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Weather November 2015 

Total rainfall for month 95mm = 3.74ns 

It rained on 17 days    

Rainfall November 2014 164mm = 6.42ins 

Total for 2015 to date 791mm = 31.14ins 

Total for 2014 1244mm = 48.97ins 

Min Temperature   -4C = 24F(21st) 

Max Temperature  15C = 59F(15th)   

Met says... This November was the dullest in 85 
years (since records began).                       

John Smail 
Ladies Coffee Morning 

The January coffee morning 
will be hosted by Phillida Goad 
at the School House, 
Hurstbourne Priors 
(893211) on Wednesday 
20th January, from 10.15 

onwards. Make sure the date is in your diary. 

      

The BookWorms 

Calling all bookworms! 

Fenella and Josephine are starting a Book Club. If you 
are interested in joining us please come along on: 

Tuesday 26th January 2016 

7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 

 Priors Barton, 44 Hurstbourne Priors. 

To embark on our new venture we propose that 
everyone brings a book and we will then decide which 

one to read and discuss at our second meeting. We will 
also agree house rules for how The BookWorms will 

function. 

We will chat about our plans over a bowl of hot soup. If 
you are interested please let Fenella (01256 892081) or 

Josephine (012568 896829) know. 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will 
be at the Village Hall, 
from 11.00am until 
11.30am, on Monday 
25th January. 

SAVE THIS DATE 

The Hurstbourne Priors Safari Supper  

will take place on 

Saturday 12th 

March 2016. 

Further 

information will be 

sent out in the 

New Year and it is particularly hoped that new-

comers to the village will keep the date free, so 

that they can join the 50 or so villagers who 

have enjoyed the evening in previous years. 

Cats Protection 

We have homed more than a 
hundred cats this year but 
social media is making things 
more difficult. One is now 
able to go online and get a 
cat for free and some poor 

animals are being passed from hand to hand.  

We ask for an adoption fee of £60 but, for that,  
the cat will be fully vaccinated, micro chipped, 
neutered if necessary and any health problems 
sorted out. We also like to make sure that it has 
a suitable temperament for the new owner’s 
requirements. If you are looking for a cat or 
kitten please try us first. The cats that come into 
care through no fault of their own, deserve 
happy, forever homes. 

Our stall on Andover market in December was 
very successful and we raised almost two 
hundred pounds. We will be at Tesco, River Way 

on 16th January with our 
collection tins and a 
trolley for donated food. 
Please come and see us. 
On the 13th and 14th of 
February we have a new 
venue, The Andover 
Garden Centre, for 
Valentine’s Day.  

Taz and his sister Mya 
are just a year old and 
very similar in looks. 
They are friendly cats 
who would be happy to 
become part of a family 
either separately or 

together. 

Homing Enquiries:  0345 2601501 or 
www.andovercats.org.uk   
Fund-raising/volunteers:   0769 708992  or 
julie72.julie72@gmailcom   
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection  
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Planning Applications 

Details of the latest planning applications 
received by the Parish Council are shown below: 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED IN 
NOVEMBER/FIRST HALF OF DECEMBER 2015 

APPLICATION PC RESPONSE BDBC 
DECISION 

15/03981/FUL 
Application to convert 
‘The Hurstbourne’ to 
three dwellings 

No objection but 
concerns raised 
re proposed 
parking 

Pending 

15/03693 
Application to build 
100 homes in 
Whitchurch 
(Application to 
Whitchurch PC) 

No objection – 
but concerns 
raised re impact 
on Tufton Lane 

Pending 

15/04014 
Application for a tennis 
court at The Old 
Laundry 

No objection Pending 

BDBC DECISIONS IN RESPECT OF PREVIOUS 
APPLICATIONS 
APPLICATION PC RESPONSE BDBC 

DECISION 

15/03250/HSE 
Application for two 
storey extension to 
rear of 42 Hurstbourne 
Priors 

No objection Granted 

T/00384/15/TCA 
Tree works at Little 
Marryats and The Old 
Post Office 

No objection Granted 

Police Report 

In the month of November there have been 12 incidents 
which have been classified as crimes by the Home 
Office. This is 3 less than in November 2014. 

