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Weather October 2015
Total rainfall for month

78mm

= 3.07ins

It rained on 9 days
Rainfall October 2014

117mm = 4.80ins

Total to date 2015

696mm = 27.40ins

Total to date 2014

1080mm = 42.51ins

Min Temperature

1C

= 34(24th)

Max Temperature

20C

= 68F(18th)

John Smail
Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council
Planning Applications
In order to ensure that planning applications
that need to be determined in between Parish
Council meetings are dealt with efficiently, as
from January 2016 the Parish Council will
meet in the alternate months in order to
consider any planning applications that have
arisen since the last Parish Council meeting.
These meetings will be solely for the
discussion of planning applications.
If no applications have been received there
will, of course, be no need for the meeting to
take
place.
In
those
circumstances
notification of the cancellation of the meeting
will be posted on the Hurstbourne Priors
Parish Council website the week before.
Anyone
interested
in
any
planning
application, or who would like to comment,
will be welcome to attend these planning
meetings in the same way as the full Parish
Council meetings.
Planning meetings will take place in the
village hall at 7.30 pm on the following dates
in 2016: 24th February, 27th April, 29th
June, 31st August, 26th October, 21st
December.
In addition, there will be a summary of all
applications considered (and the outcome)
placed in Hill and Valley each month. This
began in November 2015.
We hope all parishioners consider both of
these initiatives to be of value.
Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council

Festival of Lessons & Carols
10.30am Sunday 20th December,
St Andrew’s Church

Christmas Day
9.30am Family Communion with Hymns, St
Andrew’s Church
YOU WILL BE VERY WELCOME AT THESE
SERVICES
Bin Collection Dates
As usual, the collection dates over
the Christmas and New Year period
will change and the revised dates are
shown below. Collection crews will be
working some Saturdays to catch up
on changes over the Christmas break.

DAY
GREY BINS
GREEN BINS
TUESDAY
29 DECEMBER
X
TUESDAY
4 JANUARY
4 JANUARY
Unless adverse weather affects bin
rounds, collections should return to
normal from Monday 11 January.

Ladies Coffee Morning
Sorry ladies, there will be no
coffee morning in December.
Look in the next edition of Hill
& Valley for the date of the
January coffee morning.
SINGING FOR FUN CHOIR WHITCHURCH
MUSICAL DIRECTOR VACANCY
Musical Director required for our established Ladies
Choir from January 2016. The choir meets every
Wednesday evening from 7.30 to 9.30 pm at
Whitchurch Methodist Church, during term time. We
are self funding and we are run by a Committee of
Members. If you are interested in this position, for
which a generous remuneration is paid, and you would
like to discuss further, please contact our chairman,
Pauline MacDonald by e-mail at
themacs337@btinternet.com or  01256 893274

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be at
the Village Hall, from 11.05am
until 11.35am, on Monday
30th November.
There will be no service in
December so look out for the
January date in the next edition of Hill & Valley.
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The Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines in
Concert

Christmas Gift Fair
Gill Nethercott Centre, Whitchurch
Thursday 3rd December 5pm – 8pm
The 3rd December is late night Christmas Shopping in
Whitchurch; the town switches on its festive lights. It’s
an opportunity to pick up those last minute presents, and
the Gill Nethercott Centre will be lighting its grounds with
candles to light the way to the Christmas Fair...
There will be a large range of stalls including Phoenix
Cards, handmade Jewellery and gifts, toys for children,
Christmas floristry arrangements, Christmas puddings,
handicrafts from local craft artists and plenty of stocking
fillers.

Anvil Theatre, Basingstoke
Sunday 31 January 2016 3pm
One of the main fundraising events of the Basingstoke &
Deane Rotary Club is the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal
Marines performing in concert at The Anvil.
All three previous Rotary Charity Concerts by the Royal
Marines Band at the Anvil have played to full houses,
and those who enjoyed those concerts will recall the
wonderfully talented musicians in this Royal Marines
Band. Accompanied by the Royal Corps of Drummers
and special guests, the Chelsea Pensioners, this concert
will be a majestic and very memorable event.
Given full houses for the three previous events, please
do book early.

Tickets are available through the Anvil Box Office.
Tel 01256 844244 or www.anvilarts.org.uk.

