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WEATHER – FEBRUARY 2020

Total rainfall for month 184mm 7.24in

It rained on 24 days !!

Rainfall same month 
last year

82mm 3.22in

Total for 2020 309mm 12.16in

Total for 2019 113mm 4.44in

Max temp (on 23rd) 15C 59F

Min temp (on 6th) -1C 30F

February is usually one of the driest months, but not 
this year! The Met Office says that February 2020 
was the wettest February ever....there’s a surprise!
Our worst day for rainfall was the 16th when we had 
38mm.
Our total rainfall for this year is nearly 8ins up in the
first two months.
Last February, we saw the hottest winter day ever, 
20.3C (69F).

John Smail

WORD OF THE MONTH

PERISTERONIC - pertaining to or resembling 
pigeons. This adjective was invented in the 19th 
Century from the Greek peristera and features in the
name of the National Peristeronic Society (for 
pigeon-fanciers)  However, yet again I will be 
discouraging them nesting on the wisteria outside 
the bedroom window!

Barbara Carrodus 

HURSTBOURNE PRIORS VILLAGE 
HALL COMMITTEE

The Trustees of Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall are 
looking for new members to join the Committee. 
The team meet three times a year and take it in turns
to open the hall for hirers when needed.

If you would be interested in being involved with 
the running of this valuable village amenity please 
contact Caroline Glover on 01256 893550.

HILL AND VALLEY – MAY ISSUE

With so many events being cancelled, your articles 
for next month’s pages of the Hill and Valley are 
especially welcome. Please send me your 
contributions by Wednesday, 15th April.

Fenella Williams

CHURCH AND VILLAGE CLEAN UP

On a bright and sunny
Saturday morning a
wonderful team of residents
gathered at the Pavilion for
the Annual village and
church clean up.  It was a
great turnout with many
eager hands – some quite
small – working very hard to
get everything looking
lovely. 

A huge bonfire was lit and
fed by an eager bunch of
children clearing up after all
the tree clearance in the

graveyard, very closely supervised by Ed.  Fenella 
headed up a fantastic team of polishers and dusters 
in the church and others braved the highways to 
clear up the verges.

In all 18 sacks of 
rubbish were 
gathered.  It appears 
the local litter bugs 
beverages of choice 
are Red Bull or 
takeaway coffee.  
This year we even 
found a bathroom 
sink….  
Luckily this year 
chocolate mini eggs 
and hot chocolate

joined the brownies and coffee so all ages of helpers
were happy.  Very many thanks to everyone who 
turned out.

A well earned break!
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The littlest helper

Super heroes to the rescue
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A SPECIAL CELEBRATION

At the Family 
Communion 
service on 1st 
March, we 
celebrated 80 years
of worship at St 
Andrews for Gina 
Yates who moved 
here with her 
parents on 1st 
March 1940.  

Thank you
Thank you to the Churchwardens, PCC, Rev’d Terry
Hemming and to everyone at the service celebrating 
my 80 years of attending St Andrew’s Church on 1st 
March. 
A day of many memories, made possible by dear 
friends giving me lifts from Andover to services and
other events since the death of my husband Ken, (a 
former churchwarden) in 2005. To them I am truly 
grateful.
With my thanks, my love and may God bless you 
all. 

Gina Yates

Meet Holly, she is about 14 years old and in good 
health for her age. Her 
owner is sadly in hospital 
so unable to keep her. She
is very friendly and loves 
attention. We feel at her 
age she would be more 
suited to a quiet 
household with no dogs or
young children. Snowy is 
still looking for his 

forever home and has now had lots of dental work 
done so we’re hopeful he’ll find a new home soon.

We have a coffee morning coming up on Saturday 
2nd May at Cholderton Village Hall, use the postcode
SP4 0DN to find us. This will run from 10am 
-12noon, we will have plenty of cake on offer as 

well as a raffle and a bric-a-brac sale. Please come 
along to join us and help us to raise money for the 
cats in our care. There will be free parking opposite 
the hall, on the grassed area behind the pub car park.

For all homing, fund raising and volunteer enquiries;
Telephone: 0345 260 1501 or 
Email: s  ylvia.cp@outlook.com 
To view all cats currently up for adoption visit 
www.  andover.cats.org.uk     

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Given the current Coronovirus outbreak 
Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council meetings are 
cancelled until further notice.

