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Weather June 2015 

Total rainfall for month 50mm = 1.97ins 

It rained on 7 days    

Rainfall June 2014 80mm = 3.15ins 

Total for 2015 3501mm = 13.81ins 

Total for 2014 820mm = 32.280ins 

Min Temperature   6C = 43F(5th) 

Max Temperature  28C = 82F(30th)     

John Smail 
Hurstbourne Priors Cricket Club 

Ashok Smashes Langford 

Hurstbourne Priors put together 
their best performance of the 
season to beat top of the table 
Steeple Langford. With Priors 
winning the toss again, they 
invited the home side to bat first 

on a green top. Ady Budd (3-36) gave Priors 
the perfect start when a sharp swinging 
delivery removed Hughes for 1. Mark Matthews 
(2-31) followed up by bowling Lloyd. With the 
home side under pressure, Andy Bennett (22) 
and Chris Mundy (42) put on 50 for the third 
wicket before Bennett was controversially 
given out LBW off Jonathan Hopkinson.  

Langford continued to play positively and ran 
hard between the wickets, taking the game 
back to Priors. Mark Hamson (4-24) bowled a 
tidy line and removed wickets at key times. 
Partridge looked dangerous until he was caught 
superbly by Mark Matthews in the covers. 
Langford reached 188 before Matthews bowled 
Smith, leaving the home side short of par. 

Ashok Nautiyal continued his impressive form 
and staking his claim as the league's best 
batsman. He took the charge to Smith and 
Partridge and they both struggled to settle. 
James Bayliss' (46) elevation to opening was 
well rewarded as he timed the ball beautifully, 
hitting 9 fours in his knock. Ashok and Bayliss 
put on 110 for the first wicket. Despite the loss 
of the first wicket, Priors continued to play  
positively, with Ashok smashing 13 boundaries 
in his 98 not out. Despite Langford strangling 
the run rate for a few overs, Steve Cady (15) 
and Mark Hamson (16) played brief cameos to 
support Ashok, and Rajiv Kumar cut Mundy for 
4 to seal maximum points  for Priors. 

Local Derby defeat for Priors - A close 
encounter between Hurstbourne Priors and 
Whitchurch went to the wire in County 4, with 
over 400 runs scored. 

Whitchurch batted first and got off to a positive 
start with the flamboyant Jeff Williams hitting 3 
crisp fours before being snaffled by Raj Kumar 
off Ady Budd. Mark Matthews then took the 
charge to Whitchurch by working over Richard 
Osmond with 3 great deliveries, with the last 
resulting in a nick to James Bayliss. Whitchurch 
regrouped quickly and James Bevan (88) and 
Tom Trinder put on 110 for the third wicket. 
When Trinder was caught by Hopkinson off the 
bowling of Binks, the game turned. Bevan soon 
followed when Mark Hamson took a cracking 
catch at long off to remove Bevan. Binks and 
Hamson took two quick wickets each but Tom 
Dodd, 35 not out, smashed the away side to 
213 before the break. 

Priors' response to the chase was positive with 
the league's most in-form batsman Ashok 
Nautiyal (58) and James Bayliss putting on 86 
for the first wicket. With the rate increasing, 
Priors put together a number of decent 
partnerships to frustrate the disciplined 
Whitchurch bowling but failed to hit enough 
boundaries to get on top. 

Steve Cady batted valiantly to keep the home 
side in the game and, with Priors at 198 in the 
last over, Tony Farage failed to make his 
ground, leaving Priors 16 runs short of victory. 

Mark  Hamson, Team Captain 

Day of Stillness 

Coinciding with the Annual Ride & Stride, St 
Andrew’s Church will be holding a Day of Stillness, 
where you are invited to do nothing.  

Doing nothing is being still, quieting your mind 
(and the cacophony of voices), and simply being.  
By “doing nothing”, we mean literally doing 
nothing. Doing nothing is the most productive 
activity you will ever undertake.  

There will be several events throughout the day 
where you can be still and listen to the silence: 

 Meditative Prayer 
 The Vow of St Benedict – a presentation on 
 the monastic life 
 Silent Concert, performed by local musicians 
 @thecrossroads : Spiritual Silence – silence in 
 Christian and secular culture  
 Silent Compline 

You are welcome to drop in to the Church at any of 
these events.  Further details in next month’s Hill & 
Valley. 

“Be still and know that I am God.” - Psalm 46:10 
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St Andrews Church is participating in this 
year’s Hampshire & The Islands Historic 
Churches Trust Ride and Stride, which is rather 
a longwinded name for a walk or ride between 
churches to raise money for ancient churches 
on Saturday 12th September 2015. 

What is the purpose? 

