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WEATHER FEBRUARY 2016
Total rainfall for month

81mm

3.18ins

Rainfall in Jan 2015

72mm

2.83ins

Total for 2016

236mm

9.29ins

Total for 2015

191mm

7.51ins

Max. Temperature

14C

38F (24th)

Min. Temperature

-5C

23F (10th)

Rained on 8 days

Met says warmest winter since 1659.
If you thought Jan/Feb this year was wet (9.29ins),
Jan/Feb 2014 was twice as wet (18.22ins).

Coffee Morning
Ladies, come along to the April
coffee morning which will be
hosted by Fiona Obert at Bourne
Cottage, 55-56 Hurstbourne
Priors ( 896996) on
Wednesday 13th April from
10.15 onwards.

EASTER LILIES
It is always helpful and very much appreciated when
we are given donations towards buying lilies for
Easter. If you feel you would like to contribute in
memory of a relative or friend please give your
donation to Lois Jones (Tel: 01256 892548)
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Homing Enquiries: 0345
2601501 or andovercats.org.uk
Fund-raising and volunteers
07733 242196 or email
coord@andovercats.org.uk
Items for resale: 01256 892773
We are looking for a volunteer to be our treasurer. It
isn’t a big commitment, a couple of hours a week
perhaps. An online accounting program is provided
by our Head Office. You would need to live locally
in order to collect money and take it to the bank
every month.
We spent a very enjoyable Valentine weekend
running a raffle at Andover Garden Centre. The
Garden Centre gave us some prizes and we raised
£127.
Cloudy and Digger have found a lovely home. It is
nice to think that there are people out there who care
about elderly cats. Digger is now friendly and purry
but her sister is still very nervous.
Rambo, this month’s cat,
doesn’t really live up to his
name. He is very large and
strong but is a friendly cat
and dribbles a lot when
purring. He definitely
doesn’t like other cats. He
is about 5 years old and was found straying.
********************************
Donkey Vestry Plans
In order to enhance the Christmas nativity and Palm
Sunday worship, St. Andrew’s Church is planning to
adopt a donkey to be kept in the church vestry which
will be converted for the purpose. This venture is
still very much in the planning stage so if you would
like to express your views of support or otherwise
over the course of the next year, please contact Mrs
J. O. King at the Diocesan Planning Office before 1st
April 2017. For more information please contact
Craig at craig785@btinternet.com

@thecrossroads
'At the Crossroads'
THE RESURRECTION
In the silence of history
Saturday 30th April - 8pm
St. Andrew's Church
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May Fair Stall Holders

THE MAY FAIR

The following stall holders would be very
grateful for all contributions for their
stalls for the May Fair. Collection can be
arranged

Hurstbourne Priors
has been busy putting together
their fabulous May Fair
kicking off the village fête season for 2016

May Bank Holiday Monday
2nd May from 12 Noon to 4PM
Put the Date in Your Diary

Visit the Lambing Shed
Food Stalls and Ideas for the House and
Garden
Afternoon of entertainment for all the family
Full details in next month’s Hill & Valley

****************************
May Fair Produce Stall
Do you have frozen fruit festering in your
freezer? Is last year’s crop of cabbages and
carrots cluttering your cupboards? Our team
of technicians are standing by to transform
your supernumerary greengrocery into jams,
conserves, chutneys and pickles for the May
Fair.

Bottles

Michael Stanes
&
Simon Tufnell

895948

Tombola

Graham
Finlayson

893667

Books

Tom Gormley

895557

Produce

Josephine
Hutchinson

896829

Pre-Loved
Children’s Toys

Kim French

892970

Cakes

Fiona Obert &
Phillida Goad

896996 /
893211

Teas

Fenella Williams

892081

Good as New:
Clothes,
Scarves, Bags
Jewellery

Lois Jones

892548

White
Elephant/
Bric-a-Brac

Garry Butcher

892632

WANTED
We are looking for prizes for the Tombola
Stall. Do you have any unwanted gifts,
toiletries,
pen/pencil
sets,
puzzles,
games, books or any other new items
that you are willing to donate? Collection
can be arranged.
Please call Graham Finlayson 01256
893667 or Brian Mehaffey 01256
893119.

