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Weather September 2013 

Total rainfall for month 22mm = 0.86ins 

It rained on 10 days   

Rainfall September 2012 25mm = 1.00ins 

Total to date 2013  441mm = 17.36ins 

Total to date 2012 668mm = 26.29ins 

Min Temperature   5C = 41F(18th) 

Max Temperature  25C = 77F(22nd) 

John Smail 

Welcoming our New Vicar the Revd 

Canon Michael St John-Channell 

As part of the process of welcoming the new vicar 

to our Benefice on 5th October, Canon Michael 

asked if there could be informal all-age worship at 

St Andrew’s Church that was both joyful and 

innovative.  

 

Mark Williams rose to the challenge and 

developed a service that included a series of 

readings and short talks that underlined the 

commitments that we wished to make to Canon 

Michael in particular and to the community in 

general. Excellent readings and talks were made 

by people from Hurstbourne Priors and other 

Parishes in the Benefice and special mention 

should be made of the dramatised reading of the 

story of the prodigal son by young people from St 

Mary Bourne.  

 

Fenella Williams gathered the younger children 

under her wings and with them produced a model 

church, with appropriate contents, in an 

amazingly short time. 

Sixty grown-ups and young people came together 

for the service and we would like to thank them 

all, and particularly those who came who don’t 

normally worship in St Andrew’s. We were also 

very pleased to welcome friends of Canon Michael 

who came from afar and people from other 

Parishes in the Benefice. 

 

Following the service, everyone was invited to 

refreshments in the Village Hall where we were 

able to chat informally with Canon Michael. We 

look forward to a long and happy time with Canon 

Michael as our vicar and assure him of our 

support.    
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Ladies Coffee Morning 

This month's coffee 
morning will be hosted by 
Clare Read at 

Hurstbourne Priors House 
(℡ 896672), on 

Tuesday 12th 
November from 10.15 

onwards. 

Revisit the Beauty in the Run of the Mill 

 

Have you visited Whitchurch Silk Mill recently? The 
new chairman and trustees of the Mill would like to 
invite residents of Longparish, St Mary Bourne, and 
Hurstbourne Priors parishes to visit, or re-visit, 
without charge during the week from Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday 
12121212thththth    November to Sunday 17November to Sunday 17November to Sunday 17November to Sunday 17thththth    NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember.... 

New trustees were appointed in September 2012 
and Rupert Nabarro became Chairman of the trust 
in September 2013. Rupert says, “We aim to make 
the Mill a self-sustaining, living, industrial heritage 
site that weaves silk and enthralls all who walk 
through its doors. Sometimes people overlook the 
jewels on their own doorstep so we would like to 
invite our neighbours to visit our local treasure.” 

The Mill is the only silk mill in England which is still 
weaving on Victorian machinery so it is the perfect 
place to learn about the tradition of silk weaving. It is 
also one of the few places where the public can 
have access to the beautiful banks of the River 
Test. 

All you have to do to accept this invitation is to bring 
along a utility bill, driving licence or a council tax bill 
showing that you live in the parish of Longparish, 
Hurstbourne Priors, or St Mary Bourne. You will get 
the run of the Mill to remind you how very far from 
run of the mill it is. 

Whitchurch Silk Mill is dependent on the generous 
support of our visitors who make donations, 
patronise the café, and buy our products in our 
shop. We hope this invitation will encourage you to 
renew your support for this site of unique 
importance to our national cultural heritage. 

28 Winchester Street, Whitchurch, Hampshire,  
RG28 7AL 
Tel: (01256) 892065 www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk 

Cats Protection 

Christmas goods in aid of 

charity. 

With Bonfire Night now 

behind us, hopefully without 

incident, thoughts turn to the 

rapidly approaching festive season.  

Too many times at this time of the year, people 

start planning what can be the worst of Christmas 

presents; a new cat or kitten. Unfortunately, 

come mid-January, we are quite often asked to 

take in cats who have been an ill-thought, though 

well-meaning present. 

This puts a great strain on our already stretched 

finances, as well as causing a waiting list, as we 

simply run out of space to hold cats whilst trying 

to find them homes. 

What can you do to help? 

- Consider becoming a fosterer for the 

charity. We cover all vets fees and supply 

food and litter. 

- Come and support us directly at any of the 

events found at 

www.andovercats.org.uk/EventsPage.htm 

- Choose from our range of festive products 

on our eBay site. You will also find listed 

our normal ‘meals for cats’ items where 

you can purchase a meal for one of our in-

care cats.  

http://myworld.ebay.co.uk/andovercatsprotection 

This month, we 

feature an eight 

year-old cat 

named Baby. Baby 

is a very pretty 

tortoiseshell cat, 8 

yrs old. She is 

affectionate, loves 

to sit on your lap, 

be combed, or 

play with her toys. 

