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Weather May 2015 

Total rainfall for month 57mm = 2.24ins 

It rained on 8 days    

Rainfall May 2014 80mm = 3.15ins 

Total for 2015 301mm = 11.85ins 

Total for 2014 740mm = 29.10ins 

Min Temperature   3C = 38F(19th) 

Max Temperature  24C = 76F(27th)     

John Smail 

Ladies Coffee Morning 

The July coffee morning will 
be hosted by Helen Mehaffey 
at the Limes (893119) on 
Tuesday 21st July, from 
10.15 onwards, so make 
sure the date is in your 
diary. 

Hurstbourne Priors Cricket Club 

"On Fire" Matthews blows out 
Colden Common 

HPCC's decision to play the 
unpredictable Mark Matthews was 
the right one as he delivered his 
best ever performance at the 
picturesque Bourne Valley ground. 

Matthews (7-29) was bowling with real pace and 
intent and ripped apart the Colden Common 
batting order. 

He took 3 wickets in one over and was well 
supported behind the  stumps by Steve Trinder 
who leapt like a salmon to catch Purkis. James 
Bayliss (2-28) supported his bowling partner well 
and the away side struggled to get any 
momentum. Their problems were exacerbated 
when Ricky Swain pulled a hamstring going for a 
single. Ben Vincent showed some resistance but 
Matthews took his seventh, leaving the away side 
61 all out. 

Priors' response should have been 
straightforward but their lack of confidence with 
the bat showed. This was made worse when 
Ashok Nautiyal created a calamitous run out, 
seeing the end of Jonathan Hopkinson. Despite 
some decent bowling from Nigel Champion, 
Richard Carter showed his years of experience, 
seeing Priors home and ensuring 22 points. 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 
11.00am until 11.30am, on 
Monday 13th July. 

Cats Protection 

We get a lot of calls from people 
whose cats are toileting in 
inappropriate places. There is 
often a simple reason for this. If 
the cat refuses to go out, it may 

be because there is an aggressive cat in the 
vicinity. In this case, providing an indoor litter 
tray may well solve the problem. If you have 
more than one cat the rule is one tray per cat 
plus an extra one. 

Libby, last month’s cat, has found a lovely, family 
home in the New 
Forest. Tippy gets her 
name from the little 
white patch at the end 
of her tail. She is a 
delightful, middle-aged 
cat, very relaxed and 
friendly. She was 
previously homed last 
December but was 
returned because she 
did not like a small child 
in the house. We need 
to be sure that her next 
home is permanent so a 
quiet, adult home would 
be preferable. 

Enquiries:  01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Stories of rescued cats:  adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Fund-raising/volunteers:   adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection  

Gill Nethercott Centre Coach Trips 

We will take a little break in July and August and be 

back in September with NT Hughenden House, the 

National Arboretum, London and our popular Bath 

Christmas trip. Thank you for your support of these 

trips and have a lovely summer. 

Whitchurch Police Report 

PCSO Piers Ambler of Whitchurch & Overton 
Neighbourhood Policing Team produces a 
monthly Newsletter summarising the crimes 
occurring in the Whitchurch & St Mary 
Bourne area. 

Over the month of May, there were 18 
incidents which have been classified as 
crimes by the Home Office which is 11 less 
than there were in May 2014. 

A copy of the full report can be viewed at the 
Hurstbourne Priors web site at 
www.hurstbourne-priors.org.uk. 
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It's Sci-Fi Season at the Gill Nethercott 
Centre! 

We want to reach into the dusty film archives and 
bring back to life 3 of the most iconic Sci-Fi 
movies ever made. If you have a favourite; if 
you’re a closet Trekkie, love ET or hum the tune 
to 2001 Space Odyssey in quiet moments, we 
want to hear from you. Let us know what you 
would like to see and we will pick the 3 most 
popular to show as part of our Sci-Fi season.  

Special Sci-Fi season tickets will be available at 
£12 for all 3 films and will include an Interstellar 
Cocktail on the first night! (Available from 
September). 

