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WEATHER DECEMBER 2016 
 

Total rainfall for month 21mm          0.82 ins 
Rained on 6 days                               
Rainfall in December 2015 115mm         4.52 ins 
Total for 2016   938mm        36.93 ins 
Total for 2015             906mm       35.66 ins 
Max. Temperature  13C             56⁰F (13th) 
Min. Temperature   -5C         23⁰F (28th) 
There was 3 inches more rain in 2016 than the 25 

year average here of 33.75 inches. 
 

St Andrew’s at Hurstbourne 

Priors Welcomes New Bell 

Ringers! 
Bell Ringing is a fun way to meet 

other people in the village, challenge 

your brain and strengthen your upper body! 

Our ringing practice is currently held on Tuesday 

evenings from 7.30-8.30pm. New ringers from all the 

villages are encouraged to come and learn in a fun and 

relaxed environment.  Lifts to and from the church can 

be provided if needed. 

For more information please contact - 

Susie Urquhart on  07880 733121 or 

David Oakley on  07875 207108. 

Young people are especially encouraged! 

 

 
“You are still pulling a bit too hard Mr Dunn!” 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2017 
 

Parish Council Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of 
alternate months in the Village Hall and start at 7.30.  
Anyone can attend our meetings whether you are just 
interested to see what happens or have something that you 
would like to bring to your Parish Council’s attention. There 
is no need to book ahead, however if you wish to please 
email the Parish Clerk on 
richard.waterman150@btinternet.com. 
 

Meetings this year will be held on the following dates: 
 

Wednesday 25th January - Wednesday 29th March 
Wednesday 31st May (AGM) - Wednesday 26th July 

Wednesday 27th September - Wednesday 29th November 
 

Minutes from past meetings are available on the village 
website. 
 

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council 

VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN - Saturday 4th March 
 

After the success of last year’s Clean for The Queen (as 
featured in Country Life magazine) we have again decided 

to have a one day clean-up of the whole village. 
 

On Saturday 4th March from 10.30 to 12.30 we hope that as 
many of you as possible are able to join us for as long as 

you can spare. There is the usual litter pick along the 

verges of the village and recreation ground. The church 
yard now has a super maintenance chap but there is a need 

for winter debris and ivy clearing - and a bonfire to be 
supervised. Following the wonderful repairs to the church 

roof there is a lot of dusting and polishing needed inside - 
including some high level removal of cobwebs! 
 

Please gather at the Pavilion, we will be offering tea, 

coffee, hot chocolate and homemade brownies from 10.30. 

Anyone able to help is invited to let us know either by 
emailing clareread@aol.com, calling Fenella Williams on 
 892081 or Jeremy Goad on  893211. 
 

We have rubbish bags and litter pick claws but please dress 

according to the task you anticipate helping with. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

   In 2016 we took in and re-homed 122 cats and kittens, a 
fraction of the number that passed through our hands ten 
years ago. This is partly due to fostering capacity but a lot 
of blame can be placed on the social media where cats are 
passed freely from home to home, and kittens, most of 
which have never seen a vet, are sold for exorbitant sums. 
Cats Protection are often asked to pick up the pieces from 
these transactions. We ask £60 for a cat/kitten but it will be 
in good health, vaccinated, microchipped and neutered (in 
the case of a kitten we will do this when it reaches the 
appropriate age). 
   Fund raising is slow at the moment 
due to the lack of an organiser but we 
shall be back in the Whitchurch 
Charity Shop in March. 
   Last  month’s cat Betsy has, at last, 
found a home. 
   Dotty is a grey and white, very 
friendly, young cat who came to us as 
a stray and has been in care since 
September. She loves attention, but 
as we don’t know her background, would probably prefer to 
be an only cat. 
 

 

Ladies Coffee Morning 
The February coffee morning will be 

hosted by Precelly Murray at the 

Long House ( 892606) on 

Tuesday 21st February, from 10.15 

onwards, so make sure the date is in 

your diary. 