While there have been no reported burglaries this month, 
please ensure your out-buildings are locked and secured 
to prevent theft. Avoid keeping valuables in out-buildings 
where possible.  

Call 101 if you see or hear any form of anti-social 
behaviour in your area. If you feel you are in immediate 
danger, always call 999. If you would like to get in touch 
with me, I can be contacted on the following email 
address: Piers.Ambler.15808@Hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Libraries Under Threat of Closure 

Hampshire County Council is planning to scrap the 
mobile library service and may close four libraries, 
including Overton, Whitchurch, South Ham and Odiham. 

It is important to make your views known. 

You can see the draft strategy on the Library Services 
web page www3.hants.gov.uk/Library.htm and give 
your views by completing the questionnaire. 
Alternatively, visit any Hampshire library service point for 
a copy of the Draft Strategy and a paper questionnaire.  
Consultation runs to 16 January 2016.   

                   VILLAGE MAY FAIR 

                   OPEN MEETING 

      WEDNESDAY  

     10TH FEBRUARY  

                 VILLAGE HALL 8.00PM 

Our Hurstbourne Priors Annual May Fair, on 

Monday 2nd May 2016, is the main village fund 

raising event, supporting the maintenance of the 

Parish Church, Village Hall and Recreation 

Ground and regularly attracts over 2,000 

visitors from a wide area to enjoy a day of fun 

and entertainment for all ages. 

On Wednesday February 10th we will be 

holding an Village May Fair Open Meeting at the 

Village Hall. There will be a very warm welcome 

for all to discuss our plans for 2016. More 

details will be confirmed in the February issue 

of Hill and Valley. 

If you would like to join in helping to stage the 

May Fair, either in the coming months or on the 

day, please contact Jim Vyse on 07970 533764. 

Karate Club in Hurstbourne Priors 

There is a new Karate Club starting 
in the Village Hall on Thursday 
evenings.  

KARATE is a system of unarmed 
combat in which the participants 
specialise mainly in kicking, 
punching and striking techniques 

and blocking and defensive movements.  

WHY SHOTOKAN KARATE? It is a Japanese martial art 
and differs from many westernised versions because it 
remains rooted in a strong martial arts tradition. It is 
more than just the mastering of defensive techniques, 
the training is also mental and should teach what the 
ancient warriors knew, discipline, confidence and 
control.  

SHOTOKAN KARATE is ideal for children. It teaches self 
discipline, confidence and the art of self defence. 
Training engages all of a child’s muscle groups and helps 
him or her to develop grace, co-ordination, balance and 
timing.  

SHOTOKAN KARATE is suitable for everyone regardless 
of age or sex. Karate exercise and training methods 
improve and maintain good circulation. It is a perfect 
aerobic exercise and can help cope with the stresses of 
everyday life.  

For further details -
www.hurstbournepriorskarate.co.uk or  
email sensei@hurstbournepriorskarate.co.uk  
 07717785643. 
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Take a closer look at... 
the Renaissance tomb of Sir 
Robert Oxenbridge (†1574) 
and Lady Alice, his wife 
(†1582-3) in St Andrew’s 
church. Sir Robert bought the 
manor of Hurstbourne Priors 
in July 1558, when he was still 
in the powerful and lucrative 
position of Constable of the 
Tower of London. Having been 
appointed by Queen Mary, he 
was very soon (December 
1558) dis-appointed by Queen 
Elizabeth and withdrew here 
for a quieter life. As a 
Catholic, he found the 

religious conservatism of this county congenial. In 
fact, he probably had the north chapel and tomb 
built in the 1560s before he died—not an unusual 
precaution—, requiring his executors to place his 
armed effigy on the tomb after his death with all 
‘the Implements and Duties incident to the Degree 
of a knight’.  

The chapel and tomb were intended to portray the 
high status of Sir Robert. Originally, it would have 
been much more vividly painted than at present, 
shocking ‘classicists and others of a sensitive 
disposition.’ The rich ornament colourfully paraded 
the importance of the Oxenbridge dynasty for all to 
see. In the 1530s, he had arranged a chantry 
chapel for his father in the family heartlands of East 
Sussex. Now, with chantries banned, a showy tomb 
became itself a sort of continuing prayer for its 
family, and the north of the chancel was the 
religiously appropriate place for one to be erected. 