Get in touch now and tell us your choice for most 
Iconic Film!  

Telephone 01256 896270 or email 
gillnethercottcentre@btconnect.com 

ANDOVER LIBRARY 

    Puffin Wildlife Art  

    Workshop 

    8th July 10am to 1pm 

    Come along and create 

    your own layered coloured 

    pencil Puffin wildlife    

    artwork. 

This workshop will introduce you to the skills and 

techniques required to create a layered coloured 

pencil Puffin wildlife artwork. 

No experience or knowledge is required. All 

materials are supplied. 

Tickets £12 full price (concessions apply) 

Booking is essential as places are limited. To 

book your place please contact Andover 

Library, telephone 0300 555 1387 

Hurstbourne Priors Cricket Club 

103 run win against Bentworth 

Choosing to bat first, Priors looked 
wobbly early on when Jonathan 
Hopkinson and James Bayliss were 
removed, leaving the away side 10 
for 2. Despite this, the in-form 
Ashok Nautiyal took the charge to 

the Bentworth bowling. Priors rattled up a 100 
partnership by the 26th over, with Ashok and 
Mark Hamson running well between the wickets 
and taking the attack to the second string 
bowling. Ashok (146) and Hamson (52) put on 
190 for the third wicket. 

Ashok hit 5 sixes and 16 fours in his career best 
knock, with their partnership being one of Priors' 
best in County 4. Despite both losing their 
wickets in the last few overs, the middle order 
kept the pressure on with Rajiv Kumar (25) and 
Ady Budd putting on a quick-fire 57 for the fifth 
wicket. Priors amassed 288 off their 45 overs. 

Priors continued to press for victory after tea, 
with Budd removing Doust when he was caught 
by Hamson in the slips. Mark Matthews followed 
up by bowling both Yorke and Robinson with 
pacey in-swingers. Despite these losses, Richard 
Hill (69) and Greg Phillips (30) started to find the 
boundary and put the pressure on the Priors 
bowling. Jonathan Hopkinson (1-21) kept control 
at one end but the game was in the balance.  

The game turned when Priors skipper Mark 
Hamson (4-24) took 3 wickets in 2 overs which 
deflated Bentworth's chances. He was well 
supported by an outstanding catch by James 
Bayliss. Andrew Cole showed some more 
resilience at the end but was bowled by Hamson 
and Priors rocketed up the table after claiming 24 
points. 

*************************************** 

Hurstbourne Priors 

Cricket Club is always on 

the look-out for new 

talent. If you are handy 

with a bat or can swing a 

ball or maybe just want to 

see what you can do, give 

Mark Hamson a call on 

0788 4253641 or email Markhamson1@aol.com. 

 
HURSTBOURNE PRIORS MAY FAIR 

At a meeting on 4th June, the final figures for the 2015 
May Fair were debated, over a glass of wine. They 
showed that the profit was over £12,000 which was an 
excellent result as there had been a major expenditure 
of £1,300 for a new Exhibition Tent. 

Helen Mehaffey and the committee have done an 
excellent job in achieving another record figure, with 
the help and support of all those in the village and 
surrounding areas who contributed in so many ways to 
ensure that this was yet another record year.  

Helen told us that this was her final year as Chairman, 
although she will still remain on the Committee. 
Everyone expressed their thanks and appreciation for 
her hard work in steering the May Fair to its current 
strong position.  
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Drivers urgently needed – We are desperately in need of 
drivers for our Monday minibus service to Singing for the 
Mind. Currently the service is being run by one kind 
gentleman, but he would like some time off!  Can you 
spare a Monday morning occasionally to help? We can 
arrange for local training to drive a minibus.  

Please get in touch Gill Nethercott Centre 01256 896270 
or email gillnethercottcentre@btconnect.com. 

Priors Parish Council 

The following is a summary of 
the Minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on 
Wednesday 27th May 2015, 
which included the Annual 
General Meeting. A copy of the 

full Minutes will be made available on the website at 
www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk. 