  

Homing Enquiries 0345 260 1501 or 

andovercats.org.uk - Fund-raising 

and volunteers 07733 242196 or 

email - coord@andovercats.org.uk   

Items for resale 01256 892773 

 

mailto:clareread@aol.com
http://www.andovercats.org.uk/
mailto:coord@andover


Hill   & Valley      Parish Magazine for Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish and St Mary Bourne & Woodcott               February 2017 

 

2 

 

HURSTBOURNE PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED  

18 DECEMBER 2016 to 17 JANUARY 2017 
 

APPLICATION PC 
RESPONSE 

BDBC 
DECISION 

16/02664/FUL 

  

Further amended 

plans in respect of 

Hurstbourne Priors 

Station/Hirst site 

Observations made 

in respect of 

revised drainage 

strategy 

 

16/04702/ROC 

Tufton Warren Farm 

  

Application to remove 

condition attached to 

16/01564/FUL so as 

to allow amended 

plans to add single 

storey rear extension, 

changes to doors and 

windows, strip part of 

roof and internal 

alterations 

No objection  

16/04515/ENS and 

16/04514/ENSC 

  

Scoping opinion re 

Environmental 

Statement required re 

Faulkners Down Farm 

application 15/02951 

Submissions made 

that Environmental 

statement ought to 

include impact of 

proposed 

development upon 

landscape; 

transport and local 

highways; lighting 

on local residents 

and natural 

ecology.  

 

  

Summary Minutes of the Hurstbourne 
Priors Parish Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 30th November 2016 
 

TUFTON 
 

Cllr J Broomfield reported that footpath 13 has been cut. 
The weeds on the triangle at the Tufton/A34 junction and 
the A34 off ramp have not been cut. The A34 ‘No Entry’ 
sign has been straightened.  
 
Steve Goodall has requested that he be alerted when the 
‘triangle’ needs cutting as it is no longer automatically 
done.  Cllr J Broomfield to take responsibility. 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR MR T THACKER 
 

Cllr Mr T Thacker stated that, as requested, he has 
looked at the traffic proposals for the development at the 
old Hirst site and agrees with the Parish Council’s 
request for an extension of the 30mph zone.   
 
The Chairman asked Cllr Mr T Thacker if he would be 
willing to give a grant of £1400 from his devolved budget 
to match-fund a flashing SLOW DOWN sign.  This has 
the support of Highways who have said they will install 

the post for it. Cllr Mr T Thacker stated that he would be 
willing and asked the Clerk to apply on line.  It is 
anticipated that this would rotate either side of the 
crossroads on the Harroway. 
 

Cllr Mr T Thacker reported that several of the South 
Wests MP’s are concerned about the number of 
accidents on the A34 and are pushing for improvements 
to be made to the route on safety grounds  
 

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR CHLOE ASHFIELD 
 

Cllr Chloe Ashfield introduced herself and was very 
pleased to be invited to the meeting. 
 

The Chairman gave a brief history of recent planning 
applications including the Bio Digester at Apsley and the 
various planning applications for the site that have been 
received and commented upon.  
 

The change in allocation of Section 106 money from the 
Hirst site was discussed and Cllr Chloe Ashfield said she 
would also make enquiries into the inclusion of 
broadband within the remit. 
 

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR KEITH WATTS 
 

Your Chairman asked my opinion about the extension of 
the biodigestors and ancillary installations at Faulkners 
Down.  What is there is about what I expected when I 
supported the original planning application.  I have been 
reminded that permission for the vehicular access was 
granted by Test Valley Borough Council.  We need to 
watch carefully to ensure that permission is not granted 
for importation of waste. 
 

There is still a ring fenced amount of £9,800 in the phase 
1 Local Infrastructure Fund for Hurstbourne Priors. The 
Section 106 proforma for the Hurstbourne Station site 
recommends a contribution to the Artificial Turf Pitch at 
Testbourne School of £30,098.87. 
[excerpt from notes sent by email]  
 

ROAD SAFETY 
 

The Chairman reported that she has received several 
telephone calls and e-mails from residents regarding 
trucks stopping at the St Mary Bourne Road (B3048) 
junction on the B3400 after seeing the ‘Not Suitable for 
Long Vehicles’ sign before carrying out a multi-point turn 
to go back towards Andover. There have been several 
‘near misses’ and one minor accident.  She felt it 
important to avoid anything worse. 
 

The Chairman thought that that the Planners may need 
to be reminded that the St Mary Bourne Road (B3048) 
through Hurstbourne Priors is not suitable for long 
vehicles as clearly signed at the crossroads with the 
B3400. HGV’s from Vitacress already use the Harroway. 
 