 

The pedigrees of both families are displayed in the 
arms above the heads of the effigies. They were 
both of many generations of nobility. Though the 
quality of the effigies is not as good as the structure 
of the tomb, Sir Robert’s armour points backward to 
his medieval ancestors, and forward to the 
continuing role of his heirs as lords of the manor. 
The viewer is meant to be impressed. 

We might also be impressed with the fourteen 
weepers in the lower panels. On the north side are 
the seven children of Lady Alice, born from her first 
marriage to Sir Edward Scott, also of East Sussex. 
On the south, the chancel side, are the seven 
Oxenbridges born to Sir Robert and Lady Alice. 

As a family chapel, this would have contained 
monuments and brasses to others buried in the 

tomb. It is a pity that there are no photographs or 
descriptions of the chapel before its conversion into 
the vestry. Dr Joseph Stevens, in his Parochial 
History, describes how, when the monument was 
opened to enable work in the church restoration 
project of 1868-70, eleven coffins were counted. 
Their occupants can be named, mainly from the 
church registers. 

The tomb deserves to be more celebrated as one of 
the few early post-Reformation monuments in north 
Hampshire, and as an early example of the 
ostentatious design and assured craftsmanship of 
the Flemish workshops in Southwark. And we might 
think about the lives and times of Sir Robert and 
Lady Alice Oxenbridge, under Queen Elizabeth I, 
living 450 years ago in this village. 

And it's Goodbye from Him.... 

After approximately 10 years in the role, I am 
stepping down as editor for the Hurstbourne 
Priors section of Hill & Valley. 

I would like to thank those villagers who have 
sent contributions in the past and hope that they 
and others will contribute to the magazine in the 
future. 

Any articles or information should, in future, be 
addressed to The Revd. Craig Marshall, The 
Vicarage, St Mary Bourne  01264 738 308 
email: craig785@btinternet.com. 

Graham Finlayson 

ANDOVER FILM CLUB 
Odeon Cinema, Andover 

The Lobster (cert 15) 
Monday 11th January 8.00pm 

Starring Colin Farrell, Rachel Weisz, Olivia Colman, 
Ashley Jenson, John C Reilly, Ben Whishaw and Lea 
Seydoux. 

"Brilliantly funny & thoroughly executed" - Standard 

"Farrell excels" - Telegraph,  

"Rich and strange" - Independent. 

Admission costs £5 for club members, £6.50 for non 
members. Book on-line at Andoverfilmclub.org 

How to recycle your Real Christmas Tree 

Once the festive season is over, you can recycle your 
real Christmas tree at one of the temporary disposal 
sites set up by Basingstoke & Deane and Test Valley 
Borough Councils. Those closest to our villages are 
listed below. Please remove all decorations and non-
compostable items before disposal.  

 Homebase, Enham Arch Retail Park, Andover. 
 Andover Garden Centre, Salisbury Road. 
 Overton Hill Car Park, Overton 
 Winchester Road Car Park, Whitchurch 

The Andover sites will be in operation from Wednesday 
2nd to Wednesday 9th January and the Basingstoke 
sites from Monday 4th January to Sunday 31 January 
2016. 
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MUD  ON THE B3400 NEAR APSLEY LANDFILL SITE 

Apsley Landfill Site has a new site manager (Ricky Pyle) 
who is keen to deal quickly with any issues about mud 
on the B3400. If you spot a problem, he can be 
contacted on 07920 427626 or 01264 355478. 

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council 

The following is a summary of the Minutes of the Parish 
Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th November. A 
copy of the full Minutes will be made available on the 
village web site at www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk. 

Tufton: The Port Tasting event was a great success and 
raised £700 for the Church restoration project. 

Amey cleared the problem drain but left the spoil which 
washed back into the drain. Also, as they only cleared 
one gully and water washes across the road into the cart 
sheds, they will have to come back. 

Residents have received a leaflet about a proposal to 
build 100 houses in Winchester Street, Whitchurch. 
Concerns have been raised about an increase in traffic 
and possible congestion. Cllr Mr T Thacker will request 
an update and report back. 