Cats Protection
Andover and District Cats Protection would like to
wish everyone a very happy Christmas season.
Meanwhile, here is something to bear in mind.
The kittens born last summer will soon be
producing their own kittens. If you are on a low
income we will neuter your cat for a £10
voluntary donation. Neutered cats are happy cats.
Both Gypsy and Keith
have now found their
forever homes. Charlie
was
in
a
happy
household
with
a
young,
quiet
professional couple but
sadly couldn't get on
with the clamour of a
new baby. He is an
eight
year
old,
affectionate cat.
Homing Enquiries: 01256-892019 or
www.andovercats.org.uk
Fund-raising/volunteers: 07733 242196 or
www.andovercats.org.uk
Items for resale:
01256-892773
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection

We will be serving tea time treats and baked potatoes
with home-made chilli and other fillings ideal to ward off
the cold. Entry is free - all funds raised will go towards
future activities for the Community run by the
Whitchurch Association.

October Police Report
The following is a summary of some of the crime which
has occurred in the Whitchurch area over the past
month. A copy of the full report will be on the village web
site www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk.
In the month of October there have been 5 incidents
which have been classified as crimes by the home office.
This is 11 less than there were in October 2014.
Please call 101 if you see or hear any form of anti-social
behaviour in your area. If you feel you are in immediate
danger, always call 999.
***********************************

Screening of ‘This Changes Everything’
Whitchurch Parish Hall
December 5th 7.30-9.30pm
What if confronting the
climate crisis is the best
chance we’ll ever get to build
a better world?
Filmed over 211 days in nine
countries and five continents over
four years, This Changes Everything is an epic attempt to
re-imagine the vast challenge of climate change.
Directed by Avi Lewis, and inspired by Naomi Klein’s
international non-fiction bestseller This Changes
Everything, the film presents seven powerful portraits of
communities on the front lines, from Montana’s Powder
River Basin to the Alberta Tar Sands.
Interwoven with these stories of struggle is Klein’s
narration, connecting the carbon in the air with the
economic system that put it there. Half-way through the
crucial UN Climate Conference in Paris, this is a timely
opportunity to see the film, and engage in discussion
afterwards. Light refreshments will be provided.
Free entry and no need to book – voluntary contributions
towards cost of hiring DVD and hall welcome.
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Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council
The following is a summary of the Minutes of the Parish
Council Meeting held on Thursday 8th October. A copy of
the full Minutes will be made available on the village web
site at www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk.
Tufton: The weeds on the A34 down ramp have been cut
back by the Lengthsman and this will be done again early
next year. Footpath 13 has also been cut but there is still a
50 yard stretch that has not been tackled in the area known
locally as ‘Nasty Corner’. The weight limit sign has been
moved and is now visible from Whitchurch direction. There
is still a problem with the off ramp signage when coming off
the A34 which will be raised with Hampshire Highways. The
telephone box still needs to be refurbished.
Speed Limits: Highways has been asked to consider an
extension to the 30mph speed limit to the corner by
Chapmansford.
Vitacress supports the extension of the 30mph speed limit
and have voluntarily imposed a 20mph limit for their drivers
from their plant to the crossroads.
Highways: All outstanding highway issues have been
reported to Steve Goodall but highway repairs are now done
through Amey the HCC contractor so he can only log the
jobs that need doing.
Recreation Ground Hedge: This has now been cut and the
hedges on the frontage are now all of equal height.
Planning:
Outline planning permission for 30 dwellings has been
granted for the Hirst Site.

2 Storey extension to 42 Hurstbourne Priors – NO
OBJECTION

There have been two planning applications for Apsley
Farms over the summer and a further one just
submitted. The Parish Council has no objections in
principle but OBJECTS to the increase in vehicle
movements relating to the 24hr operation and the
flood lighting that will be installed. Whilst the Parish
Council backed the 2014 planning application for
Apsley Farms, this has changed beyond recognition.
The Parish Council will seek clarification on when the
site moves from Agricultural to industrial classification

The Parish Council is concerned about the trend for
applications for the Apsley site to be retrospective.

Tree works at Little Maryatts and The Old Post Office
– NO OBJECTION.
A Planning appeal has been lodged for Cowdown Lodge.
From January 2016, additional planning meetings will be
held in the alternative months between Parish Council
meetings, solely for the discussion of planning applications.
Members of the Public will be welcome to attend these
planning meetings and notification of the meetings and/or
their cancellation will be on the website. There will also be a
summary of applications considered (and the outcome) in
Hill & Valley each month.
Borough Councillor's Report: Cllr Mr K Watts reported
that B&DBC has a new Chief Executive and he is restructuring the Council. Although Cllr Watts reported double
decker buses would not be used on the 76 route they are
still in service, due to a shortage of buses.