This problem was discussed. Cllr Mr C Ekins stated that 
he believed Steve Goodall had previously stated that 
there is no restriction on lorries on the B3408 and that all 
lorries from Hirst are free to use either the Harroway or 
the B3408, whichever they prefer. Cllr Mr C Ekins 
suggested that the Chairman checked this out with Steve 
Goodall.  
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Cllr Mr C Ekins stated that he was totally against this and 
felt that the problem should not be pushed to other parts 
of the parish. The Chairman asked for his objection to be 
minuted. 
 
It was proposed that a request be submitted to the 
planners for a note to be given to construction traffic for 
the Hirst Site as the B3048 through Hurstbourne Priors is 
not suitable for long vehicles. Cllr Mrs Wyatt-Tilby 
thought that there was a condition within the outline 
planning to this effect and said she would check.  
 
The proposal was seconded by Cllr S Sorby. The vote 
was 5 for and 1 against.   
 

MEETING WITH HAMPSHIRE HIGHWAYS 
STEVE GOODALL 
 

The Chairman ran through the points raised at her 
meeting with Steve Goodall: 

 Painted Road markings at Dirty Corner have been re-
done following the request following the tragic accident 

 White lines at the Chapmansford cross roads - the 
Casualty Reduction Team have viewed the crossroads 
and deemed them dangerous so the lines will be re-
done as soon as possible (the original order was linked 
to the road resurfacing which was cancelled due to 
tankering in St Mary Bourne) 

 The signs at the crossroads have been replaced  

 The road markings underneath the railway bridge are 
badly degraded and the road side on the railway side is 
encroaching the highway, she asked that Casualty 
Reduction look at these 

 The large hole on the bend by the back-gate of 
Hurstbourne Park has been filled 

 The Chairman has asked for the passing places on 
Tufton Lane to be filled together with the pothole by the 
Ash tree 

 He will chase up a cover for the road-drain at Tufton 

 She was advised that the Parish Council have 
delegated powers under the Highways Act and can ask 
landowners to cut their hedges 

 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

CLLR S SORBY – Reported that the Testbourne Estate 
have not yet cut their hedges on the Longparish Road. 
The Chairman stated that she had contacted the estate 
office and the job is in hand.  They had done the B3400 
but needed to do the “field” side before the ground got 
too wet. 
 

CLLR C EKINS – Reported that he has spoken to 
Hampshire County Council about the provision of 
Broadband. Hampshire County Council have confirmed 
that they have the money for the infrastructure and have 
suggested that it may be easier to apply for 106 
development money for local provision of Broadband.  
Cllr Chloe Ashfield said she would look into this. 
  

CLLR J BROOMFIELD – Asked what was happening 
with the Village Footpath Map. This was discussed. Cllr 
Mr A Milne offered to take on the map and mark on the 
footpaths and sort out a suitable picture for the front 

cover, working on the premise that we would produce a 
‘gateleg’ ie three pages, two fold map. The Chairman will 
sort out the wording. The back would bear the 
countryside code 
 

FINANCE 
 

PRECEPT. 
The Clerk produced a balance sheet showing the 
estimated results for the year 2016/17 and the budget for 
the year 2017/18. This was discussed at length.  
The Chairman proposed that the precept for the Year 
2017/18 be set at £10,000. This was seconded by Cllr J 
Broomfield. All agreed. 
The Hurstbourne Priors precept for 2017/2018 was set at 
£10,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Andover Film Club 
Our February film is the Queen of 

Katwe. Life is a constant struggle for 10-
year-old Phiona (Madina Nalwanga) in 

the slums of Kampala, Uganda. Her 
world changes one day when she learns 

the game of chess.  
Mon. 13th Feb, 8pm, ODEON Andover.  
Tickets £6.50 available on the night or 

pre-book 
from www.andoverfilmclub.org 

 

Funds for Hospital 
 

An Andover hospital charity is attempting to 
raise £11 000 to purchase a blood testing 
machine. 
 

Friends of Andover War Memorial Hospital 
hope to purchase an Abbott Point of Care i-
Stat testing machine for the Charlton Road 
based facility. 
 

The blood testing machine, which can be used 
across all departments at the hospital, 
produces immediate results. 
 

The Friends need to raise £11 128 to buy the 
equipment.  
 

To find out how you can help, please contact 
Iris Anderson: Iris.stmary@aol.co.uk 
 

http://www.andoverfilmclub.org/
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HURSTBOURNE 

PRIORS 

SAFARI SUPPER 
 

Saturday evening 

18th March 2017 
 

We hope the evening will be 

just as much fun as last year 

and that anyone who has recently moved to the village or 

who was not able to come last year will join in with the 

regular revellers! 
 