Anyone who wishes to bring a matter to the 
attention of the Parish Council during this time 
should contact either the Clerk, Richard Waterman 
on richard.waterman150@btinternet.com or the 
Chairman, Clare Read on clareread@aol.com

The Parish Council will still be considering planning
applications and matters affecting the Parish but by 
electronic means.

Richard Waterman,
Clerk to Hurstbourne Priors PC

ANDOVER FOODBANK

Thank you for all your generous donations. They 
are, as always, greatly appreciated.

During the current Coronavirus crisis its “Business 
As Usual” at the Andover Foodbank and we will 
endeavour to keep that situation for as long as we 
are able to.  As you can imagine, demands on the 
foodbank are increasing dramatically and so we are 
in need of your donations as much as ever.

This week we are in need of the following items:-
FOOD ITEMS

• Long life Fruit Juice

• Long Life Milk
• Tinned Fruit
• Tinned Potatoes/Instant Mash
• Tinned Meat

NON-FOOD ITEMS
• Deodorant
• Razors
• Washing-up Liquid
• Hand wash
• Multi surface cleaner

Andover Foodbank
Tel: 01264 362111

www.andover.foodbank.org.uk
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HELPING HANDS

We hope that everyone has heard about the 
Hurstbourne Priors Helping Hands who are here to 
help anyone who is needing support during this 
unprecedented Coronavirus situation.

Full details have been circulated via the village 
email group but anyone wanting more information 
can contact either Clare Read on 07711 917375 and 
clareread@aol.com or Ann Orr on 01256 895983 
and annjorr@btinternet.com

We have a team of lovely helpers to assist with 
shopping, collecting prescriptions, basic IT support, 
and a whole host of other things.  All available to 
those who are self isolating, anxious about going out
or just in need of a bit of help during this time.  If 
anyone would like to offer help and support do 
please also get in touch.

In the meantime for those wishing to take some 
exercise and have lost their village map showing the
footpaths please contact Andy Milne on 
amilne@acsltd.plus.com with your address and he 
will pop one through your letterbox.

As you will see in this issue the May Fair has been 
cancelled but Precelly is pushing on with her 
wonderful array of plants and vegetables so, if you 
are able, get into the garden and plan a wonderful 
summer display.

The church will be open during the day for those 
wishing to spend some quiet reflective time there.  

Remember, we are all in this together and no one is 
alone.  

VILLAGE EVENTS HIT BY THE 
CORONAVIRUS

It is with great regret that the organisers have had to 
cancel or suspend the following events due to the 
coronavirus: 

• Ladies Coffee Morning
• Parish Council Meetings
• 19th April – Vox Cantab Concert
• 3rd May – May Fair
• 8th May - Longparish Choir VE Day Concert

All Church services are suspended, except weddings
and funerals with very limited attendance. The 
Church will be open during the day for prayer and 
reflection. 

MAY FAIR 2020

It is with great sadness that the May Fair organising 
team have to announce that this year’s May Fair has 
been cancelled due to the outbreak of Coronavirus. 
The restrictions on gatherings of people make it 
impossible to arrange and the health and well being 
of our community and everyone taking part must 
come first.

However, the good news is that Precelly has started 
the propagation of plants and vegetables and we will
still be holding a plant sale at some stage in May.  
Please keep your eyes out for more details in Hill & 
Valley, on the village web site and via the village 
email as to how we are going to manage this.

In the meantime please make a note that next year’s 
May Fair will be held on Monday 3rd May, 2021

SAFARI SUPPER

In the early evening of Saturday 8th March people 
passing through the village may have been surprised
to see coloured glo-sticks hanging on gates and 
doors. Then at 6.20 or so, they would have noticed 
an unusual volume to traffic moving sedately up and
down the village. The annual Hurstbourne Priors 
Safari Supper was getting under way as everyone 
taking part headed off to their first destinations for 
drinks and nibbles. 

It is something of a mystery tour as nobody knows 
where there journey will take them when they set 
off. 

At the end of each course, the hosts open the 
envelope which reveals where people are going for 
their next course until after pudding when we all 
gather in the Village Hall to share our evening’s 
adventures. 

A huge thank you goes to Ann and Crispin Orr and 
Mandy and Martin Briant-Evans for organising and 
co-ordinating a thoroughly enjoyable evening. 

APRIL FOOLS DAY

Has been cancelled.

3

mailto:annjorr@btinternet.com
mailto:clareread@aol.com
mailto:amilne@acsltd.plus.com