Call our 24 hour hotline (896829 (Josephine)
/ 892081 (Mark))
to request rapid removal of your redundant
raspberries and rhubarb.
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The May Fair needs plenty of volunteers. We
would particularly like helpers for Teas and the
Bric-a-Brac stall, but no offer of help will be
refused. If you can help on a stall from 12 to 4 on
May 2nd please call Jim Vyse on 01264 356753.
If you are big and/or strong and have a few hours
to spare from 10 am on Sunday May 1st, we would
be very pleased if you could help us to erect some
tents. The pay is derisory but you will be refuelled
with a never-ending supply of tea, coffee and
bacon rolls.
Please join us for a briefing for stallholders and
helpers to hear about the arrangements for May
2nd, and to raise any questions that you might
have.
Thursday April 21st at 7.45 pm in the
Village Hall

If you would like to help on the day
but cannot attend the meeting, please
let us know by e-mail or telephone
Fenella Williams

Jim Vyse

Helen
Mehaffey
Phone: 01256
Phone: 01246
Phone:
892081
356753
01256
893119
fenella.williams@btin JimVyseArks@ mehaffey@a
ternet.com
aol.com
ol.com
CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN

Many thanks to all those who came out to
‘clean for the Queen’ on Saturday 5th March.
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Upcoming Events and News from
The Gill Nethercott Centre
Quiz Night in aid of St Michael’s Hospice
Basingstoke Saturday 23rd April 8pm
Tickets cost just £6 per person and include a
ploughman’s supper. Please bring your own
refreshments. Book your table by calling Joan
on 896777 or Pat on 892151
Drawing Group – Thursday 21st April and
Thursday 28th April
This is for all abilities and in the first week help
can be given by a qualified tutor. For more
details contact Jacqui on 01256 896536
Coach trip to Hampton Court Palace on
Tuesday 26th April
Visit this magnificent Royal Palace and pick
from the many unmissable highlights there are
to see.
There are plenty of choices of places to eat and
drink, or bring a picnic and find a shady bench
on which to relax. The coach leaves Whitchurch
at 9.30am arriving home around 6pm.
Tickets cost £31 and include access to the
Palace and gardens are available from the GNC
or Library.
Coach trip to National Trust Lacock Abbey
and Village - Thursday 19th May
Set in rural Wiltshire, Lacock village is famous
for its abbey, picturesque streets, historic
buildings and more recently as a TV and film
location. The coach leaves Whitchurch at
9.30am and returns at around 6pm. Tickets
cost £16 for National Trust members or £26 for
non-members and includes access to all areas.
Become a Dementia Friend – Monday 18th
April 12:30pm – 2pm
Dementia Friends gives people an
understanding of dementia and the small things
you can do that make a difference. Join us for a
light lunch at 12:30pm with the session starting
at 1pm. To book your place and for any
questions please call Sarah Castle on 01256
896270.
The Gill Nethercott Centre is usually open
every morning from 9am to 12pm Monday to
Friday except Thursdays, or we can be
contacted by phone on 01256 896270 or email:
gillnethercottcentre@btconnect.com,
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The Safari Supper
What
some
say
was
the
sixth
Hurstbourne Priors Safari Supper took
place on 12th March. Others claim that it
was started in Saxon times to rid the land
of
wolves
and
bears
(evidently
successfully). A record total of 30 couples
took part. Those that did not get lost in
the jungle, or fall prey to the surviving
wild animals, met in the village hall at the
end of the safari to tell tales of adventure
and danger. Luckily Craig and Jane
Marshall’s Temporary Residence Permits
came through in time for them to take
part and provide much needed spiritual
guidance.
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Cllr Mrs C Read reported that she had been
approached by a parishioner about rain
water running down from the stables onto
the Longparish Road and flooding their
driveway. Cllr Mrs C Read will take this
matter up with the Agent.
Cllr Mrs C Read spoke about a Basingstoke
and Deane initiative to ban smoking in play
areas. This was briefly discussed and it was
felt that it is not a problem in Hurstbourne
Priors and would be very hard to police.
FOOTPATHS
The Chairman reported that as far as she
knew all the Footpaths were clear and
walkable. The location of a tree that had
come down was noted and will be reported
to the landowner.
RECREATION GROUND REPORT
The next Recreation Ground meeting is to
be held on the 25th February 2016. Due to
the sad passing of John Perkins there is a
vacancy on the committee for a village
representative.
VILLAGE HALL
Cllr S Sorby has reported that the Village
Hall Management Committee have decided
to use some of the May Fair donation to
upgrade the china, acquire a few armchairs
for the more elderly residents and provide
nappy changing facilities.

Items of interest from the Minutes of
the Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council
meeting held on 27th January 2016
PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS
CLLR MR J BROOMFIELD – Reported that a
recent accident on the B3400 has taken out
the bend sign. The Chairman reported that
Steve Goodall is aware of this and the
matter is in hand.
CLLR MRS C READ – Reported that she was
sorry to her that Mr G Finlayson has stood
down from Hill and Valley and thanked him
for all the work he has done. Mr Finlayson
will still look after the Village Website.

PARISH COUNCIL VANCANCY
The Parish Council vacancy will be
advertised in the Parish.
FLASHING SPEED SIGN REULTS
The Chairman gave the flashing speed sign
readings for December and January.
4/12/2015 – 7157
28/12/2015 - 6703
13/01/2016 – 7940
25/01/2016 - 5914

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will
be at the Village Hall
from 11am until
11.30am on Monday
18th April.
4