There will be four courses:  drinks and nibbles, starter, main 

course and pudding. 
 

Each couple will host one course of their choice and go to 

other houses for the other courses where they will meet 

different people on each occasion.  At the end of 

the evening we will all meet up for coffee at the School 

House. 
 

Those who do not have a husband/wife/partner can join 

with someone else to form 'a couple' for the evening. 
 

If you would like to take part (or would like further 

information) do contact Susie or Phillida using any of the 

details below by Monday, 20th February at the latest. 
 

Susie Sorby - 01256 892665 

E mail: sbsorby@hotmail.com  
 

Phillida Goad – 01256 893211 

E mail: phillida@thegoads.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

Thinking outside the (cereal) box: 
Promoting Discussion on 

Type 2 Diabetes 
 

   Recently, we have had articles on the latest 
scientific evidence, medical advice and depressing 
statistics to digest in relation to Type 2 diabetes. For 
me, they have been ingested pretty uncomfortably for 
one simple reason; the negatives are rarely followed 
up with positives! Some of us enjoy learning of the 
latest in medical research and most of us need to 
heed advice on lifestyle as well as reflect on how we 
are using our Health Service (use it WELL or lose it, is 
the apparent warning).The Patient Group is hoping to 
encourage and promote sound but more enjoyable 
approaches! 
 

   Following the BBC’s discussion with Dr Alison 
Tedstone on the potential harm that sugary cereals 
can do to our children (and everyone, of course) 

I asked them why, as this professional lady is 
responsible for the NHS’s ‘eat well’ (food plate) 
diagram, she didn’t offer alternatives for children’s 
breakfasts. Parents need sound advice with children’s 
diets more than ever and I am not qualified to offer it 
publicly. Most foods, besides pure fats, contain 
carbohydrates (sugars) in some form, including fruit 
and veg. Think outside the (cereal) box! No reply from 
the BBC came, of course, just my realisation that 
armed with the best resources we can find, we must 
continue to work it out for ourselves and support one 
another. 
 

   So, this ‘potential harm’ from sugar and refined 
carbohydrates in those cereals and a lot of other 
manufactured foods and drinks, needs to be taken 
seriously. A great disease is spreading throughout the 
world: Type 2 diabetes. This is different to Type 1 
diabetes which is a genetic condition. Rather it is 
largely (though there can be a genetic predisposition) 
caused by consuming over the years more sugar and 
refined carbs than our bodies can process; a scientific 
fact for which the NHS now spends £14billion a year 
on treatment. Even those who are slim are not 
immune as I battle to shift excess tummy fat; the first 
‘clue’ perhaps that I could be pre-diabetic. Some 
media shows have helped me. A YouTube recording 
of an Australian tv discussion programme with our 
own BBC doctor Michael Moseley as guest was 
interesting. The audience was multi-ethnic so ate a 
variety of carb foods (rice, noodles, bread and 
potatoes). Any individual ‘guilt’ from those diabetic, or 
pre-disposed, was readily turned into positive advice 
punctuated by good humour and applause. ITV have 
produced another series of Sugar Free Farm, a light-
hearted attempt (though tough for the celebrities!) to 
remove excess sugar from their menus. The series 
was again filmed in Laverstoke. 
 

   You see, the good news is that the majority of us 
who are as yet undiagnosed can prevent Type 2 
diabetes. Even if we are diagnosed already but start 
now, with medical help, we can slow or reverse it to 
some and often considerable degree. A nurse 
practitioner at our local surgery suggests finding 
advice on www.diabetes.org.uk  and through Ian 
Marber’s Food Doctor books. She adds: ‘I have seen 
patients make dramatic improvements to their diabetic 
control by changing diet and lifestyle and some have 
even reversed their diabetes’. On this wonderfully 
positive statement may we take hope, inform 
ourselves and press on to better health! 
 

         Alison Harbour, Patient Participation Group, 
                                   Two Rivers Medical Practice 
 

Contacts: alisonharbour@hotmail.co.uk or for 
enquiries by those without a computer or needing 
assistance with Patient Participation Group computer 
matters: 01256 892474. 
 

mailto:sbsorby@hotmail.com
mailto:phillida@thegoads.co.uk
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/
mailto:alisonharbour@hotmail.co.uk