The Parish Council will draft a letter raising concerns 
about the traffic on the Parish roads, especially Nuns 
Walk/Peppermill Lane. Figures from the speed camera 
on the B3400 will be used to support concerns. 

Footpath 13: It has not been cut. Testbourne Estate to 
be contacted. 

County Councillor's Report: Cllr Mr T Thacker’s report 
is attached to the master copy of the Minutes. A brief 
summary is: 

 HCC has a new Chief Executive, John Coughlan. 

 Hampshire Broadband – Areas of the Parish will 
not be covered by  Wave 2 of the Hampshire 
Broadband programme. Central 
Government is running 7 Pilots across the 
country using satellite, microwave and other 
means, before deciding  how to get 100% 
coverage across the Nation. For more information- 
– www.gov.uk/government/publications/superfast-
broadband-programme-phase-3   

 Parish Lengthsman Scheme – Funding will be 
retained at £1,000 per parish for 2016/17 

 Apsley Landfill Site has a new site manager (Ricky 
Pyle) who is keen to deal quickly with any issues 
about mud on the B3400. He can be contacted on 
07920 427626 or 01264 355478. 

 Hants Highways Consultation-  - 
www3.hants.gov.uk/hantswebnewslist?id=696626 

 Hants Library Service Consultation - 
www3.hants.gov.uk/hantswebnewslist?id=696516 

Planning: Planning permission has been granted for 42 
Hurstbourne Priors. 

Concerns were raised about the brightness of the flood 
lights at the Apsley Site. This will be followed up with the 
Planning Department. 

A planning application was received for the conversion of 
the Hurstbourne Inn into three dwellings. Parking 

appears to be an issue. Comments will be made in due 
course.   

It is hoped to submit the draft Hurstbourne Priors 
Infrastructure Plan to Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council by December 10th. 

106 Contributions: There is currently money available 
for the Village Hall.  

The Chairman met with Kit Malthouse MP and discussed 
106 Money from developments in the HBP Parish. Kit 
was very disappointed that the Borough Councillor had 
not been more pro-active on behalf of the Parish. The 
Chairman pressed Kit on the lack of Broadband in areas 
of the Parish but he felt the Parish Council should push 
for it as part of the application of the Hirst site. He was 
supportive of a 30mph zone by Vitacress and the new 
development. 

Parish Councillors' Reports: Cllr Mrs S Sorby had 
received comments about the overgrown hedge on the 
Longparish Road. Cllr Mr P Smail said it should be cut 
by the end of January. 

Cllr Mr J Broomfield received correspondence from 
HALC on various issues, including information on the 
Queens Garden Party. 

Cllr Mr P Smail spoke about repairs to the Tufton Bridge 
and the missing 7½ Tonne limit sign. It has been moved 
closer to the cross roads but is currently obscured from 
view by an overgrown hedge. Hampshire Highways will 
be asked to erect an additional sign. 

Cllr Mrs C Read has received a complaint about the 
caravan in the field behind the Church. A request will be 
made for the caravan to be moved. 

Cllr Mrs C Read will check to make sure that the 
Lengthman allocated hours for this current year are all 
accounted for.  

Cllr Mrs C Read gave a breakdown of the Speed Sign 
Readings for 8 months on the St Mary Bourne Road – 
35,014 activations.  It has now been returned to the 
B3400. 

Footpaths: The Chairman reported that, as far as she 
knew, all the Footpaths were clear and walkable.  The 
Testbourne Estate has cut back the Permissive path and 
mowed a route through the fields. 

Recreation Ground Report: The Cricket Team is 
looking at erecting an additional shed to keep the newly 
refurbished roller secure. It is hoped to get a grant 
towards the cost. Cllr Mr P Smail will be joining the 
Recreation Ground Committee. 

Village Hall: Cllr Mrs S Sorby reported that Village Hall 
bookings are still going well. 

Footpath Map: The Clerk will obtain a copy of the HCC 
definitive Footpath Map and a draft will be produced for 
the next meeting. 

Dates for 2016 Parish Council Meetings:  
27th January, 30th March, 25th May, 27th July, 28th 
September, 30th November. 

Dates for 2016 Planning Meetings:  
24th February, 27th April, 29th June, 31st August, 26th 
October, 21st December. 