Footpaths Report: The Chairman reported that all the
footpaths were clear and walkable. The permissive footpath
is due to be cut by Testbourne Estate shortly.
Recreation Ground Report: The Cricket Club will soon put
the square to bed for the winter. The new method for the
collection of the fees for the 2015 season has worked well.
Village Hall: Cllr Mrs S Sorby reported that bookings are
good and the Village Hall is going well.
Audit Report: District Audit have signed off the accounts for
the year 2014/2015. The Clerk was thanked for keeping
good accounts and the Parish Council will sign off the
completion of the audit.
Bonfire: The Chairman confirmed that, due to insurance
restrictions and crop rotation, there would be no Bonfire
event held this year or possibly in the foreseeable future.
Parish Council Administration: The Parish Council has
reviewed its procedures to make sure they comply with the
current legislation for Local Government Administration. Any
changes will be adopted at the November Meeting.
106 Contributions: The Chairman explained the procedure
for obtaining 106 Developer contributions for parish projects
and the benefit of having an interim Parish Infrastructure
Plan. A draft Plan was discussed and Parish Councillors will
provide comments before it is lodged with the B&DBC
Planners.
Vitacress:. Vitacress is going ahead with the wetland
development. They will maintain and service the wetland
and hope to obtain grants for the project. This will increase
the biodiversity of the site and aid phosphate ‘stripping’ but
water cleaning is not the main role. It will take at least two
years to ‘settle’.
Water quality testing continues to identify a cause for the
low level of invertebrates within the waterway. Phosphates
leeching from poor sewage pipes remain a problem, so too
is over-pumping. The EA will be carrying out some dye tests
to check outflow from the Vitacress site – there is a chance
that the river may be slightly discoloured during this time.
Vitacress is concerned about the environmental impact of
the development of the Hirst Site, specifically from water
run-off and have written to B&DBC with these concerns.
They are worried about the increase in traffic and the impact
on the already degraded road surface at the cross roads.
Vitacress asked to be kept informed if blue hats and snoods
are found during the village tidy-up as they are trying to get
staff to ‘shed’ these before they leave the site.
DEFRA is funding a major public awareness project into
septic tanks, due to the rise in the amount of phosphates
getting into the waterways via ‘cleaned’ water. The use of
dishwashers, washing machines and harmful cleaners is
having a detrimental effect on nature. There is a feeling that
householders do not understand what can and cannot go
into septic tanks and why.
Andover Station Parking Disruption: South West Trains
are finally going ahead with the construction of a multistorey car park at Andover Station, commencing midJanuary 2016, when the car park will be closed for up to
eight weeks. Season ticket holders have been requested
not to use Whitchurch Station but residents should be aware
of a likely increase in cars using the parking.
Date of Next Meeting: 25th November 2015 in the
Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall at 7.30pm.
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Basingstoke Ladies’ Choir
Annual Christmas Concert
Carnival Hall, Basingstoke
Sunday 13th December 3.00pm
Tickets available from
Judy Ball
 01256 783000 &
Jan Hodges
 01256 781035
Entry is free but Charity Collection will be taken
during the afternoon and there will be a raffle.

Thursday 24th
December 5.00pm
"Carols at the
Manger"
Join us for
traditional Christmas
Carols at the Cricket Pavilion on the
Recreation Ground. Everyone welcome.

Merry Christmas
I would like to wish all readers a
very Merry Christmas and a

Happy and Prosperous New
Year, with a special “thank
you” to those who have
contributed to the magazine
during the year.

Graham Finlayson

Coach Trip – Christmas Shopping in Bath –
Tuesday 1st December
Join us on a Christmas Coach Trip to Bath, to visit
this magical city at the most picturesque time of
year. Enjoy the festive atmosphere of the Bath
Christmas Market. There are 130 traditional
wooden chalets; each one offering unique handmade
and unusual gifts. There will even be time for a
leisurely lunch in one of the many restaurants or a
traditional tea in the Pump Room.
Leaving the Gill Nethercott Centre at 9.30am,
travelling straight to Bath, you will be dropped off
in the heart of the shopping district. Leaving Bath
at 4.30pm you will arrive back in Whitchurch at
around 6.00pm.
Tickets £15 each. Payment is required at the
time of booking as places are limited.
Please contact Sarah Castle at the Centre on
01256 896270 to book.

Needle Felting
Whitchurch Silk Mill
Sunday 6th December 10.30 to 14.00
Christmas Baubles
With Rebecca Anning felt-by-bex.com
Cost £30 includes take home bauble
kit (RRP £25) and tuition
For information telephone 01256 892065

ANDOVER FILM CLUB
Odeon Cinema, Andover

Gemma Bovery (cert 15)
Monday14th December 8.00pm

with Gemma Arterton, Fabrice Luchini and
Jason Flemyng.
An English couple in France appear to be living
out the story of a classic novel.
Admission costs £5 for club members, £6.50 for non
members. Book on-line at Andoverfilmclub.org.
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