She is quite timid 

until she gets to 

know you, and 

needs to be the 

only animal in an adult home. She would like 

access to a safe garden too, if possible. If you can 

offer Baby a home, then please contact Andover 

& District Cats Protection on 01256 892019, or 

find us on Facebook.  

Enquiries:  01256-892019 or www.andovercats.org.uk   
Stories of rescued cats:  adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Fund-raising/volunteers:   adrianne.major@hotmail.co.uk  
Items for resale:                   01256-892773 
Facebook: Andover and District Cats Protection 
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Charity Film Screening in aid of COMBAT 
STRESS 

Monday 11th November at the 
Everyman Cinema, Winchester 

There will be a reception before the 
film in Ashburton Hall at Hampshire 
County Council offices at 7 pm. 

The film is based on a book by 
Michael Morpurgo who also wrote 
War Horse, and follows two devoted 

brothers from their childhood and adolescence in rural 
Devon to their experiences in the trenches in the First 
World War. The story encompasses heroism, cowardice, 
brutality, and the ultimate sacrifice. The film stars the late 
Richard Griffiths, Frances de la Tour, Maxine Peake and, 
as the brothers, Jack O’Connell and George Mackay, 
with John Lynch as the brutal sergeant-major. 

COMBAT STRESS is the country’s leading charity 
specialising in the treatment and support of British Armed 
Forces veterans who have mental health problems. 
5,000 veterans between the ages of 20 and 101 are 
being supported – and the numbers are increasing. 
COMBAT STRESS is a vital lifeline for these men and 
women, and their families. 

Tickets cost £30. If you would like an invitation please 
email johnhart012@gmail.com 

Please try to join us. 

Winter Lectures - Museum of Army 

Flying 

Every year the Museum of Army Flying’s Society 

of Friends organises lectures to raise money for 

the Museum. This winter the lectures include a 

range of incredible stories, all delivered by well-

regarded speakers.  

The series will open with a talk on The Victoria 

Cross on 13th November by Col. Mike Martin 

(Retired), of The Royal Hampshire Regiment. 

The second lecture in the series, on 11th 

December, will look at the history of the 

Hampshire country house ‘Bramshill’, home to the 

Red Cross during World War II. The Hampshire 

re-enactment group Homefront History will bring 

the lecture to life with their costumed characters.  

On 15th January Col. Derek Armitage recounts 

the famous battle of Rorke's Drift in 1879 when 

150 British and Imperial troops defended an 

isolated outpost during the Zulu War against 

three regiments of 3,000 warriors. 

All lectures start at 7:30pm and have an interval 

for refreshments. Tickets are £5 per person and 

booking through the museum is recommended as 

numbers are limited. ℡ 01264 784421. 

Mobile Library 
The Mobile Library will be at 
the Village Hall, from 
11.05am until 11.35am, on 

Saturday 2nd November. 

Monthly Quiz Night 
Whitchurch Sports & Social Club 

Longmeadow Sports Centre 

16th November at 8.30pm 

Fun General Knowledge Quiz 

Teams - Maximum of 6 

Entry £1 per Person 

For further information ℡℡℡℡ Paul 07921 548222 

Website: www.whitchurchsport.co.uk/social-

club-events.html 

Japanese Cloisonne Gallery Tour 
The Willis Museum Basingstoke 

Wednesday 06 November at 7pm (Doors open at 
6.45pm) 

Join Greg Irvine, Senior Curator in the Asian 
Department of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum for a guided 
tour of Japanese Treasures: 
Cloisonne Enamels from the 
V&A. Tour lasts approx. 40 
minutes.  
Tickets cost £6 and include 
glass of wine or fruit juice.  
Places must be booked in 

advance, Please ring 01256 465902 or pop into the 
museum during opening hours.  

Testbourne Gift & Craft Fair 

30 November 11am to 4pm 

Testbourne Community School 

Gift & Craft Fair with more than 40 stalls offering a 

rich variety of gifts and crafts brought to you by 

members local and beyond. 

If you are looking for something different to give as 

a Christmas gift this year, this is the place to shop. 

