared. 

Bells played a large part in his life. We are delighted that 
so many ringers from all over the country are here today 
to celebrate his life. You will have heard some pretty 
good ringing already this afternoon but if I know one 
thing about my father – he will be listening to the striking 
with a critical ear and a constructive comment – but I 
think I can assure those of you with a less experienced 
ear that you will hear some ‘world class’ ringing after this 
service. So no pressure on you ringers then! 

He learnt to ring with his father just after the war at 
Stansted and Much Haddam where they lived and he 
developed his skills at Cambridge and then onto London. 
He was a member of the St Paul’s Cathedral band for 25 
years. He was certainly one of the leading heavy bell- 
ringers of his generation and, in his prime, was an 
imposing figure on the box of the 11th at St Pauls, or the 
tenor at St Michael’s, Cornhill. 

On moving to Hurstbourne Priors, he got enormous 
pleasure from teaching a new band to ring on the 
restored and augmented bells here at St Andrews - all 
just in time to ring for the new Millennium.  

He was very proud of his family tradition in ringing, with 
the many Chalks in Essex and Hertfordshire, going right 
back to Samuel Scott of Long Melford in Suffolk in the 
mid-1700s – indeed the same church where both my 
sisters were married. He was keen that the next 
generation understood something of ringing and I think 

all his grandchildren had some introduction either in the 
tower here, or on handbells. Some of the grandchildren, 
after a particularly intense lesson, renamed those 
handbells as the ‘hellbells’. I don’t think they told him! 

The Drapers Company was very important to him, 
particularly after his retirement from medicine. A great 
fraternal organisation, steeped in generations of tradition 
and a force for good through its educational and 
charitable work. He was Master in 1991. I am proud to 
have been elected to join him on the Court of the 
Drapers’ Company and to share that time with him - 
which is a rare honour in our Company. The Master 
Draper, NB-T, wardens and many fellow Drapers are 
here and we are delighted to see you. 

The countryside played a big part in his life and he 
enjoyed country sports, training his retrievers, and more 
recently, he got enormous pleasure from being involved 
in a shoot near Petworth. He loved the company and 
conversation, probably more than the shooting.  

It also brought out his hidden talent as a cake maker - 
every time they met, he would turn up with a wonderful 
fruitcake he had baked - to be enjoyed by all. The cake 
is even recorded in the official game book. 

Fishing was a great passion and moving to this village 
brought him to the banks of his beloved Rivers Test and 
Bourne. For many years he was a member of the 
Middleton syndicate on the River Test in  Longparish and 
delighted in sharing this with friends and family. 

He enjoyed the whole experience of fishing and he 
epitomised the saying that ‘there is more to fishing than 
just catching fish’. He tied his own fishing flies, those 
surgeon’s skills coming in handy, and loved giving 
people some of his flies to try out for themselves. One of 
his own designs that he called  ‘Chalk’s indescribable’ 
caught many trout and at the last Drapers’ Court meeting 
he attended, I overheard past Master Victoria Leatham 
telling him about her success on the River Kennet using 
that very fly. He was thrilled. 

I recently found a notebook in his fishing bag which I 
thought would be a record of fish caught, successful flies 
and ‘the ones that got away’ – but no; it was titled ‘fishing 
flora’ and was a record of the interesting plants he found 
and identified as he walked the banks of the Test – all in 
their correct Latin names of course – he was after all a 
botanist before he turned to medicine. ‘There is more to 
fishing than just catching fish’. 

Fly fishing has a strong literary tradition and none more 
so than the classic book ‘Where the Bright Waters Meet’, 
by Harry Plunket Greene. Plunket Greene was a 
celebrated baritone who lived in this village, in the house 
next door to my parents, in the early years of the 20th 
century.  My father adored the book and treasured his 
first edition copy. It gives such a lyrical description of the 
Rivers Bourne and Test and of Hurstbourne Priors 
village life in the pre-first world war years. 

From his study window, my father could see the River 
Bourne that he and I fished together – as it runs behind 
the church and the churchyard where Harry Plunket 
Green is buried and where shortly my father will be laid 
to rest – not much more than a decent long cast apart. 

May he rest in Peace." 