Ride and Stride involves people of all ages who 
spend an enjoyable time raising money for 
repairs and restoration to the churches and 
chapels of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. 
Half the money you raise goes to the church of 
your choice. We are grateful to the many 
people who Gift Aid their sponsorship, which 
greatly increases the total raised; the tax 
recovered is retained by the Trust to add to its 
funds for future grants and loans. 

This event is a wonderful opportunity for 
families and friends to discover the rich 
heritage of our historic church buildings. In 
2014 over 400 churches in the HIHCT region 
opened their doors for Ride and Stride. The 
event raised more than £57,000, an increase 
of nearly £4,000 on the previous year's Ride 
and Stride. 

What do we do? 

For those who are Riding and Striding on 
Saturday 12th September 2015, you are free 
to choose your own route and to visit as many 
of the churches in your area as you wish, 
between 10 am and 6 pm. You may cycle, 
walk, run, ride or drive to raise money for the 
region's historic churches and chapels of all 
denominations. 

The money you raise from your sponsors will 
be divided between this Trust and the church 
or churches of your choice.  

For more details visit the HIHCT website: 
http://www.hihct.org.uk. 

Ladies Coffee Morning 

The August coffee 
morning will be hosted 
by Claire Read at 
Hurstbourne Priors 
House (896672) on 
Wednesday 19th 
August, from 10.15 
onwards, so make sure 
the date is in your diary. 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 
11.00am until 11.30am, on 
Monday 10th August. 

******************************** 
 

Coach Trip to National Trust  Hughenden 
Manor - Tuesday 8th September 

Hughenden offers a vivid insight into the charismatic 
personality and colourful private life of the most 
unlikely Victorian Prime Minister, Benjamin Disraeli, 
who lived here from 1848 to 1881. You can browse 
among an extraordinary collection of personal 
memorabilia . 

A secret wartime past is revealed in the Second World 
War room in the cellars, with interactive exhibits and 
eye-witness accounts. Experience the immersive 
wartime displays in the ice house bunker and find out 
why Hughenden was high on Hitler's hit list. 

The recently opened 3rd floor rooms give a colourful 
vista of the surrounding countryside, and the formal 
garden which has been recreated based on the 
original designs of Mary Anne Disraeli .   

You enjoy the wonderful woodland walks surrounding 
this country home throughout our rolling parkland. 

The Coach leaves Whitchurch at 9.30am and arrives 
home around 6pm.  

Tickets cost £15 for National Trust members, and £24 
for non-members and are available from the Gill 
Nethercott Centre, Whitchurch or the Library. 

KEEP THE DATE 

Saturday October 17th, 7.30 pm  

Come and experience a tutored Port Tasting 

at Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall 

All proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Tufton 

Restoration  

Full details next month  
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Great Autumn Specialist Plant & Gift 
Fair 

Including Chelsea Gold Medalists 
Sunday 13th September, 2015 

10.00a.m. to 4.00p.m. 
at Longstock Park Nursery 
Nr Stockbridge. SO20 6EH 

Admission: Adults £5  
Employees of the John Lewis Partnership £2.00 

Children under 16 Free 
Generously sponsored by the John Lewis 

Partnership 
Other attractions include: 
Children’s Entertainment 

Live Music – Squinty McGinty’s Band 
Hog Roast – Beer Tent – Ice Cream 

     In aid of 

 
Cats Protection 

The weather recently has been 
very hot and there is promise of 
more to come, so make sure 
that your cat has somewhere 
cool and shady to rest, with a 

constant supply of clean drinking water.  

We shall be occupying the Whitchurch Charity 
Shop from 14th August until 3rd September so 
come and see what we have to offer. Donations 
of bric-a-brac, books, toys and saleable clothing 
will be gratefully received. We are not able to 
accept large furniture or electrical goods. 

Tippy, last month’s cat has really fallen on her 
paws. She has found a home with a delightful 
lady in Overton. 

Liono is an 
affectionate 

black and 
white cat, 
as you can 
see from his 
picture. He 
is three 
years old 
and enjoys 
lots of 

strokes 
especially 

on his chin and tummy but is a little nervous of 
strangers. He would prefer to be an only cat. 

Enquiries:  01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Stories of rescued cats:  adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Fund-raising/volunteers:   adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 

Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection l  

Bullington Cross Windfarm  

Below is the letter which we have received 
from the lawyers representing EDF Renewables 
which notified us that they were withdrawing 
their appeal against the refusal of planning 
permission last year.  