Entertainment to be provided by Testbourne pupils 

Refreshments available all day 

Testbourne Parents, Teachers and Friends 

Association 

More information from Hilary Bond on 01256 892350 
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Obituary 

Alister Edward Gerald ("Harry") Gauntlett 
1930 - 2013 

Extracts from the tributes 
given at Harry's funeral:  

Harry Gauntlett was born in 
Shanghai, China, where his 
father was a surgeon. He was 
the youngest of 3 brothers and, 
at the age of 6, he was sent to 
join his brothers at boarding 

school, in England. 
In those days, the journey took about a fortnight, either 
travelling across Canada, or via the Trans Siberian 
Railway. Consequently, the boys only went home to 
their parents for the summer holidays, the rest of their 
school holidays usually being spent with one of their 
mother’s 3 sisters, in Scotland. 
In 1941, their father considered it safer for his sons to 
leave England and brought them back to Shanghai. 
This proved to be a mistake as they reached Shanghai 
shortly before the Japanese blew HMS Petrol out of 
the water at Pearl Harbour, killing all on board and 
bringing the Americans into the war. The family was 
imprisoned by the Japanese, first under house arrest 
and subsequently in the POW camp. They suffered 
great hardship and the oldest brother, Ivor, died from 
typhoid as the Japanese withheld the medication 
which might have saved him. 
After 1½ years, there was a diplomatic exchange of 
prisoners and the family was taken to the south east 
coast of Africa. The father joined the South African 
Army, as a surgeon, and Ian, the older surviving 
brother, lied about his age (17) and became a pilot in 
the SA Air Force. Harry was sent to boarding school. 
In 1945, the family returned to England, the father 
went into practice in Colchester and Harry was sent to 
Eastbourne College. In 1951, he went to RMA 
Sandhurst, where he became a Junior Under Officer 
and proved himself an excellent all round sportsman, 
representing the Academy at modern pentathlon . 
Shortly after being commissioned into the Royal Tank 
Regiment, Harry was posted to Korea. He was then 
seconded to the Federation of Malaysia’s Armoured 
Car Regiment (known as the Metal Box Company). He 
subsequently joined the 16th/5th Queen’s Royal 
Lancers where he became very involved with the 
Junior Leaders’ Regiment. Harry also spent time in 
Brunei as equerry to the Sultan. In all, Harry spent 28 
years in the Army. 
In one of Harry's Annual Confidential Reports, towards 
the end of his time in the army, the Reporting Officer 
said: "Harry Gauntlett is not so much an eccentric as a 
legend in his own lifetime - not so much an officer, 
more a way of life. I cannot think of a man who is more 
of a 'player', more exasperating, more amusing or so 
universally liked by his immediate circle of friends".  

When he initially arrived in the 16th/5th, there was little 
conversation between Harry and others in the Mess. 
Harry had decided to drop his adopted name and 
revert to his baptismal name, Alister, but he forgot this 
and never realised when people were talking to him! 
However, Harry is remembered as a man whose 
example did more than anyone to attract outstanding 
junior leaders to the regiment, many of whom went on 
to enjoy extremely distinguished careers, significantly 
enhancing the reputation of the 16th/5th Lancers. He 
may have been an eccentric and he was always the 
first to poke fun at himself but the regiment's standing 
between the 70's and 90's owed much to Harry's 
success at the Junior Leaders' Regiment and to his 
quiet influence as the Regiment's long serving second 
in command. To have achieved that while maintaining 
the widest circle of friends marks him out as a very 
special person. 
Shortly after leaving the Army, Harry married Stephie.  
Harry was a keen sportsman, being a devious tennis 
and squash player but his great love was deep-water 
sailing. There are many stories of his adventures and 
misadventures. He was a good and generally very 
safe skipper but he only had to set foot on a boat for 
its engine to break down, usually irretrievably! 
He became involved with SSAFA, a charity very close 
to his heart. He loved the work, which, in his case, 
consisted of rattling collection tins at Service Stations 
to, eventually, becoming Chairman and then President 
of the Hampshire Branch. 
Harry was devoted to the grandchildren in whose 
progress he took the keenest interest. One of his 
grandchildren shared memories of Harry and some of 
the events that happened. Harry's dogs were an 
important part of his life, even though they often ruined 
a good day's fishing by leaping into the river and 
causing mayhem. Also, on shoot days, his dogs were, 
without fail, the worst behaved when they would find a 
pheasant and proceed to have a tug of war right in the 
middle of the drive. 
One of Harry's army stories was about getting the 8th 
Army lost in Hamburg when he was in the lead tank, 
with the General on board. On another occasion, 
having flown into Nicosia Airport, he was instructed, at 
night, to position the regiment. When dawn broke, it 
was obvious that all the tanks were facing the wrong 
direction but, with a huge amount of noise, Harry 
ensured that the tanks were redeployed to face the 
right direction. He claimed he single handedly won the 
war in Cyprus by making so much noise that the 
enemy was frightened away. 
When he was 78, Harry decided, after trying 
paragliding, to have a go at skiing. Although he was 
persuaded to stay on the nursery slopes, he still 
caused traffic chaos by failing to stop and ending up in 
the middle of a busy road. 
Harry will be remembered for his many qualities and, 
perhaps, above all, for his enormous and usually self-
deprecating sense of humour.   