The newly elected chairman is Cllr Mrs C Read, with 
Cllr Mrs S Wyatt-Tilby re-elected as Vice Chairman. 

Annual Report: The chairman expressed thanks to 
Peter Smail who had been an excellent Chairman 
and the PC was grateful for his hard work during his 
Chairmanship. 

There had been 12 Planning Applications during the 
year. Two had taken up a great deal of time: the 
appeal by EDF in respect of the proposed wind farm 
at Bullington Cross and the proposed development 
of the Hirst recycling yard. The outcome of the 
hearing for EDF in October is awaited. 

The Parish Council held the Annual Bonfire which, 
despite the best efforts of the monsoon weather, 
was still a great evening. There was a very 
successful Quiz and Curry Night to welcome 
newcomers to the village which was very well 
attended. 

The village held its Safari Supper, again which was 
very well attended and also the wonderful May Fair. 
Thanks were expressed to Helen Mehaffey and her 
hardworking committee for putting it together so 
successfully.  We had our annual village tidy-up 
which again highlighted how much rubbish is thrown 
out of windows by passing motorists. 

Financial Report: The clerk outlined the Financial 
Report for the year ended 31st March 2015 which 
showed a final balance of £4,229.38. 

Tufton: There had been a bad ‘Head On’ accident 
on Nuns Walk on the evening of the meeting and it 
was agreed something needed to be done to stop 
Nuns Walk being used as a rat run. The Chairman 
will inform Steve Goodall of the accident. 

The next phase of the Church restoration has 
started with repairs to the flint wall, gate and a new 
footpath. The grass and hedges of footpaths in 
Tufton are in the process of being cut and it is 
hoped that the path alongside the fields will also be 
mown. 

Highways: At a meeting with Steve Goodall from 
Hampshire Highways, the following points were 
discussed: 

 Tufton – The potholes were mostly done, the 
problem drain has been cleared and should be 
reported every six months to remind Highways to 
clear it out; the single track sign on Nuns Walk is to 
be moved to a more visible position and the weight 
limit sign is to be replaced. 
 Chapmansford – There was a bad crash at the 
crossroads; it has been identified that there is a 
considerable amount of work needed at the 
crossroads to improve road safety. Steve Goodall 
will speak to the Crash Reduction Team.  
 Hurstbourne Priors – A new sign for the Village 
Hall has been ordered, the drains either side of the 
church entrance have been pumped out and a post 
for the flashing speed sign is to be erected by the 
bus stop at Drury Close. 
 Harrow Way – There are many issues with the 
Harrow Way that need addressing. 
 Bridge repairs on Tufton Lane come under 
Winchester and have been reported. 

May Fair: The 2015 May Fair was a great success. 
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council’s 
insurance company has asked that certain 
conditions be adhered to for the May Fair next year; 
the conditions have been relayed to the May Fair 
Committee for their consideration.  

Planning: A date was awaited for the Hirst planning 
application to be heard by the Planning Committee. 

The owner of the property with the caravans at the 
top of the hill on the B3400 was not happy with the 
reporting in the Minutes. The issue is being dealt 
with. 

Community Plan: It was agreed that, at this 
moment in time, Hurstbourne Priors and Tufton are 
quite protected from development both from the 
Conservation Plans for each Parish and the 
Basingstoke and Deane Local Development Plan. 
This issue will only be addressed if the need arises. 

Village Hall Report: The Village Hall bookings are 
steady. 

Footpaths Report: All the footpaths are walkable. 
The permissive footpath on the Testbourne Estate 
land will be shut for one day the first week in June 
for hedge cutting and again in October.  Thanks 
were expressed to the team for keeping the paths 
so well. 

Recreation Ground Report: The grass cutting is 
going well and the new mower is proving a success. 
Fixtures are looking good for 2015, the pavilion has 
been repaired and painted. The play equipment is 
due to be painted this summer, a replacement 
climbing net is required for the climbing frame and 
is on order. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Wednesday 29th July 
2015 in the Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall at 
7.30pm. 