As your Parish Council, we fought this 
application as those of you who had been in 
contact with us, and it was a great many, 
asked us to. Those who saw the piece on BBC 
online will have seen that the photograph used 
to illustrate the article was the proposed view 
from the corner of Drury Close and the Gallops. 
This encapsulated our argument that the 
position of a wind farm in such a beautiful area 
was wholly inappropriate given the village's 
history, linear formation and open views. This, 
together with expert reports on wind strength 
and actual power generation, led us to fight the 
application together with Keep Hampshire 
Green and the other Parish Councils affected.  

We hope that you will all be relieved that this 
application has been withdrawn.  Whilst we 
hope that there will not be many of these sorts 
of planning applications in the future, as your 
Parish Council we are here to ensure that such 
plans are fought where appropriate and follow 
the wishes of the residents of the Parish.  

Clare Read 
Chairman 

EDF ENERGY RENEWABLES WITHDRAWS APPEAL 
ON PROPOSED BULLINGTON CROSS WIND FARM 
EDF Energy Renewables has confirmed that it is 
withdrawing its appeal against the decision of three 
Hampshire councils to refuse planning permission for 
a proposed wind farm near Bullington Cross. 

After reviewing the scheme in the light of recent 
government announcements on onshore wind, the 
company has told the Government’s Planning 
Inspectorate that it will not be proceeding with the 
appeal hearing scheduled for later this year. 

The Bullington Cross wind farm proposal involved the 
development of a 14 turbine, 28 MW wind farm on 
agricultural land to the north of the A303. 

In June 2014 the planning committees of Winchester, 
Test Valley and Basingstoke and Deane councils 
turned down EDF Energy Renewables’ application and 
the company announced its intention to appeal 
against the decision in December 2014. 
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Farewell to the Smiths 

The villagers of Hurstbourne Priors, and others 
from the locality, gathered in the Village Hall to 
bid farewell to John and Marilyn Smith who are 
moving further west, having lived in the village 
for well over 20 years. 

John and Marilyn have been involved in many 
village activities and events, Marilyn having 
chaired the Village Hall Committee for a 
number of years, served on the Parish Council 
and served her time as Chairman of the May 
Fair Committee. John not only organised the 
car parking for the May Fair but also 
coordinated tent erection and the plan of the 
field. 

Both John and Marilyn have been key members 
of the bell ringing team at St Andrew's Church 
and have been involved in ringing in the New 
Year, especially at the Millennium. 

Marilyn will especially be remembered for her 
work in creating the beautiful new font for St 
Andrew's Church. The intricate carvings of oak 
leaves, acorns and yew foliage and so much 
more, have been admired by all those who 
have seen the font.  

We all said a big "Thank You" to John and 
Marilyn for all they have done for the village 
and wished them every success in their new 
venture. 

The photograph below shows how long John 
and Marilyn have really been in the village! 

 

Whitchurch Police Report 

The June Newsletter produced by PCSO Piers 
Ambler of Whitchurch & Overton 
Neighbourhood Policing Team is available on 
the village web site at www.hurstbournepriors-
pc.org.uk. 

In the month of June there have been 8 
incidents which have been classified as crimes 
by the Home Office. This is 3 less than there 
were in June 2014. 

Movies at the Parish Hall Whitchurch 

The Second Best Marigold Hotel (PG) 

Wednesday 5th August 5 at 7:30 pm 

As the 

Best 

Exotic 

Marigold 

Hotel has 

only a 

single 

remaining 

vacancy – 

posing a 

rooming 

predicament for two fresh arrivals. Sonny pursues 

his expansionist dream of opening a second hotel. 

Cast :– Maggie Smith, Dev Patel, Judi Dench, Bill 

Nighy, Celia Imrie, Ronald Pickup, Diana 

Hardcastle, Tina Desai and Richard Gere. 

Doors Open at 7pm. Tickets: £5.00 at the door or 

from Newbury Building Society. Soft Drinks and 

Wine Bar available. 

********************************************* 

Duo Agostino: Crossing Continents, Destination 

Whitchurch 

Whitchurch Silk Mill 

Sunday 9th August 7pm to 10pm 

Australian classical guitarists, Duo 

Agostino, are staging a concert 

entitled Crossing Continents: 

Destination Whitchurch. All the 

way from Sydney, Australia, this 

internationally acclaimed classical 

guitar duo with their own special 

brand of humour, returns to the 

Silk Mill for another concert which is being presented 

by fellow guitarist, Whitchurch's own Vincent Lindsey-

Clark, who will also join the duo on the evening for a 

couple of pieces.  

Tickets cost £12 and can be booked in the Silk Mill 

shop or by telephoning (01256) 892065. But hurry – 

there are just 50 tickets available. For a flavour of Duo 

Agostino's music, you can hear some of their pieces 

on their website, at agostinomusic.com.au/recordings/. 


